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We'll watch journalist and author Isabel Wilkerson as she tells the
story of the Great Migration, the outpouring of 6 million Black people
from the Jim Crow South to cities in the North and West between
World War I and the 1970s. Wilkerson's inspiring story will drive home
the impact of this migration on that generation and on those to follow.
Joyce Throneburg is service leader.

 Enjoy your Thanksgiving Weekend, and keep that spirit of gratitude all year long!  
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NOV. 7 

NOV. 21

NOV. 28

OCT. 31

Keyria Rodgers, director of Millikin University's Criminal Justice
Department and an Illinois Juvenile Justice Commissioner, will assess
the current scene. She is director of the Macon County Teen Justice
Diversion Program. Mark Sorensen is service leader.  

NOV. 14

                        In this TED Talk, Hajer Sharief, a young Libyan woman, explains 
                        how she learned the importance of democracy from weekly family
                        discussions of the running of their household. She applies these 
                        lessons to the importance of all people having voice in all aspects of
their lives. This relates directly to our Fifth Principle: "The right of conscience and
the use of the democratic process within our congregations and in society at large."
Joyce Throneburg is service leader.

No service

'Bringing Our Fifth Principle Home'



  

   
Day and Hanukkah. Please stay
connected on the UUFD
Families Facebook page for
additional materials and
program information. 

   Due to the holidays and other
events, Collective Journey will
not be meeting in November.
We will, however, have a
wonderful opportunity for
connection and community
building at our "Turkey Tailgate
Party!" This is a whole church
event! Everyone is welcome to
attend this new take on a
"Friendsgiving." 

   Please plan to join us in the
parking lot of UUFD at 2 p.m. on
Sunday, Nov. 21. Bring a dish to
share, lawn chairs, table service
and a small table (we have
some to borrow if needed) and
set up your tailgate to share
some Thanksgiving goodies.

   Gobble, gobble and greet-
ings, good friends! November
brings some new activities to
UUFD. In collaboration with the 
                       Caring and 
                       Hospitality 
                       Committee, RE
                       will be hosting 
                       some first-time- 
                       ever events! 
  
   I'm excited to share that we
are going to continue in-person
gatherings for children's RE.
The weather might be chilly, but
we are going to make the most
of it before the winter months
hit. 

   Children's RE will meet
Sunday, Nov. 7, at Rock
Springs at 3 p.m. in the main
pavilion next to the parking lot.
Bring your masks, because we
will visit the nature center
during class time. Students will
also receive November RE
activity bags.

   We are choosing to stay off
Zoom until need be. In your
bag, you will find learning
activities to create and share
with themes of Thanksgiving,
Veterans Day, World Kindness

Lisa Coates

November's bustin' out all over
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Think: potluck with a football,
fall, Thanksgiving theme. We
will have yard games, including
football toss, bags tournament
along with arts and crafts for all
ages. We will also set up fire
pits for warming stations. 

   Fingers are crossed that the
weather works out, but if we do
need to cancel, we will post it
on the UUFD Friends and
Members Facebook page and
send an email. Look for more
details online. 

  Another fun event this month
is our "Great Pie Exchange!" Do
you like to eat pie? Would you
like to have a delicious dessert
to show up on your doorstep,
provided by a good friend? Do
you like to make pies or buy
pies? If you answered yes to
any of these, please participate
in this fun gift exchange. Send
me an email to RE@UUFD.org
and let me know if you would
like to join in. I will then add
your name to the list. That
means you will deliver a pie and
receive one! Stop by

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

 

mailto:RE@UUFD.org
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Cindy Marschner - Nov. 5
Jennifer Raleigh -  Nov. 7

Eric Devore - Nov. 8
Terry Ankrom - Nov. 19

Joyce Throneburg - Nov. 20
Charlie McMillin - Nov. 23

Monte Throneburg - Nov. 24
 

If you'd like your birthday listed,
send it to Newsletter@uufd.org

Around the Fellowship

church between Nov. 8-14 to pick up the name
of the person who will get your pie. A weather-
proof envelope containing small paper pies with
a name and address will be attached near the
front door of UUFD. Deliver a pie to that address
anytime from that point to Thanksgiving. If you
can't make it up to church, I can assign you 
 someone. 

   Since we are currently not having services in
person it's very important to still have UUFD

as a touchstone for our community. When you
pick up your Pie Person Tag, please use the
window markers provided to write a message
on the church front doors. Share a thought of
gratitude, a prayer, a wish or a greeting to your
congregation. Pies should be non-refrigerated
and safely sealed from the elements. Include a
note to your recipient to spread the joy of the
season! Please reach out to me with any
questions! See you soon! 

Lisa Coates- UUFD Director

 of Lifespan Religious Education

  The Third Thursday Book Club
will meet on Thursday, Nov. 18
at 8 p.m. via Zoom. The book is 
"The  Extraordinary Life of Sam 
Hell: A Novel" by Robert 
Dugoni. It has been called “a 
heart-warming novel that 
celebrates  overcoming the
unfairness of life”. Sam was 
born with ocular albinism, causing his eyes to appear red.
This made him the target of teasing throughout his school
days, and the kids called him Sam the Devil or Sam Hell.  
Please join us to discuss this book. The Zoom link will be in
the eblast on Tuesday before the meeting.Questions?
Contact kathysorensen1@comcast.net. 

'Heartwarming
novel' on tap

  Thanks to Joyce Throneburg and all of those
Zoom runners who keep the Sunday services
so satisfying. The service leaders, who
research much of the music and readings for
our worship, also are working hard. Every one
of us is as busy as we've ever been, but if you 

see a way to help out, please contact Joyce.
                                # # #
   Appreciation also goes to Tim Rooney,
Mark Sorensen and all the others who look
after our beautiful building and grounds. It's all
too easy to let this slip our minds, as we
spend little time there these days.

mailto:kathysorensen1@comcast.net
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The UUFD Retreat attracted an enthusiastic turnout
on Oct. 2-3, despite the bad weather. Some of the
kids tried their hands at fishing in the pond at Monte
and Joyce Throneburg's farm. Others were learning
about beekeeping, playing bingo or making fairie
gardens. Throw in the hiking, camping, scavenger
hunt and great conversation and there were
memories to spare for all. The retreat recalls the
outings we've had at Allerton Park.

Reviving a tradition?

BJ Hartman
coaches
Sabrina
Cothern on
the fine art                
of casting a
line to catch         
a fish.

Lacey Edwards and Luella Coates
make their fairie gardens just so
special.

There's a lot to be said about relaxing with
your UU friends.



Social Justice
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President - Pat Rossiter 
● 

Vice President - Sam Yeagle 
● 

Treasurer - Tim McMillin 
● 

Secretary - Sarah Schrishuhn 
● 

UUFD Board

Past President - Lorelei Zaker 
● 

At-Large Member - Kim Schwarz 
● 

At-Large Member - Shelli Brunner 
● 

At-Large Member - BJ Hartman 

Refugee assistance
asked for Afghan people
   First Presbyterian Church in Decatur will
soon be hosting at least one Afghan family. 
 Although they have not been assigned a
family yet, they are actively planning and
reaching out for assistance as the needs are
many. A rental house and a used car are but
a few of the items that the church has
promised to provide.

   The UUFD Social Justice Committee has
let their Peacemaking Committee know that
we’d like to help. For now, we can start by
identifying extra items we might have at our
homes that can be donated to help furnish a
house for the family. They are not ready for
those larger items yet, but they will need
them soon.  

   A group from First Pres has been driving to
Fort McCoy in Wisconsin every two weeks or
so with clothing donations. There are several
thousand Afghan refugees housed there,
waiting for assignment. They need all kinds
of gently used, clean clothing as well as
personal items such as soap and shampoo.
First Pres is collecting those items now for
the next delivery. If you have something to
donate, please call the church at 217-429-
4195 to make sure they are open and can
receive donations.  

   Your Social Justice Committee consists of
Elizabeth Jeffery, Marge Evans, Shelli
Brunner, Lorelei Zaker, Sam Yeagle and
Kathy Sorensen. Contact any of us for more
information. We will be monitoring the
situation and wil be ready to provide you with
specific needs as soon as a family is
assigned. 

Real Talk on Race

   This series builds meaningful conversations
and connections in our community. It will be
held next from 6 to 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 4
in the Decatur Public Library, in person or
Zoom.

   Email the library at info@decaturlibrary.org
to get a link. The regular meeting times are
on the first and third Thursdays of each
month. 
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Keeping in contact
   Consider calling or sending a note to
ones we don’t see often:

Irma Cushing, 765 Christopher Dr.,
Forsyth, IL 63525, 207-242-0769,
gm.eun17@gmail.com

Carolynn Devore, 250 N. Woodlawn Ave.,
Decatur, 62522

John Hays, Heritage Health, 1225
Woodland Dr., Mount Zion, 62549 
Deonne Orvis, 1100 Fairview Ave., Apt.
220, Parkway Apts., Pana, 51557 217-562-
2573 
Rita Schwake, Primrose Retirement, Room
119, 1145 W. Arbor Drive, Decatur, 62526,
791-6605
Darwin Shroyer, Tanglewood Village, 1293
S. 34th St., Apt. 103, Decatur 62521 217-
433-1668 

 If you have ideas for a
subject or a speaker,
please contact Joyce

Throneburg,
joyce.throneburg@

gmail.com

ON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNET
Facebook pages: UUFD

        Members & Friends,                                                       
UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur, IL

 Web site: uufd.org

Dick Zaker is the
newsletter editor.

Submit items for the 
 December edition by 

 Nov. 23:
Newsletter@uufd.org

Soul Support report
   Mental wellness will be discussed at the
next Soul Support gathering, Wednesday,
Nov. 10, at 7:30 p.m.

   Information will be taken from the book
“Listening Hearts: Fourteen Gatherings for
Reflection and Sharing, by Christine Robinson
and Alicia Hawkins. Shelli Brunner will lead
the group.

   Come and join in the relaxed, informal talk. 

   Holiday cards with the greeting "May your
spirits soar this holiday season" are avaiblable
from InSpirit, a division of the Unitarian
Universalist Association. Go to
www.uuabookstore.org/Endurance-Holiday-
cards-P19146.aspx.



Page 7 

   Here we go! Sliding into the final stretch of
the year! The Board is experiencing a moment
of calm as we acclimate to this new adventure
without a minister. 

   At the October Board meeting, the
Organizational Manual task force presented
some changes they have been working on.
After a short discussion, the Board
unanimously voted to approve these revisions.
The task force should be finishing up the final
touches on the Org Manual by the end of the
year! Then we will get working on the Policy
Manual. The hope is to have these documents
updated before the next minister joins our
team. We are still looking for members who
would be interested in working on the revisions
to our UUFD Constitution in the coming
months! Lots of important work to be done, but
we always have a good time doing it!

   Speaking of task forces, our Covid Task
Force did a great job coming up with a matrix
to guide our decision making in terms of
reopening. The Board unanimously approved
this matrix and we will be using this guide when
we consider reopening. Our No. 1 priority is the
health and safety of all members, from the
oldest to the youngest, and our community.
Based on our current numbers, we are not
likely to reopen the building before the new
year. Remember that we are not the building
and are working on our connections in myriad
other ways. Reach out to any Board members
if you have any questions or concerns that we
can help with.

President notes action behind the scenes
    At the October Board meeting we also
agreed to a slight change in the DLRE job
description, making the Board the supervisor for
the DLRE. Our Board goals for the first half of
the year were discussed, with some concrete
plans put in place to work towards achieving
those goals. One of those goals is reworking
our Mission Statement. If you have any
thoughts about that, reach out! We hope for the
entire Fellowship to be involved in this process.

    The Board officially voted to accept the
modestly amended Board Covenant that was
created at the Board Retreat. It sure is nice to
have a covenant with each other to help guide
our interactions! Hopefully, we can get to work
on a Fellowship Covenant soon!

   Our fearless treasurer, Tim McMillin, is
working with Joyce  Throneburg and our
accountant to establish the tax and budgetary
implications of not having a minister for the
second half of our fiscal year. 

   In the coming weeks, we will be working on
establishing someone to provide pastoral care
on an “as-needed” basis until we hire our next 
minister.

   As always, if you have any questions or
concerns, please feel free to reach out to any
Board member!

Peace and all good,

Pat Rossiter, President

Sam Yeagle, Vice President


