Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur
3773 N. MacArthur Rd. Decatur, IL 62526 Phone: (217) 875-5442 www.uufd.org

Our virtual services: 10:15 a.m. Sundays, live on Zoom – www.uufd.org
Sept. 6: No service, in
observance of Labor Day

songwriter,
Sept. 20: “The Days of
artist, activist
Awe” with Rev. Karen
and
Sept. 13: “Healing Waters Madrone
motivational
of Community” with Rev.
speaker who
Karen Madrone
This service will
entertains
incorporate themes from
audiences
The Water
Rosh Hashanah. This time in with a fusion of music and
Ceremony is a
the Jewish liturgical calendar spoken word. Summer says,
traditional UU
reminds us of the importance “The spiritual revolution is
fall ritual that
of making amends and
urging us to unlearn some
gathers in the
getting back in
things: that if something
community for
relationship with those we
didn’t turn out the way you
the beginning of have harmed.
expected it to, you must
the program year together.
have done something wrong,
This intergenerational service Sept. 27: “Spiritual
that test scores are a
will use water as a symbol of Revolution” with Summer
measure of your worth.
the healing and sustaining
Osborne
Unlearn shame.
life force that we experience
Unlearn blame.
in community, whether in
Summer, a native of
Unlearn the
person or physically
Vandalia, is an awardlimitations that we are so
distanced.
winning American singerconditioned to believe”.

Let’s come together, take it
easy, learn about each other
Oh, you think you know your fellow
UUFD members? Put that notion to the
test on Fun Night, 8 p.m. Wednesday,
Sept. 9.
Part of the excitement will be a “Who
said that?” quiz, based on the answers
from the Mad Libs questionnaire at the
reception for Rev. Karen on Aug. 2.

And dance music? There will be dance
music!
Also, who said what about favorite
food? Favorite quote? Best day trip? Some
surprises are in store on Fun Night.
Please tune in at
https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/89253742
688, 312-626-6799,
Meeting ID 892 5374 2688 to “let your
hair down” with some of the best people
in town!
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UUFD learning curve satisfying
Dear Fellowship friends,
Our time together has
gotten off to a great – and
fast – start! I’m thrilled to
work with your dedicated
leadership at UUFD.
I want you to know that I
really appreciated the warm
welcome I received at the
welcoming reception on the
Fellowship grounds on Aug.
2. It was so lovely to meet
so many of you in person,
even though we were
wearing masks and
avoiding shaking hands. It
meant so much to me that
you all came out to the
Fellowship, and it warmed
my heart to see the
affection you have for each
other.

Rev.
Karen
Madrone

offering programming to
children and their parents,
especially because parents
are dealing with very
serious demands on them
right now. If Lisa
asks for you to volunteer,
please give her an
enthusiastic YES!

On Aug. 22, the board
had a completely online
board retreat! We had a
wonderful, productive day,
filled with learning and new
awareness. Please know
that the UUFD board
Recently, I met with folks members are working hard
about hospitality and caring on your behalf to serve the
for the UUFD community.
community.
I’m excited about the ideas
that were discussed.
I’d like to introduce you
to the members of the
The Sunday services
Transition Team. This group
group is doing great work,
will work with me as I steer
especially in terms of
the work of this interim
adapting to Zoom for
ministry time at UUFD. Dick
hosting live services.
Zaker, Sam Yeagle and
Sara Cothern have
I am very impressed with enthusiastically agreed to
the RE program and the
serve in this role. We
work that Lisa Coates is
already have met once, and
doing. Lisa and the RE
we are planning our first
Committee are working on Fellowship activity – a
Game Night on Wednesday,

Sept. 9 at 8 p.m. There is
more information about this
in another section of the
newsletter.
Finally, I am available to
talk with any of you about
whatever is on your mind.
You can call me at
312-248-3538, or you can
schedule a time to talk with
me via Zoom at https://
calendly.com/revkaren
madrone. I am also leading
a weekly midday centering
on Fridays from noon to
12:15 p.m. with open office
hours until 1:30 at https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/818121
37916 or you can call 312626-6799 and enter
Meeting ID 818 1213 7916.

Take care,
Rev. Karen

Birthdays
Ash Richard – Sept. 7
Tim McMillin – Sept. 11
Deonne Orvis – Sept. 13
Keith Richard – Sept. 20
Kathy Kline – Sept. 23
Raphaella Prange –
Sept. 25
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Focusing on RE: new events add sizzle to season
We are off and running with our new
RE season. I was concerned by going
completely virtual that our attendance
would diminish. Not the
case! We are now able to
reach so many more people!
We have launched a new
program for adults. It's
called Peacemakers. This is
Lisa Coates a social group on Facebook
that meets once a month
live on Zoom. The purpose of the group
is to provide support, friendship and
resources as caregivers navigate
"parenting during a pandemic." All are
welcome and we have attendees from all
over the country! UU families unite!
We have a fun family event this month
on Sept. 20. UUFD will host Blessing of
the Animals. Everyone can participate in
person or virtually. Rev. Madrone, in
partnership with RE staff, will hold the
event in the parking lot. You may bring

your real pets,
photos or stuffed
toy animals for a
blessing.
Each month I
will host a variety of events for RE
registered students/ families. Please
email RE@UUFD.ORG if you would like to
participate or get more information on
events. Here are the events coming up
this September:
a Peacemakers (Adult Caregivers RE)
Zoom time - Sept. 10 at 8 p.m.
a Intergenerational Online Service: Sept.
13 at 10:15 a.m.
a RE Zoom Class: Sept. 13 at 4 p.m.
a Animal Blessing Event: Sept. 20 at 2
p.m.
a RE Zoom Class: Sept. 27 at 4 p.m.
Our pets are truly
members of our
family, and we
love them with all
our hearts. On
Sunday, Sept. 20,
at 2 p.m., all are
welcome to attend
a (physically
distanced, mask
wearing) Animal

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Web site: uufd.org

Submit items to
eblast_mgrs@uufd.org
by Monday
of each week.

Blessing at the
Fellowship parking
lot! Bring your
pets, or a picture,
or your favorite
stuffed animal or
join us virtually via
Zoom at
https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/
8680261933 .

Dick Zaker is Newsletter
editor. October edition
deadline: Sept. 23
Newsletter@uufd.org
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Revisiting Decatur’s Universalist roots in downtown building
struggled with finances.
They sold the building in
1904 to Charles J. Johnston
and by the time Annie
Greenberg moved her
“Men’s Furnishing and
Shoes” to this site in 1914,
the society was extinct.

(historical notes courtesy of Mark
Sorensen, Illinois State Historian)

David P. Bunn was raised
a Methodist in Ohio, but
moved his young family to
Illinois in 1836 in order to
farm.
Upon arriving in Macon
County, he read a book on
Universalism by Hosea
Ballou that changed his
world, “the same as tearing
away the veil and letting
the light stream in.”
With a convert’s zeal,
Bunn became a firm
believer of the doctrine that
all people had a chance to
get to heaven and that a
loving God would never
allow a permanent hell.
Beginning in 1842, Bunn
was a longtime minister of
the Mount Pulaski
Universalist Church.
In 1854, Bunn organized
the First Universalist Society
of Decatur and watched the
building of a one-story brick
church on East Prairie
Street. His parishioners
believed in education,
equality and good works
and often were leaders of
Decatur’s institutions.
By 1875, the
congregation found their
church too small and
decided to remodel. The
new design called for a first
story with space for two

After 30 years as
Greenberg’s Shoes, in 1944
the Williams family opened
a Women’s Fashion Shop on
the lower level.
businesses with a stairway
between the stores leading
to an “audience room” on
the second floor for use by
the Society.
This new edifice was
dedicated on Sunday, June
4, 1876. The walls and
ceiling of the meeting room
were frescoed, the floor
carpeted, and the windows
were “of stained glass and
arched at the top.”
Pews held 250 people,
while another 100 guests
could be seated on chairs.
A choir area was in the rear.
As other congregations in
Decatur became more
liberal in their beliefs, the
Universalist membership
began to shrink.
Even with revenues from
such businesses as Dr.
Walston’s Surgical Institute
and Cash Penny Laundry,
and others, the Society

In 1978, Jim and Emmy
Williams purchased the
building and closed the
apartments in the upper
levels. Ten years later, Y.S.
Lee took over the fashion
business and a decade
later, Julie and Karin Fisher
opened the Sweet Dreams
Tea Room and Gourmet
Chocolate Shop.
A fire on Dec. 31, 1999
led to a restoration and the
creation of space for shops
and deluxe apartments.
On March 30, 1953,
sixteen religious liberals
met two blocks from the old
Universalist Church in order
to create Decatur’s first
Unitarian Fellowship.
Although never exceeding
80 members, the now
Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur has
persevered for over 50
years.
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understand people
outside your own
echo chamber, giving
you the tools you
need to make a
difference in an usvs.-them world."

Book aims to bridge gap
in discussing politics
In light of the election, this fall Rev.
Karen will be leading a discussion of the
book, "Talking Across the Divide: How to
Communicate with People You Disagree
with and Maybe Even Change the World"
by Justin Lee.
From the book jacket: "In ‘Talking
Across the Divide’, social activist Justin
Lee reveals how to use empathy,
storytelling, and strategic dialogue to
break through the barriers that make
people resistant to differing views ...
[T]his book presents fresh insights to

These gatherings
will take place on
Sept. 17, Oct. 15,
Nov. 19 and Dec. 17
at 7 p.m. Each night,
we will discuss four chapters, but it's okay
if you haven't read it! All are welcome.
This is the Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7724360422.
This is the phone number to call 312-6266799 with Meeting ID 772 436 0422.

Getting on Board: UUFD planning paves way for progress
At its Aug. 15 meeting,
the UUFD Board:
n heard that members
continue to be good about
getting in their pledges
ahead of time

n were updated that Eric
Devore will be getting
n learned there would be
quotes to repave the
no service Sept. 6 on Labor parking lot. The work is to
Day weekend or Nov. 29
be done before the cold
on Thanksgiving weekend
sets in.
n found out Lacey Edwards n asked anyone interested
will return as an RE teacher in learning how to be a
Zoom administer should
n learned the children
call Rev. Karen
signed up for RE before the
pandemic will return for
n decided to hold a Board
virtual classes. This even
Retreat 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
includes Crystal Brockway’s on Aug. 22
family, which has relocated
to Florida!
n were told that anyone
wanting to join a Caring
Committee should contact

Lisa Coates. Details of the
work of this committee will
be worked out, but the
UUA site says similar
groups can send cards,
provide meals, do visits to
shut-ins or perform other
work.
n found out programming
has been scheduled
through November
n heard praise of Rev.
Karen’s assistance in
facilitating Zoom services
from Program Committee
Chair Joyce Throneburg
n learned that the Program
Committee could use
people to join Mark
Sorensen, Sarah
Schrishuhn, Shelli Brunner
and Joyce Throneburg
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A WARM WELCOME
UUFD members masked up and turned out to
greet our new minister, Rev. Karen Madrone, on
Aug. 2.
It was the first “face-to-face” meeting of many
of us since the virus took hold of our lives, and
people seemed happy to be reconnecting.
Kids were romping with kids, art was being
created, and a whole lot of catching up was
accomplished.
Thanks to all who made this possible.
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FOOD DONATION

Webinar to help sharpen
our anti-racism activism
A new webinar series is designed
to deepen our collective participation
in the Movement for Black Lives.

Former UUFD presidents Heather Stoa and Mark Sorensen
helped welcome the delivery of 800 pounds of Hoelting Co.
produce and frozen meat to Decatur’s Northeast Community
Fund in August. The food donation was made possible
through a donation from the Decatur Noon Rotary Club.
Food shortages are an ongoing problem for many who can’t
leave home during the COVID crisis. From left to right,
Rotarian Bill Meyer, Stoa, Northeast director Ed Bacon (a
recent UUFD program presenter), Sorensen and Rotarian
Rachel Moran.

Stay close, stay connected
We hope everyone’s aware of the
online resource for sharing ideas and
new events in our lives.
Typing uufd-communit@
googlegroups.com into your email lets
you ask about upcoming Fellowship
events or find out if someone in the
church knows about something you’ve
been trying to find out.
You could consider it a message
board or a clearinghouse for some of
your needs. It’s another way UUFD
people are trying to stay closer to
UUFD people, especially in this topsyturvy pandemic.

“Taking A Collective Breath:
Deepening our alignment with the
Movement for Black Lives” is a series
built around the elements of the
BREATHE Act and created in a
collaboration between Side With Love
and Unitarian Universalist Service
Committee. The webinars will explore
the components of the BREATHE Act
and utilize its structure as a way to
focus our energies to effectively
support ongoing racial justice work.
Come learn and build with local and
national partners who are shaping
conditions to make liberation possible.
This is an invitation to locate yourself
in this moment as well, we each have
a role to play.
The BREATHE Act seeks to reform
federal laws and eliminate funding for
federal programs that criminalize
Black, Muslim and immigrant
communities, reinvesting our
resources in community solutions for
education, health and the
environment.
The series began in August, with the
remaining sessions:
Tuesday, Sept. 8, 6 p.m.,
“Education: Allocating New Money to
Build Healthy, Sustainable & Equitable
Communities for All People
Tuesday, Sept. 22, 6 p.m.,
“Environmental Justice and Public
Health”
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Activities on Zoom
unless otherwise
indicated

SEPTEMBER
1
Ladies
Lunch noon

6

No

7

8

service –
weekend
‘Healing
Waters’ Madrone/RE
Zoom - 4

3

9

10

14

‘ 20 ‘Days of Awe’-21

15

Ladies
Lunch noon

16

22

23

29

30

4

5

Happy
Hour - 5:30

Fun Night
- 8 p.m.

Labor Day

13

2

Men’s
lunch11:30

Madrone/ Animal
Blessing - 2 p.m.

11

Happy
Peacemakers
Hour - 5:30
- 8 p.m.

17 Book
Group - 7
p.m.

24

18

12
Board10:30

19

Happy
Hour - 5:30

25

Happy
Hour - 5:30

26

(in-person option)

27

‘Spiritual

28

Revolution Osborne/RE
Zoom - 4

Keeping in contact
Consider using some down time to call or
send a note to ones we don’t see often:
Mary Jo Comerford, 37 Maple Ct.,
Decatur, IL 62526
Mary Cleave, Rm. 103, Primrose
Retirement, 1145 W. Arbor Dr., Decatur,
IL 62526
Irma Cushing, 765 Christopher Dr.,
Forsyth, IL 63525, 207-242-0769,
gm.eun17@gmail.com
Carolynn Devore, 250 N. Woodlawn
Ave., Decatur, 62522
Marge Evans, 5584 Traughber Rd.,
Decatur 62521

Bobbie and Willa
Hartman, 1244 E. Whitmer
St., Decatur, 358-2347
62521 bobbiehartman3@
gmail.com
John Hays, Heritage
Health, 1225 Woodland Dr., Mount Zion,
62549
Deonne Orvis, 1100 Fairview Ave., Apt.
220, Parkway Apts., Pana, 62557
John Regan, Hickory Point Christian
Village Room 204, 565 W. Marion Ave.,
Forsyth 62535
Rita Schwake, Primrose Retirement,
Room 119, 1145 W. Arbor Drive, Decatur,
62526, 791-6605
Darwin Shroyer, 25 Forest Knolls Estate,
Decatur, 62521, 429-7776, 433-3855

