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Texas, but Illinois is where I truly belong,
having lived not only in Chicago, Evanston
and Des Plaines, but also Peoria, Bushnell
and Rochelle! I most recently served the
Unitarian Church of Quincy in 2020-21. 
   Though I have applied to serve UU
congregations in places as far-flung as
London and Alaska, being chosen to serve in
Quincy and now Decatur seems to be a bit of
serendipity. I look forward to meeting each
and every one of you and hearing your
stories! 
   What I may not talk much about in my
Sunday messages is my love of rock music,
outlaw country (Willie Nelson and Johnny
Cash!), Star Trek, Lake Michigan, whiskey
sours, karaoke nights, the Caribbean and
science. Feel free to ask me about them!

Hello, Decatur -- I'm Charley Earp

Dear Decatur UU members and friends! 
   This month, we begin a new journey together,
and I'm very excited to get started!
   I've chosen the theme of "Calling" for this open
month in the Soul Matters calendar. 
   I journey to your community from the far-off
County of Cook, where my wife, daughter and I
have lived since 1986, with my son joining us in
1989. 
   Though I'm a native Texan from Abilene, I've
lived more of my life in Illinois. 
   I'll always have a special place in my heart for 
 

    I'll be living in Decatur for three weeks at a
time in the Stones Crossing apartments and
traveling back to Evanston to spend the week
with my wife every fourth week.   
   For even more about me and my hopes for
our shared ministry, see the interview by our 
own Dick Zaker. 
   Feel free to email me at minister@uufd.org 
or text me at 872-301-0990 anytime!



'Is Ruminating Stopping Your Progress?'
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   Have you ever come up with an idea but stopped yourself before taking
any steps towards making it happen? Fear, mistakes, choices, revisions
and perfectionism can keep us from moving forward. Join Gabriela Brunner
of The New Firm as as we explore these topics and find sustainable ways to
make sure we don't stay stuck. Shelli Brunner will be service leader. 

AUG. 28

August services:   For Zoom, click "Link to Sunday services"    
on uufd.org website

'Called Together For Transformation' AUG. 7
   Every UU congregation has a calling, as does every UU minister. Rev.
Charley sees his calling as dedicated to transformation, both collective and
personal. Interconnecting our distinct callings within a collaborative
mission is the work that invites us all together into a new story that builds 
upon our pasts and calls us forward to a new future. 

'A Radical Journey' AUG. 14
   How did a Pentecostal preacher's kid end up becoming a Unitarian
Universalist minister? It took nine years with a commune, a couple
decades with the Quakers and some other twists and turns. Rev.
Charley will discuss his background.

'Faith Healing' AUG. 21
   Rev. Charley says one of his favorite songs from childhood is
"Brother Love's Traveling Salvation Show" by Neil Diamond. It vividly
evokes the revivalistic experiences of growing up Pentecostal. Does
"faith healing" have anything to do with progressive religion today?

Around the Fellowship
   Soul Support will meet Wednesday, Aug. 10,
at 7:30 p.m. The meeting may be at church or
on Zoom. Regular attendees will be polled to
choose the site.

###
   Shelli Brunner is working on a calendar of
scheduled meetings in the building so there are
no conflicts.  

   This month's luncheon will be noon,
Wednesday, Aug. 10, at DJ's on 
Chestnut in Assumption. Carpooling will be
available by meeting at Zakers', 2870 S. Forrest
Green Drive, by 11:15 a.m.

###
   Look for the August selection for the UUFD
Book Club in the upcoming eBlasts.
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Ada Elder dies at 78
   Ada Elder, a 36-year member of UUFD,
passed away on July 8 in Decatur. Ada, 78, had
been a hairdresser for 53 years. She and her
husband, Al Brumett, celebrated their golden
anniversary earlier this year. A sister also
survives in Indiana.

Rita Schwake - Aug. 16
Jack Sekosky - Aug. 17

Vern Thistlethwaite -
Aug. 21

    Jen and Tim McMillin – Aug. 28
Sara and Larz Cothern – Aug. 30

     If you'd like to add your anniversary, email                         
Dick Zaker at newsletter@uufd.org.

 

Social Action Committee seeing, meeting needs

Our Social Action Committee
performed some fantastic outreach in
mid-June at the Juneteenth
celebration in Central Park. Shelli
Brunner, Kathy Sorensen, Elizabeth
Jeffery (and apologies to anyone we
may be overlooking) handed out cool
water and delivered the anti-racism
message. Social Action meets on
Mondays at 6 p.m. and would love it if
you’d consider joining them.

   Our Social Action Committee has been seeing the
needs of the community and has been working
throughout the year to help meet them.
   The group -- Elizabeth Jeffery, Shelli Brunner, Kathy
Sorensen, Marge Evans and Lorelei and Dick Zaker —
have been getting to know which agencies are working to
end racism in Macon County. They are selecting
programs in the community that they can assist on a
regular basis.
   The committee has been active in these projects:
-- Staffing a table at the Juneteenth celebration
-- Donating books to the Decatur Public Library on topics
of acceptance of all kinds of people
-- Assisting with food distribution at Old King’s Orchard
neighborhood center
-- Ordering signs indicating UUFD wants people to “Say
No to Racism” (still available for a small cost at the
Fellowship)
-- Rallying to protest the Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade
decision
   Look to emails, eBlast, newsletter and Families and
Friends Facebook page to learn whether the meetings
will be in person or on Zoom.



   Hello, my UUFD Family! Did anybody melt in
the heat? If so, we will be sure to include you in
the Water Ceremony this year! 

   I am so excited for this year at 
UUFD! Thank you all for entrusting
me to be president of the board this
year. We are making some
changes, and they will require a bit
of flexibility on our part, but I think 
they will be good for the health of our Fellowship. 

   First off, we will be welcoming our new
minister, Rev. Charley Earp! Working with him
this summer in preparation for his arrival has
been a delight. I think Rev. Charley will be good
for us. He is very focused on relationships and
wants to be part of our family, which I think is
very important for us right now. I hope you all will 
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Presidential Ponderings
          Samy Eagle and the             

August inauguration
join me in giving Rev. Charley a warm welcome
and helping him get settled in Decatur!

On Sunday, Aug. 7, the board will be introducing
a new system for taking care of our building.
These procedures will help us all feel more
connected to each other and to our Fellowship
home. Please keep an open mind as we try new
things! I recognize that we will probably need to
make adjustments as we go, which is why I need
all of you to be on board and help us figure out
the best ways to achieve our shared goals.

   This year is going to be amazing! I am
anticipating a lot of growth in myriad ways. Come
on this marvelous journey with me!

Peace and all good,
Sam Yeagle

President
samyeagle4@gmail.com

   Back and refreshed from the July break, our
Chalice Children’s RE group have lots of fun 
and educational activities planned for this fall. 

   Having worked with previous director of RE, Lisa
Coates, I am very excited to have given the
opportunity to take over the duties of lead teacher
for our wonderful group of kids. 

   I have had the pleasure of working at UUFD for
three years now, officially joining the fellowship in
2019 as a freshman at Millikin University. As I
approach the end of my undergraduate education
in art therapy, I am increasingly more grateful for

the experiences and community connections that
being a part of the Fellowship has offered me.
Our RE classes focus on teaching UU values
such as kindness, respect for others, equality
and taking care of our environment and
community. The kids also get to learn about
other cultures and religions, do fun crafts,
movement activities and bond with their friends! 

   For new families interested in learning more
about RE, please feel free to join our Facebook
group, UUFD Families, to keep updated on all of
our upcoming activities. 
 

Lacey Edwards (She/They) 
Lead Religious Education Teacher 

RE is ready to roll!



Sam Yeagle - President
Shelli Brunner - Vice President

Tim McMillin - Treasurer
Faith Vaught - Secretary

Robert Hartman - at large 
Sarah Schrishuhn - at large

Sara Cothern - at large
Pat Rossiter - Past President 

New UUFD Board

 If you have ideas for a  
 subject or a speaker,   

 please contact
Joyce Throneburg,
joyce.throneburg@

gmail.com

ON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNET
Facebook pages: UUFD

        Members & Friends,                                                       
UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur, IL

 Web site: uufd.org

Dick Zaker is the
newsletter editor.  

  Submit items for the         
      September edition  

by Aug. 23:
Newsletter@uufd.org

Keeping in contact
Irma Cushing, 765 Christopher Dr., Forsyth,
IL 63525, 207-242-0769,
gm.eun17@gmail.com
Carolynn Devore, 250 N. Woodlawn Ave.,
Decatur, 62522

Deonne Orvis, 1100 Fairview Ave., Apt. 220,
Parkway Apts., Pana, 51557 217-562-2573 

Rita Schwake, Primrose Retirement, Room
119, 1145 W. Arbor Drive, Decatur, 62526,
791-6605

Darwin Shroyer, Tanglewood Village, 1293 S.
34th St., Apt. 103, Decatur 62521 217-433-
3855 
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onBOARDonBOARD  
   Here are highlights from the July 16 Board
meeting:
   -- A contract for ceiling repairs in the Religious
Education room has been approved. Tiles will
be removed to check for damage.

   -- A trial system for cleaning the building was
adopted. Jobs will be created on cards with the
necessary steps involved and the time involved
for each job. Each Sunday after 
Discussion, members of the congregation can
pick a job and do it. Some jobs are not 

necessary every week and will be rotated in. It
was suggested that at certain times 
through the year, we would hire someone to do
a deep clean. 

 Volunteer with organizations in your area
registering new voters, doing early voter
drives, or assisting ballot initiatives that
advance justice. 
 Connect with your UU State Action Network 
 Go door-to-door in your own neighborhood
talking to neighbors about what issues
matter to them (structure questions to elicit
conversation, not just answers).
 Sign up to be an elections monitor 
 Send a letter to the editor on a ballot
question or contested issue you care about. 
 Stay connected with UUtheVote via
Facebook Group and email list

1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

6.

   7. Ask your friends if they’re registered, and
urge them to do so if not.
 

UUA tips on election help

http://cuusan.org/sans-directory/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/509770206273429/
https://secure.everyaction.com/RQ1z7v5Ca0CmNaGrgJuUSQ2
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   First off, our new minister’s
name is pronounced “arp”.
Charley Earp comes from a
different branch of the family
tree than the legendary sheriff.
His is the Scottish way of
saying the name, while his
“distant, distant cousin’s”
pronunciation is British.

   Before Charley entered the
UU ministry, he spent 14 years
in the travel business. 

   He compared that work with
his religious approach. “Giving
people an optimistic vacation
experience is like a good
Sunday service in that you put
them in touch with a higher
potential, apart from their other
roles and expectations.”
    
   Charley has traveled a long
and winding religious road
since being born in Texas 59
years ago. He is a son of an
Assembly of God minister. 
  
   However, his father’s
Pentecostal faith wouldn’t
sustain Charley past his early
20s. “I left the Assembly of
God because of their politics. I
wanted to be an activist, but in
a Christian context,” he said.
  
   Charley was attracted to the
“Jesus People” movement, 

Travels with Charley
largely because of their
pacifist philosophy. He lived
in a Mennonite commune for
10 years.

   In 1997, he was attracted
to the Quakers “for less of a
biblical fixation and for
immediate inspiration.” 
   
   But something stirred in
Charley after a racially
charged shooting in 2012.
“Trayvon Martin’s death was
meaningful to me,” Charley
said. “I wanted a progressive
church that was racially
diverse.”

   He found it in 2014 with the
Peoples Church in Chicago.
The congregation includes
Christians, UUs and others
who value justice and 
 progressive values.

   Meanwhile, Charley started
thinking seriously about
“joining the family business".

   “I had wanted to be a
minister since the age of 6,”
he said. The UU influence at
Peoples Church led him to
the Meadville Lombard
School in Chicago, where he
received his ministerial
degree in 2018.

   Charley’s turn to Unitarian
Universalism springs from a
desire to improve life for people.
“I want to create a progressive
community in a place where I
can have the most freedom
theologically. UU matches my
calling and mission.”

   These are his initial goals for
his Decatur ministry:
1) Create trusting and positive
collaboration between himself
and UUFD.
2) Inspire UUFD with enthusiasm
for its calling within the wider
community.
3) Promote the enrichment of life
that UUFD can bring to the lives
of those in the wider community.
4) Engage with the social needs
and challenges of the wider
community.

   “I will be following the lead of
your active members in terms of
what issues I address in my role
as your minister”, he said.

   Charley Earp has set a high 
standard for his work with us.
    “I want to capture a
progressive world view adjacent
to my own world view. There are
a lot of wounded in the
community. On a Sunday, we
need to center the  best of our
interests to be a really good
community.”  


