
                                     How does the overturning of Roe v Wade affect our community? 
                                     Madison Angell (she/they), Planned Parenthood’s Community
Engagement Coordinator for Downstate Illinois and Deonn Strathman (any/all), Director
of Education and Community Engagement, will discuss how the agency has been
preparing for the new reality,how the decision will affect marginalized communities, and
what actions you can take to make a difference. 
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'Lift up Labor'SEPT. 4

   No service on this special day. In the midst of relaxing and
celebrating, take a moment to consider the sacrifices by all
those who made this holiday possible -- yay, eight-hour day! 

'9/11: Belonging to the Whole World'SEPT. 11

   We belong to people, places, and times, Rev. Charley Earp notes. No
person is an island: We truly need each other and others need us. How do
we belong to this planet we all share? How do we build transformative
possibilities into our lives? 

'Planned Parenthood of Illinois (PPIL) in a Post-Roe World'SEPT. 18

'Cosmic Divine Love'SEPT. 25
One of Rev. Charley's favorite lines from the Bible says "One
who loves, knows God, for God is Love." But so many think
of God as wrathful! Our Universalist traditions paint a 
wonderful vision of perfecting love infusing all of life from the
Infinite Source of Our Existence. What does it mean to see
love as truly divine on a cosmic scale?



   Eventually, a new openness will emerge; at
best an eagerness and enthusiasm for new 
possibilities. At the least, a resolve to move
forward with intention into whatever is the next 
reality. 

   Ask yourself, "what major transitions in my
own life are impacting me?" "What departures
and losses still ripple in my heart and mind?" 

   I think of the pandemic, the recent Supreme
Court decisions, rising cost of living and events
like Jan. 6, 2021, as negative, impactful 
 events in our collective lives. Even good
events -- new job, new relationship, children
and grandchildren growing up -- will bring us
into new challenging spaces. 

   This coming September, we will explore the
theme of "Belonging" and the shared
community that UUFD has built and the wider
relationships that sustain and challenge our
community. 
 
   I look forward to being with all of you as we
move towards our shared ministry future! 
I would love to hear from each and every one
of you!

Rev. Charley Earp 
Revcharleyearp@gmail.com 

872-301-0990

Dear UUFD, 
   I am writing to you from Montgomery, Ala.,
where I am attending the Transitional 
Ministry Training conference of the UUA.
Dozens of ministers from around the U.S. and
Canada are learning together about good
ministry to congregations in transition. 
 
   Today, we spent a good bit
of time reflecting on some 
aspects of how congrega-
tions and people navigate 
major life transitions. It is 
similar to grief transitions, 
and it is helpful to think of it that way. 

   When a ministry leader -- professional or
volunteer -- departs a congregation, the loss
sends ripples and sometimes shock waves
through a community. All sorts of reactions can
come from such departures; anger, relief,
regret, depression and many others. 

   Processing such emotions takes time and
deserves respectful attention. Over time, a new
phase will occur that is more ambiguous.
Uncertainty is the main emotion in play, though
many of the emotions of the initial departure
remain. These periods take time to move into
and through and their impacts will linger into the
future. 
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Minister's message: Seeking new openness

 If you have ideas for a  
 subject or a speaker,   

 please contact
Joyce Throneburg,
joyce.throneburg@

gmail.com

ON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNET
Facebook pages: UUFD

        Members & Friends,                                                       
UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur, IL

 Web site: uufd.org

Napoli's restaurant
in downtown

Decatur will be 
the lunch site at

noon on Tuesday,
Sept. 13
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Tim McMillin - Sept. 11
Sabrina Cothern - Sept. 11

Deonne Orvis - Sept. 13
Kathy Kline - Sept. 23

Elizabeth McMillin - Sept. 24
Raphaella Prange - Sept. 25

   We’ve got a month of services under our belt,
and I think things are going great! Rev. Charley
is getting settled in and has proven to be a very
dynamic speaker! It has been wonderful to see
all of our friends and reconnect after the July
break. What a great start to our year!

   The work on the ceiling in the RE
room is going great! They are right 
on time and doing fantastic work. 
They have also been very conscien-
tious of our space and cleaning up 
after themselves. We will getting a
 fan for that room to keep the air moving so that
we don’t run into the same problem in a few
years. Lacey and the RE kids can’t wait to get
back in there!

   On Sunday, Aug. 14, we were happy to have
Bob Fredrickson visit us all the way from Nova
Scotia! His parents were among the group that
started our UU Fellowship! It was lovely to see
him and hear some of his stories about those
early days. 

   Before we ended the service that day, Bob 

Presidential Ponderings
Getting our groove back said that he had something he would like to

share. He told the Fellowship how glad he was
that we are still meeting and how lucky he felt to
have been raised in the UU tradition. Bob and
his four siblings wanted to help ensure that the
Fellowship would keep growing and being a part
of this community. Then Bob handed me an
envelope with a check for $25,000 as a donation
from the Fredrickson siblings! 

   To say that leadership was shocked is a
massive understatement! The Board and the
Trustees will be discussing the best way to utilize
the money, but we may be able to avoid a Trust
draw this year! If you would like to send Bob a
note of gratitude, let me know and I will pass on
his information.

   As always, your friends are cooking up some
fabulous things for the coming months! I will say
that you should keep Saturday, Oct. 22, 2022,
clear on your calendar… Stay tuned!

Peace and all good,
Sam Yeagle

President
samyeagle4@gmail.com

Dick Zaker is the
newsletter editor.  

  Submit items for the         
      October edition  

by Sept. 23:
Newsletter@uufd.org
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   It’s almost time for some fall fun! Mark your
calendars for an intergenerational fall celebration
on Oct. 22. We’ll have lots of 
activities to keep the kids entertained
and a bonfire to keep everyone 
warm. 

   As summer comes to a close, 
the kids have been enjoying 
playing outside while our RE room 
has some construction work done. In the
upcoming month, the kids will be learning more
about having a sense of belonging, and what it
means to belong to our wonderful UUFD  

community. The kids will be sharing some of our
RE group rituals and some of the things they
about having a sense of belonging, and what it
means to belong to our wonderful UUFD  
                     community. The kids will be sharing
                     some of our RE group rituals and    
                     some of the things they have made 
                     in RE during the children’s focus 
                     time in our services, giving them an 
                     opportunity to share with the rest of
                     the congregation why UUFD is
important to them! 
 

Lacey Edwards (She/They) 
Lead Religious Education Teacher 

Promising some RE fun!

Social Action

   We're looking to see how we can help the
Oasis Day and Resource Center. Help us help
them by donating any of the following: 
   -- Travel size soap and shampoo from hotel 
stays
   -- Large liquid soap and shampoos.
These stay at Oasis, and portions 
are distributed to clients for their 
on-site showers.     
   -- Shaving cream and deodorant 
   -- New or gently used towels 

   Please start bringing these items to the
Fellowship and place them in a bin in the 
lobby. We will present all to the Oasis director
when he speaks on Oct. 2. 

Pride Fest, Saturday, Sept. 17, in Fairview Park
Volunteers are needed to work two-hour shifts,
starting at 10 a.m., distributing UU literature and
talking to participants. Bring a lawn chair and 

enjoy the fun! 

Old King’s Orchard Community Center Food
Bank: Thursday, Sept. 22 
   -- 1-2 p.m. -- setting up for food giveaway (no 
                                 clients present)  
   --                            2-3:30 -- working behind a 
                                 table to assist 
                                 clients with food selection. 
                                 This is not heavy work, but
extra hands are much appreciated. Please give
an hour or more. 

   OKO is at 815 N. Church St. Enter the gym
door facing Green Street. Speak to any Social
Action Committee member for more information
or to sign up: Elizabeth Jeffery, Kathy Sorensen,
Shelli Brunner, Lorelei and Dick Zaker, 
Marge Evans. 

   We have been busy!

Let's help Oasis Center, Pride Fest, OKO



Sam Yeagle - President
Shelli Brunner - Vice President

Tim McMillin - Treasurer
Faith Vaught - Secretary

Robert Hartman - at large 
Sarah Schrishuhn - at large

Sara Cothern - at large
Pat Rossiter - Past President 

UUFD Board

 If you have ideas for a   subject or a speaker,  please contact
Joyce Throneburg, joyce.throneburg@ gmail.com

ON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNET Facebook pages: UUFD Members & Friends, UUFD - Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL web site: uufd.org

Keeping in contact
Irma Cushing, 765 Christopher Dr., Forsyth,
IL 63525, 207-242-0769,
gm.eun17@gmail.com

Carolynn Devore, 250 N. Woodlawn Ave.,
Decatur, 62522

Deonne Orvis, 1100 Fairview Ave., Apt. 220,
Parkway Apts., Pana, 51557 217-562-2573 

Rita Schwake, Imboden Creek Assisted
Living, Room 204, 185 W. Imboden Drive,
Decatur, 62521, 217-791-6605

Darwin Shroyer, Tanglewood Village, 1293 S.
34th St., Apt. 103, Decatur 62521 217-433-
3855 
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onBOARDonBOARD  
   Committee chairs are asked to send in their
monthly reports by Sept. 6. These reports should
be emailed to Faith Vaught
(faithvaught@comcast.net), ideally attached as a
document.
   Also, we have set up a Board Google group so
anyone can email uufd-board@googlegroups.
com, and that will go to all Board members. Any
questions, comments or concerns can be sent to
this email address. 

   As a show of respect for our shared community,
the UUFD Board has updated COVID protocols
that we hope will help everyone feel safe and
valued as we gather on Sundays.

Around the Fellowship
   Mary Lovell and Stuart Black will be moving to
a retirement community in Tucson, Ariz., this
fall. As they put it, "Rather than choosing to
move away from Decatur, we see this as a
forward-looking move. We will be joining a
unique community in a sunny, largely
progressive 'village' of about 300 people." 

   Both of these fine people have given richly of
their time and talents to UUFD over years. 

# # #
   Former UUFD members Cindy Giesing and
Linda Osborne will be visiting Decatur on Sept.
16-18. They will be attending Decatur Pride
Fest on the 17th and attend our services on the
18th. The Zakers will have a get-together after
the service for them at their home.

   We request that in order to protect our most
at-risk members and friends that everyone
wear a mask while in the sanctuary.
   We are excited to announce a return of
coffee time! To maintain a comfortable
environment, masks will be optional outside
the sanctuary.

mailto:faithvaught@comcast.net
mailto:uufd-board@googlegroups.com
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   A novel based on the turmoil in the Dominican
Republic under the dictatorship of Rafael Trujillo is
the subject of the September meeting. 

   "In the Time of the Butterflies" by Julia Alvarez
will be discussed at 8 p.m. on Sept. 15 via Zoom.

   Alvarez, who comes from the Caribbean nation,
writes of three sisters who helped establish an
underground resistance to the strongman. The
book is a tale of family devotion, courage and
patriotism.

Third Thursday Book Club

Soul Support 
gets to planning

   Come and look in on this group, meeting Wednesday, Sept. 14, at
7 p.m. at church. Bring beverage of choice and snacks if you like. 

   Members will be making decisions about content for the year. 

Rethinking of core UU values is underway
(from UU World magazine)

   The team chosen to suggest revisions to the
Unitarian Universalist Association’s Article II —
the defining statements of the faith’s values,
inspirations and reasons for being — brought its
work to the 2022 General Assembly in June.

   At the Portland meeting, members of the Article
II Study Commission suggested new language,
asked questions of delegates and other UUs, and
invited discussion.

   The Rev. Cheryl M. Walker, who co-chairs the
six-member commission, made it clear that the
group is working on faith fundamentals. The
commission, she said, is undertaking a
“comprehensive review” and “nothing is sacred.”

    The Rev. Meg Riley, UUA co-moderator, said 

the potential revision of the portion of the
UU bylaws that includes the Seven
Principles, Six Sources and statements on
inclusion and freedom of belief is “the
juiciest part of what is going on in our faith
today.”
  
   The Rev. William G. Sinkford, a former
UUA president, stressed the importance of  
revising what Unitarian Universalism
stands for. “Answers that served us
yesterday have to be tested against the
needs of a new day,” said Sinkford.

   No votes were taken on Article II at
General Assembly in June. The Article II
Study Commission faces a January 2023
deadline to present recommendations to
the UUA Board of Trustees. 

https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/committees/article-ii-study-commission/about-article-2
https://www.uuworld.org/articles/commission-considers-changes

