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                          Is common ground possible 
                       in our current climate? Amber
                       Lusvardi is an instructor of 
                       political science at Millikin 
                       University and PhD candidate
at Purdue University. She has a specific
focus on how social movements frame
issues. She will explain that it may be
necessary to update our toolkit on how to
talk to people with a different point of view. 

   As we review our UU 
2nd Principle: "Justice, 
Equity and Compassion 
in Human Relations", 
Daniel Goleman, author 
of "Emotional Intelligence", helps us
understand the challenges we face in
becoming more compassionate. Goleman
has been a science journalist for the New
York Times. Joyce Throneburg is the service
leader.
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'Why Aren’t We More Compassionate?
   In 1893, a mob from Mount
Zion broke into the Macon 
County Jail in and hanged 
Black prisoner Sam Bush.                      
 Our own Mark Sorensen is the 
Macon County Historian and co-chair
of the committee leading the
commemoration of Bush’s death   

FEB. 6 
'Why Decatur Let Sam Bush Get Lynched'

                             Tony Holly, community 
                          initiatives manager of the 
                         Community Foundation of 
                         Macon County, will speak.    
                         The foundation’s recent 

benefits include the Adult Scholarship
program, that helps nontraditional students
return to school; the Racial Equity and
Inclusion grants that have funded five $500
micro-grants to county teachers; and the
Dani Rubin-Kater fund that purchases
COVID kits to give to Macon County
residents. Program leaders will be our
UUFD Social Action Committee.



   Hi Friends! I hope you are
doing well during this difficult
time of distance. I miss
gathering together. I miss
singing. I miss the hugs! 
                         UUFD is such 
                       a friendly, 
                       warm congre-
                       gation. I con-
                       stantly feel 
                       grateful for this
beloved community we have. 

   My heartache was soothed
the other night for our "Game
NIght Gala!" It was so lovely
to see each other, laugh and
chat. We had a nice turnout of
members but were missing
many of you. Please try to join
in on these online events.
Even if "Zoom" is not your
thing, I encourage you to give
it another try. You are truly
missed. If you are unsure how
to "Zoom," please reach out
to me and I will get you
connected.  

   This month's theme for Soul
Matters is "Widening the Circle."
The focus is on adapting,
evolving, fostering a sense of
trust and belonging. I'm taking a
leadership course where this is
the main concept for building a
healthy UU congregation. If you
are interested in receiving more
information on this topic, please
let me know. I will include you in
our Soulful Home recipient list. 

   Soulful Home is our new
online RE program that provides
UU religious education
materials directly to your inbox
for you to access on your own
time. There are videos, book
suggestions, journal and 

Lisa Coates
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discussion prompts. 

   Since it's February, our
groundhog friend will be
making his return! Please join
UUFD Members and Friends
Facebook page to follow the
groundhog adventures! He will
be traveling solo this time
around town, making stops at
various attractions. Your job
will be to identify his location in
the photos. 

   Children's RE via Zoom will
be returning at 4 p.m. on Feb
13 and 27. The link will be
emailed and posted to the
UUFD Families Facebook
page. 

   Please feel free to contact
me at RE@UUFD.org for
information about our
programs. 

Lisa Coates
302-357-4721 

   Rev. Miley Palmer, a
wonderful speaker at our
Fellowship many a time, died
Jan. 24 at age 84. His 
sermons uniformly 
were as thought-
provoking as they 
were easy to understand. Miley
clearly was a deep thinker but   

came across as a wise uncle you
saw only at holiday dinners.

   Miley retired as a Methodist
minister, but he served as an
interim minister in several local
churches, including First
Presbyterian and Westminster
Presbyterian.

Miley Palmer's
passing will
leave a void

mailto:RE@UUFD.org
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   (from Lisa Coates) "Please join me and the
Hospitality Committee in making Valentines
for our UUFD friends and members. 

   I'm asking RE families to create five to 10
cards by Saturday, Feb 5. I will collect the
cards and make sure they are mailed out in
time for Valentine's day! 

   Please make homemade cards that will fit
in a 5x8 envelope. Include your names, such
as "from The Doe Family of UUFD" or "John
and family of UUFD." I will get them
addressed and mailed. 

   Drop them off at my house or I can come to
you by Feb 5. If you don't want to participate
but would like to help, I will take donations for
stamps, envelopes, stickers, etc. Any
remaining money will go to the next RE
project. I need to know if you are 
 participating ASAP. 

Join the card fun!

Soul Support report
   The "bad news" is that the Soul Support
meeting was canceled in January. The "good
news" is that that discussion will be held
Wednesday, Feb. 9, at 7:30 p.m. The material
is Chapter 11 - Happiness of our book
"Listening Hearts, Miracles". Drop in; it's OK if
you haven't read the book or attended past
sessions. It's not graded -- not even pass/fail!

... as for Book Club
   The UUFD Third Thursday Book Club will
meet on Thursday, Feb. 17, at 8 p.m. via
Zoom.The book is "Wish You Were Here" by
Jodi Picoult. 

   According to the New
York Times, it is “a 
transporting and 
transcendent novel 
about seeking out 
glimmers of light in the
darkness … (will) 
squeeze you heart and
expand your mind”. 

   Kathy Sorensen found it timely and, frankly
“un-put downable.” Read the book if you can,
but come anyway -- hey, it's interesting UUs,
expressing opinions. Questions? Contact
Kathy.  

                       The Unitarian Universalist 
                    Association is a faith community 
                    of more than 1,000 congrega-
                    tions that bring to the world a
vision of religious freedom, tolerance and
social justice.



   As Mother Nature is resting up for the busy
spring, so is the UUFD Board. We are actively
meeting and laying some groundwork for many
projects, but there isn’t as much to report these
days.

   Everyone should know at this 
point that Macon County’s COVID                    
 numbers are not good. They are                              
starting to get better, but our                        
 hospitals are still overwhelmed                         
 and we need to do all that we can                           
to support our health care system. Therefore,
UUFD will continue to meet on Zoom and
gather in person outdoors when the weather
permits. 

   The Search Committee has completed our
Congregational Report and submitted it to the
UUA as the first step towards finding our next
minister! Chris Yeagle has graciously agreed to
be a part of the committee and we are looking
forward to the next steps! 

   In the meantime, the Board is looking into
some options for lay-led pastoral care. Sam and
Shelli have expressed interest in doing the
training for pastoral care. If you would like to
join them, please reach out to Pat or Sam for
more information.

   You may have noticed that the memorial 

bench in the front garden has been in disrepair for
a while now. Tim (and Charlie) McMillin have
removed the bench for now as it was a safety
issue. The Board is on the hunt for a new bench
to replace it and the dedication plaque will be
hung on the new bench.

                         It has come to the Board’s 
                      attention that UUFD does not 
                      have a congregational 
                      covenant. We would like to rectify 
                      that and organize a task force to                  
work on developing a covenant for the
Fellowship. 

   If you would be interested in that project or if
you have suggestions on what should be part of
the covenant, please reach out to Pat or Sam.
This covenant would be voted on at the
Congregational Meeting in May. Hopefully, we
can have this in place prior to our next minister
joining us!

   As always, if you have any questions,
comments, concerns, or just need someone to
talk to, your Board is here for you. Please reach
out to any of us if there is anything we can do to
help you out!

Peace and all good,
Pat Rossiter, President

Sam Yeagle, Vice President
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Hibernating, yes -- but still working for you

Pat Sam

Around the Fellowship
   Thanks to Lisa Coates, Joyce Throneburg,
Barbara Hannon and Dick and Lorelei Zaker
for putting together an enjoyable Game Night
Gala on Jan. 22.

   Mark Sorensen led a discussion the new book
"Thousand-year Statehouse: the Art and
Architecture of the Illinois State Capitol" by
David L. Finnigan on Jan. 5. Mark assisted with
the research and wrote the Introduction.



President - Pat Rossiter 
Vice President - Sam Yeagle 

Treasurer - Tim McMillin 
Secretary - Sarah Schrishuhn 

Past President - Lorelei Zaker 
At-Large Member - Kim Schwarz 

At-Large Member - Shelli Brunner 
At-Large Member - BJ Hartman 
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UUFD Board

Around the Fellowship
   John Hays, a longtime friend of the
Fellowship, passed away on Jan. 15 at the age
of 94. 

###

  

Keeping in contact
   Consider calling or sending a note to ones
we don’t see often:

Irma Cushing, 765 Christopher Dr., Forsyth,
IL 63525, 207-242-0769,
gm.eun17@gmail.com

Carolynn Devore, 250 N. Woodlawn Ave.,
Decatur, 62522

Deonne Orvis, 1100 Fairview Ave., Apt.
220, Parkway Apts., Pana, 51557 217-562-
2573 

Rita Schwake, Primrose Retirement, Room
119, 1145 W. Arbor Drive, Decatur, 62526,
791-6605

Darwin Shroyer, Tanglewood Village, 1293
S. 34th St., Apt. 103, Decatur 62521 217-
433-3855 

 If you have ideas for a
subject or a speaker,
please contact Joyce

Throneburg,
joyce.throneburg@

gmail.com

ON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNET
Facebook pages: UUFD

        Members & Friends,                                                       
UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur, IL

 Web site: uufd.org

Dick Zaker is the newsletter editor. Submit items for the  March edition                                            
by Feb. 23: Newsletter@uufd.org

   Cora Marschner -- Feb. 2
Alexis Yeagle -- Feb. 12

Barbara Hannon -- Feb. 14
Tim Rooney -- Feb. 25

If you'd like your birthday
listed, send it to

Newsletter@uufd.org

   Remember the Acts of Kindness campaign, being
overseen by the Decatur Human Relations
Commission. Submit good deeds you witnesss to
humanrelationscommission@decaturil.gov.


