
   Longtime UUFD member Mark Sorensen will note the 90th anniversary of
famous gospel music composer Thomas A. Dorsey’s best-known hymn,
“Take My Hand, Precious Lord”. Learn what profound personal tragedy in
1932 caused the choral director of Chicago’s Pilgrim Baptist Church to pen
“When my way grows drear, precious Lord, linger near.” 
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'Oasis: Meeting Needs, Linking to Community'OCT. 2

   The mission of Oasis Day Center is: “To alleviate homelessness in Macon
County and to provide homeless and at-risk individuals with an opportunity
to meet their basic needs while linking them to services in our community”.
Jeff Mueller will explain how they fulfill this mission. Kathy Sorensen will
be the service leader with help from the UUFD Social Action Committee.

'Courage for Justice'OCT. 9

   The word "justice" appears twice in the 7 Principles of Unitarian
Universalism. Our 2nd Principle affirms "justice, equity and compassion in
human relations" and our 6th Principle affirms "the goal of world
community with peace, liberty, and justice for all." Rev. Charley asks how
does the principle of justice call us to be courageous?

'Take My Hand ... Lead Me On'OCT. 16

'Courage for Change'OCT. 23

   Getting a bit of a jump on the November theme of 'change'. this message from Rev.
Charley will explore what it means to make a courageous commitment to change, to
imagining a better future for all beings." 

OCT. 30 'Block by Block Neighborhood Revitalization'
This local 501C3 organization assists low-income, veterans, seniors or disabled
homeowners improve their curb appeal with free repairs, life safety upgrades and
landscaping services. Ryan Raleigh will tell us how, little by little, this group of
volunteers improve economic stability by helping homeowners stay in their homes.



of us live with fear of many kinds. Courage,
our Soul Matters theme for October, is a
theme for reflection, practice and action.
 
   In the classic science fiction novel "Dune",
we read the words called "Litany Against
Fear": Eventually, "I must not fear/Fear is the
mind-killer.
Fear is the little-death that brings total
obliteration/I will face my fear.
I will permit it to pass over me and through me/
And when it has gone past, I will turn the inner
eye to see its path/Where the fear has gone
there will be nothing. Only I will remain."

   I overcame my fear of hellfire with the help of
my Mennonite community, theologians,
spiritual practice and good mental health
treatments. Our UU community can inspire us
to courage in the face of our fears. 

   Reading inspirational texts can stir us to
bravery. Meditation can center our minds in
confident beingness. Talking through our fears
with a caring person can help us realize that
we can take risks and stand up for what we
believe.

   How will you find your courage in these
challenging times? We can find it amongst
each other and within ourselves!

Rev. Charley Earp 

Dear UUFD, 
  The big public events for UUFD in September
were Decatur Pride Fest on the 17th and our
Planned Parenthood presentation on the 18th.

   These two events are integral to our identity
and activism as Unitarian Universalists in
Decatur.

   Affirming lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgender and
other sex/gender identities is
rooted in our principles of 
affirming the dignity and worth 
of everyone and of seeking justice and equity
for all people.

   The necessity of resisting the rollback of
reproductive freedom that culminated in the
Dobbs v. JWHO decision last June is a
reminder that we can never be complacent. The
forces that are criminalizing people who need
reproductive health care are so very often
identical to those who attack LGBTQ+ rights.

   As someone who grew up in a conservative
faith, I didn't deeply question these things until I
was in my mid-30s. I was progressive in
matters of war and economics, and something
of a feminist, but affirming abortion and
LGBTQ+ rights were steps that I feared to take.

   Fear is a powerful force in our lives, and each  
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Minister's message: Affirmation, justice, courage

Dear UUFD people! After a bit of a delay, I have created an appointment calendar! --
https://calendly.com/revcharley/30min 

1) You may book more than one slot, but let me know if you think we need more time than an hour.
2) My general availability is from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., as long as I do not have an existing
appointment.
3) You may set meetings with me when I am in Evanston via zoom. I consider the weeks I am in
Evanston as "on-call" for UUFD activities.
4) As always, you may email me at minister@uufd.org anytime and call me at 872.301.0990.



   I'm writing to you from an airplane on my way
to my grandfather's funeral. Seeing the 
excitement in Walter's face as the plane took to
the sky reminds me that there are endings, but 
also beginnings. As we bury one Walter, another
Walter is just beginning his life. He is learning 
new things every day and will have new things to
teach us as we all grow. 

   Our community at UUFD has 
experienced some major losses in
the past few years. But we have 
also seen new beginnings and 
growth. 
   Lacey has been doing a great job 
with the RE program. They had 10 kids on one
Sunday! How exciting! 
   
   Rev. Charley, our new minister, has brought
fresh perspectives with lots of exciting ideas that
speak to different people. 

   Our Social Action Committee has provided 
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Owen Raleigh -- Oct. 4       
Grace Raleigh -- Oct. 6  
Shelli Brunner --  Oct. 10
Sam Yeagle -- Oct. 15
Dave Snoeyenbos --                   
 Oct. 15
Chelso Frescura --                       
 Oct. 16
Marge Evans -- Oct. 28

Presidential Ponderings
Embrace the new energy new avenues of outreach, including a recent

sponsorship at Pride. 

These are just a few of the changes and new
developments at UUFD in recent weeks. 

   We welcome all our new visitors as often as
they wish to come. We welcome the longtime 
members who have been a steadfast presence
through the years (and decades!). And we find 
joy in the new and the not-so-new, the young
and the not-as-young, and the many interesting 
people from so many walks of life who all
contribute in their own unique way. 

   Endings can be painful, sad and scary. They
can also be the encapsulating bookend of a 
powerful story that holds deep wisdom to inform
our new beginnings. 

Peace and all good,
Sam Yeagle

President
samyeagle4@gmail.com

Around the Fellowship
   Adrian and Chris Devore, sons of Eric
and Carolynn Devore, were named to the
Decatur Public Schools Athletic Hall of
Fame. Both boys were champion tennis
players.

# # #
   Joyce Throneburg and Shelli Brunner are
planning an Adult RE/Social Hike for Oct.
22. More details to come.



Social Action
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Travel size soap and shampoo from hotel
stays
Large liquid soap and shampoos 

Shaving cream and deodorant 
New or gently used towels 

   Oasis Day Center is one focus of the Social
Action Committee. Here are some needed
donations:  

      (portions are distributed to 
      clients for on-site showers).

   Please bring these these items to the
Fellowship; we will present them to Oasis
director Jeff Mueller when he speaks on Oct. 2.
Thank you.

   Some anti-racism yard signs still are available
for $10.

   Meanwhile, the October volunteer dates for Old
King's Orchard Food Pantry are: Wednesday,
Oct. 19 from 1 to 2 p.m. and Thursday, Oct. 20
from 1 to 3:30 (or any part of that time). 

                                     On Wednesday, the job is
                                 to distribute non-perishable 
                                 foods into boxes for clients 
                                 to pick up on Thursday. No
clients are there on Wednesday. 

   Thursday's jobs include arranging perishable
food on tables before the food bank opens (from
1 to 2 p.m.), and from 2 to 3 p.m. assisting
clients, explaining how much they can have of
each items, etc. Questions? Contact Kathy
Sorensen, Dick and Lorelei Zaker, Elizabeth
Jeffery, Marge Evans or Faith Vaught, who have
volunteered! 

Bring your donations and your energy

 If you have ideas for a   subject or a speaker, please contact
Joyce Throneburg, joyce.throneburg@ gmail.com

ON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNET
Facebook pages: UUFD

                Members & Friends,                                               
UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur, IL

 Web site: 
uufd.org

Charro Mexican Restaurant will be the
site of the Second Tuesday 

    Luncheon, noon on Oct. 11.



   Let us gather by the fire for Family Fun Fest
at 5 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 8. The Hospitality and
Caring Committee is sponsoring this game
night and campfire, just days from Halloween. 

                                             The committee will
                                          supply hot dogs, 
                                          buns, condiments, 
                                          drinks and chips. 
                                          You just bring your
favorite board games.

   Meanwhile, you can show your good taste --
sign up to be a coffee host on Sundays.
Barbara Hannon has been generous in doing
this service a lot, but she could use some help.
You already enjoy the drinks and treats
available after the services, so please do your
part to keep it going. We’d hate to go without
some Sunday!

   The coffee making itself is pretty simple. For
one thing, the instructions are posted on the
bulletin board in the kitchen. For another,
Robert Hartman, Dick Zaker or Barbara usually
are around to help you with the steps.
A sign-up sheet still is sitting lonely on the
counter in the foyer – please step up.

   Now, you know how we’re always thinking,
“Gee, it would be great to have more
members”? One often-overlooked piece of the
puzzle is to volunteer to be a greeter on 
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Sundays.  

   Imagine you’re stepping into a building and
situation that’s brand new to you. “Just who are
these folks” and “Will I fit in here?” are questions
that are bound to be in your head.

   Here’s how being a greeter can help lead
someone to membership: Our visitor comes in
and you give them a smile, a handshake and a
friendly “welcome”. Encourage them to sign the
visitor book so they can give us contact
information for follow-ups. 

   Once the person is in the sanctuary, think
about sitting near them and assure them you can
get their answers to questions about UUFD.
Encourage them to stick around for coffee and
discussion, and make sure someone says
goodbye to them and that we’ll see them next
time.

   So, what have you done by helping out this
way? You’ve likely helped them answer those
“fitting-in” questions mentioned above. If the
visitor likes us, they will return. If they keep
returning, you might see them sign the
membership book some day. But even if they
don’t, you have made their Sunday just a little
better.

   Sign up as a greeter for some future Sunday
on the sheet in the foyer.

Family fun -- and a call to step up
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   "A Bitter Veil: An American Woman Trapped in Khomeini’s
Iran" will be discussed at 8 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20, over
Zoom. Libby Fischer Hellmann sets the political thriller in
revolutionary Iran.

  "Readers will be drawn into an inside look at Iran in the late
1970s and gain perspective on what the people in that time
and place endured," Amy Alessio of BookReporter.com said
of this meticulously researched, fast-paced political thriller. 

   Contact Kathy Sorensen, kathysorensen1@comcast.net,
with any questions. All are welcome to the meeting!

Third Thursday Book Club

Soul Support 
talks Courage

   On Wednesday, Oct 12, at 7 p.m. at the Fellowship, attendees will
be talking about Courage, which is the Soul Matters topic for the
month of October. Shelli Brunner will email out supporting materials,
so if folks want to be included in that email, please advise Shelli.   

Sam Yeagle - President
Shelli Brunner - Vice President

Tim McMillin - Treasurer
Faith Vaught - Secretary

Robert Hartman - at large 
Sarah Schrishuhn - at large

Sara Cothern - at large
Pat Rossiter - Past President 

UUFD Board
   There will be no November or December
editions. 

   For the next couple of months, please send
announcements or articles to
Joyce.throneburg@ gmail.com for the weekly
EBlast.

Newsletter takes a holiday



Keeping in contact
Irma Cushing, 765 Christopher Dr., Forsyth, IL 63525, 207-242-0769, gm.eun17@gmail.com

Carolynn Devore, 250 N. Woodlawn Ave., Decatur, 62522

Deonne Orvis, 1100 Fairview Ave., Apt. 220, Parkway Apts., Pana, 51557 217-562-2573 

Rita Schwake, Imboden Creek Assisted Living, Room 204, 185 W. Imboden Drive, Decatur, 62521,
217-791-6605

Mel Weinstein, 1147 E. Buena Vista Ave., Decatur 62521, 217-521-9702. Call before visiting.

To attend is human, to participate, divine
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   The Greater Decatur Humanists group will
resume meeting monthly a 7 p.m. on Oct. 5 at
the Fellowship.

   The topic for the first meeting will be the
effects of the pandemic and considerations for
the next, inevitable pandemic, whatever that
might be.

   For those not familiar with the group, here
are the goal and format of the meetings. A
topic is determined, and however many people
seem appropriate will present on that topic. 

   This presentation is at the discretion of the
presenter, but it can include education,
questions, controversies related to the topic or
any other relevant details. 

   Furthermore, the discussion leader can
present in the format of choice. Treat the
whole topic as a discussion? A presentation of
20 minutes with discussion afterwards?
Overview followed by questions to be explored 

by the group? 

   Next, this group has covered a broad range
of topics. As one might expect, the discussion
never really “ends” as there is always more that
can be said about these topics. But with
everything going on in the world today, there is
certainly something new to discuss each
month. Here’s a list of the titles of some of the
previous presentations:

Humanism 101
Humanism During the Holidays

Growth Busters
Religious Fundamentalism

Education Around the World
Human Behavior

Value of Human Life
Economic Growth

Globalization

   If discussions about any of these topics pique
your curiosity, please consider joining us on
Oct. 5, as we explore one of the many
conundrums facing the world.
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Can you spot the UUs in this picture? Sure enough, that's Bill Harbeck at left in
the back row and Mark Sorensen at the right in that row. (We'll give you a

second to take in versions of these two fellows from 1976. This is a partial view
of the '76 MacArthur High School track team. This was Bill's first year in charge

of the Mac team and Mark's last of five years coaching track.

Trends show Christian numbers declining
   (From the Pew Research Center)
   Since the 1990s, large numbers of Americans
have left Christianity to join the growing ranks of
U.S. adults who describe their religious identity
as atheist, agnostic or “nothing in particular.” This
accelerating trend is reshaping the U.S. religious
landscape, leading many people to wonder what
the future of religion in America might look like.

   What if Christians keep leaving religion at the
same rate observed in recent years? What if
switching were to stop, but other demographic
trends – such as migration, births and deaths –
were to continue at current rates? To help
answer such questions, Pew Research Center
has modeled several hypothetical scenarios
describing how the U.S. religious landscape
might change over the next half century.

   The Center estimates that in 2020, about 64%
of Americans, including children, were Christian.
People who are religiously unaffiliated,
sometimes called religious “nones,” accounted
for 30% of the U.S. population.

 Adherents of all other religions – including
Jews, Muslims, Hindus and Buddhists –
totaled about 6%.

   Depending on whether religious switching
continues at recent rates, speeds up or
stops entirely, the projections show
Christians of all ages shrinking from 64% to
between a little more than half (54%) and
just above one-third (35%) of all Americans
by 2070. Over that same period, “nones”
would rise from the current 30% to
somewhere between 34% and 52% of the
U.S. population.

   This study presents formal demographic
projections of what could happen under a
few illustrative scenarios based on trends
revealed by decades of survey data from
Pew Research Center.

(For more on this study: https://www.
pewresearch.org/religion/2022/09/13/modeli

ng-the-future-of-religion-in-america/)


