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This once-powerful word -- typically reserved for the saintly or the
sappy -- has fallen out of touch with reality. In this TED Talk, journalist
Krista Tippett deconstructs the meaning of "compassion" through
several moving stories, and proposes a more attainable definition.
Joyce Throneburg is the service leader.

Take the after-Christmas days to rest up and create a sense of
peace that can bolster you into the upcoming new year!  
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DEC. 5 

DEC. 19

DEC. 26

Peggy Baity from the ArtFarm in Decatur will remind us about the
many ways art continues to impact facets of our lives. Shelli Brunner
is the service leader. 

DEC.12

                          The UU Fourth Principle is: “A free and responsible search for truth  
                         and meaning". The Jan. 6 riot at the U.S. Capitol left many questioning
                         the very concept of "truths". The Rev. Aaron White of First Unitarian
                          Church of Dallas, Texas gave a sermon the Sunday after Jan. 6 on 
                          this topic, reaching back to Emerson and Thoreau to look at our UU 
tradition of truth as a spiritual value. Kathy Sorensen is the service leader. 

No service

' A Tradition of Truth'



  

   
packs. Students will get song
lyrics for caroling, a take-and-
make craft, and a special treat
from their teachers. We will also
be recording holiday videos for
services. Students should report
to the front doors, where
teachers will hand out the
materials. Videos will be made
outdoors. 

   Students will also have the
opportunity to add some
decorations to our front
windows! More details will be
posted on the UUFD Families
Facebook page. 

Dec. 10 -- Our good friend
Chelso Frescura is participating
in holiday-themed marionette
shows at 5 and 8 p.m. at the
Harristown Village Hall, 185 N.
Kembark St., Harristown.
Please contact me if you would
like to meet up. I plan to attend
the 5 p.m. show with my family. 

   Happy Holidays! This fall
has been fabulous for our
church family as far as
community building. We have 
                        been able to 
                        come together 
                        for so many fun 
                        events! We 
                        kicked off the fall 
                        season with our
retreat at the Throneburg farm,
multiple hikes, potlucks and
parties! I want to thank you all
for joining and supporting these
efforts to stay connected in
these difficult times. 

   Having our building closed to
in-person events has been hard
for all of us, but it doesn't stop
the fun and commitment to our
community. We are thriving and
growing! I'm so proud of UUFD
and how we are navigating this
continuous challenge. 

   As winter approaches our
options for gatherings are a bit
more limited; however, here is
a list of events that RE will be
hosting that you may find
interesting:

Dec. 5 -- Children's RE will
meet between 4 and 5 p.m. at
UUFD to pick up December RE
 

 

Lisa Coates

We will stay active, connected
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Dec. 12 -- Everyone is invited
on a field trip to 4 Es Trees at
5651 Traughber Road in
Decatur. RE students will be
singing carols for the shoppers
at Marge Evans' farm. Come
listen to our students and
support our favorite Christmas
Tree farmer! It's such a
charming holiday experience
there! We will meet at 3 p.m.
outside the gift shop. 

   I'm delighted to share that I
will be leading our "Christmas
Eve '' service this year.
However, it will be held earlier
in the week. On Sunday, Dec.
19, we will gather outside of
UUFD for an abbreviated
candlelight program. It's so
important to see each other
during the holiday season that
the Hospitality and Caring
Committee is partnering with
me to create this beautiful
event. We will have cookies, hot
cocoa, candle-lighted singing
and fire pit warming areas. The
service will begin at 4:30 p.m. 
Please contact me if you would
like more information on events
and classes at UUFD. My email
is Re@uufd.org.

Lisa Coates
302-357-4721

mailto:Re@uufd.org
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   We will be collecting items for Afghan refugees
at the Fort McCoy, Wis., Processing Center. It's
part of the Afghan Welcome Home Project of
Central Illinois.
   Please pack items in boxes or bags for easy
transport. 

Items needed
 1. Men’s, Women’s and Children’s Shoes
and Socks: Closed toe shoes, tennis shoes,
boots. No dress shoes, no sandals, No flip flops.
New or slightly worn with no holes and good
soles. Please put at least one pair of properly
sized socks in each pair of shoes. Men size 
8-11. Women size 7-10. Children’s Boys and
Girls all sizes. 
2. Women’s Clothing: Long sleeve shirts,
sweatshirts, sweaters – Size 6-12, Small,
Medium, Large. Long Skirts - Size 6-12, Small,
Medium, Large. Long Pants - Size 6-12, Small,
Medium, Large (include belt if pants have belt
loops). Coats, Hats, Gloves – Small, Medium,
Large. 
3. Men’s Clothing: Long sleeve shirts,
sweatshirts, sweaters – Small, Medium, Large.
Long Pants – Size 30-36, Small, Medium, Large
(include belt if pants have belt loops). Coats,
Hats, Gloves – Small, Medium, Large.
4. Children’s Clothing: Boys and Girls, Sizes
Newborn on up. Long sleeve shirts, sweatshirts,
sweaters – all children sizes. Long Pants – all 

children sizes (include a belt if pants have belt
loops). Coats, Hats, Gloves – all children sizes. 
5. Wagons: New or lightly used, able to carry
children or personal items 
6. Children’s Toys: New or lightly used, clean.
Soccer balls, stuffed animals, tricycles, bicycles,
scooters, trucks, cars, baby dolls, coloring books
and crayons, children’s books, any other
children’s toys, NO BOARD GAMES.
7. Lawn Chairs: New or used in working order.
8. Baby Strollers: New or used, clean and in
good working order 
9. Electric Hot Water Pots: New or used, clean,
in good working order.
10. Suitcases: Medium and Large; new or used. 

Items can be dropped off at or purchased online
and shipped to Ilene Henderson, 1208 Hyde
Park Ct., Decatur, IL 62521. Call or text Sue
Montgomery (217) 864-4487 or Ilene Henderson
(404) 234-6513 with questions or to arrange
pickup.

   As UUs, our dedication to global justice, equity
and dignity leads us to join hands across lines of
race, class, age and geography to work for an
end to the injustices faced by black people in our
communities, so that every person is treated
equally under the law and has a fair chance at
life. 

   To that end, the Social Justice Committee and
the UUFD board have made the decision to
place a Black Lives Matter flag or sign on the
church property as a statement to the community
about where we stand with regard to racism. 

   We hope you will embrace this stand on anti-
racism along with us.  

Social Justice

Assisting Afghan
refugees

Black Lives statement 
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Pat Rossiter adds a holiday
message to our front door.

Tale of the tailgate

The Turkey
Tailgate Party on
Nov. 21 gave us
the opportunity
to connect with
each other in the
shadow of our
wonderful
building with
games, crafts and
good times.

You can't argue
with Carly Coates'
sentiment.
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President - Pat Rossiter 
Vice President - Sam Yeagle 

Treasurer - Tim McMillin 
Secretary - Sarah Schrishuhn 

UUFD Board
Past President - Lorelei Zaker 

At-Large Member - Kim Schwarz 
At-Large Member - Shelli Brunner 

At-Large Member - BJ Hartman 

   We hope everyone had a wonderful
Thanksgiving! We are grateful for our UU
family and the love and care we see being
shared! Now we gear up for Christmas and
New Year's. 

   It was great to get together safely outside
for our Friendsgiving celebration! It looks as
though we will be doing a similar program for
Christmas. Unfortunately, the Covid numbers
in Macon County are rising, so UUFD will
remain closed in order to keep everyone as
safe as possible. 

   While we are all eager to get back together
in the building, let’s remember that our
relationships do not depend on a building.
We are fostering care and connection in
many ways. Please join in our Zoom
activities and come out to in-person
activities! We love seeing each other’s
smiling faces! If you haven’t been to a Zoom
service since the beginning, we urge you to
try again! Our tech team has been doing a
great job of improving and streamlining the
process. It may not be the same as a hug in
the foyer, but it really is wonderful to see our
friends on Sunday morning!

   The Social Justice Committee is working
on procuring a Black Lives Matter sign to

display on the outside of our building. The
Board agreed that this is an important issue
for UUFD to be vocal about. 

   The Board is also working with the UUA
and other local congregations to cover any
pastoral care issues that may arise before
we have a new minister in place. We are
hopeful to have someone “on call” by the end
of 2021. 

   Remember to check out our new church
directory! You can download the app in your
app store of choice, just search for Instant
Church Directory. In this new app you are
able to update your own information and
even upload a picture! We would love to
have a “photo directory” with all of your
smiling faces featured in it! If you have any
questions or need help with getting it set up,
please reach out to Sam Yeagle (217-735-
0338) or Joyce Throneburg (217-254-3235).

   Enjoy your holiday season! As always, if
there is anything the church can do to help,
please reach out to a Board member!

Blessings and all good,
Pat Rossiter - President

Sam Yeagle - Vice President

As we stay together, we stay strong
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Keeping in contact
   Consider calling or sending a note to
ones we don’t see often:

Irma Cushing, 765 Christopher Dr.,
Forsyth, IL 63525, 207-242-0769,
gm.eun17@gmail.com

Carolynn Devore, 250 N. Woodlawn Ave.,
Decatur, 62522

John Hays, Heritage Health, 1225
Woodland Dr., Mount Zion, 62549 
Deonne Orvis, 1100 Fairview Ave., Apt.
220, Parkway Apts., Pana, 51557 217-562-
2573 
Rita Schwake, Primrose Retirement, Room
119, 1145 W. Arbor Drive, Decatur, 62526,
791-6605
Darwin Shroyer, Tanglewood Village, 1293
S. 34th St., Apt. 103, Decatur 62521 217-
433-1668 

 If you have ideas for a
subject or a speaker,
please contact Joyce

Throneburg,
joyce.throneburg@

gmail.com

ON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNET
Facebook pages: UUFD

        Members & Friends,                                                       
UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur, IL

 Web site: uufd.org

Dick Zaker is the
newsletter editor.

Submit items for the 
 January edition by 

 Dec. 23:
Newsletter@uufd.org

Soul Support report
   Soul support will be on Dec 8 at 7:30 p.m. We will be
covering chapter 10 of our book "Listening Hearts,
Miracles". Lorelei Zaker will be the leader. 

       Judy Thistlethwaite                       
-- Dec. 4

Dick Zaker -- Dec. 4
Sara Cothern -- Dec. 13
Chris Yeagle  -- Dec. 16
Lorelei Zaker -- Dec. 30

 
If you'd like your birthday

listed, send it to
Newsletter@uufd.org

   The UUFD Third Thursday Book Club will not meet in
December. The next meeting is Jan. 20 at 8 p.m. 

   The book for January is "All That She Carried: The
Journey of Ashley’s Sack, A Black Family Keepsake"
by Tiya Miles.

Third Thursday Book Club


