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LIFE

Mary Garrison, professor of social work at Millikin University, will
speak on what should be done to improve services, particularly in the
Decatur area.

                         Join Rev. Karen as we explore the ways we feel and experience our
                         connections to each other and the world. We will learn more about
                         how this principle came to be part of the UU guiding values we live by. 
  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF DECATUR

'Mental Health Care in Illinois'

'Celebrating the Seventh Principle'

Welcoming Congregation - Green Sanctuary Accredited - Founded 1953

'Water Ceremony' 

Services - on Zoom - 10:15 a.m.                        Rev. Karen Madrone, interim minister

SEPTEMBER 2021

3773 N . MACARTHUR ROAD , DECATUR , ILWWW .UUFD .ORG 

SEPT. 5 -- no service; enjoy Labor Day weekend

SEPT. 19

SEPT. 26

'Blessing of the Animals'
SEPT. 26, PART TWO

Our traditional fall service, led by Rev. Karen, calls everyone back from
their summer travels, welcomes the fall and begins our program year
together. The service will be online, and then in the afternoon, we will
collect water at the Fellowship between 3:30 and 4 p.m.  

   At 4 p.m. on Fellowship grounds, we will have a blessing of all of our
furry, scaled, and winged friends. You are welcome to bring pictures of 
those pets who have passed on so they will be honored, too.  

WITH RETREAT
MOVING FORWARD Something old is new again! You won't

want to miss the big doings on
Throneburgs' farm Oct. 2-3.
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explore the orchard. All the
details will be posted on the
UUFD Families Facebook page
and our weekly eBlast.   

   In our very short time of
gathering in person, we were
delighted to welcome a new
family and continue to grow and
reach families in our community.
Please feel free to share about
our program and welcome
others to join in. 

   I want to thank all of the RE
supporters for your generous
donations this past month. We
received tons for supplies and
money towards new toys. 

   Our adult RE program,
"Collective Journey," met and
had a lively discussion, sang
songs around the campfire and
made some fabulous plans for
educational and spiritually  

   It's almost fall, ya'll, and
Lacey and I couldn't be more
excited! We are bursting with
plans for fall RE outings! 

                            Due to the 
                         COVID closure 
                         of the building, 
                         we began using
                         our RE time to 

find new ways to gather. In
August, we met at my home, on
the UUFD lawn for a water play
day and the Scovill Zoo. This
month, we are planning an
apple orchard field trip and
have some exciting plans for
special programs on the UUFD
lawn.  

   Save the date for our orchard
field trip for our Children's RE
time on Sunday, Sept. 19, at 3
p.m. at Okaw Valley Orchard. 
 This will be a whole family
event, no drop-off. There is a
very large playground and a fun
store filled with sweet treats
and yummy products. I believe
they will also be serving grilled
food items. We will gather for a
short RE focus and then 

Lisa Coates

Of apples, journeys and retreats
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focused outings. Our next
"Journey" will take place on
Saturday, Sept. 25, to celebrate
the fall season. Details will be
posted on the Collective
Journey Facebook page and
weekly eBlast   

   Our big church retreat is
coming up Oct 2 from 2 p.m.
through the evening, and you
can camp if you choose. Please
save the date and let us know if
you plan to attend. There will be
tons of activities for all ages to
enjoy! 

   Please reach out to me if you
have any questions, ideas or
would like to volunteer at
UUFD. When we do gather
back in the building, we want to
create a regular rotation of
helpers for support with child
care or special events. 
We look forward to seeing you
in September! We have
something for everyone in our
Lifespan Religious Education
program. Reach out to me at
RE@UUFD.org for more
information. 
Lisa Coates- UUFD Director of Lifespan

Religious Education

mailto:RE@UUFD.org
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Minister search process begins
   Thanks to all who filled out surveys to aid the
effort to find our next minister. Our interim
minister, Rev. Karen Madrone, will serve into
next summer.

   The qualities that the Fellowship prizes most
for her successor will be entered into the
document that we present to the Unitarian
Universalist Association’s application process.

   That information package also will cover
descriptions of our membership and Decatur
community, congregation history, finances and
related topics.

Tim McMillin - Sept. 11
Sabrina Cothern - Sept. 11

Deonne Orvis - Sept. 13
Kathy Kline - Sept. 23

Raphaella Prange - Sept. 25
 

If you'd like your birthday listed,
send it to Newsletter@uufd.org

Around the Fellowship
Here's something to be happy about -- the Happy
Hours will continue, each Friday from 5:30 to 6:30

p.m.! Same with the Second Tuesday lunches          
 at noon on that day.

   The UUFD Search Committee – Sara Cothern,
Elizabeth Jeffery, Chris Schrishuhn, Kathy
Sorensen and Dick Zaker – has been working
for a couple of months to map out the work
ahead. Data will be collected with the help of
Board members. 

   The document will be submitted by the end of
the year, and ministerial candidates will be able
to review it soon thereafter. The goal is to hire a
three-quarter time minister who would start work
in August 2022 for a one- or two-year period.
The “contract” process could allow for a renewal
of the agreement for a longer time period.

UUFD members were itching to get
back together to break bread, er
doughnuts, in the shadow of our
building. We had the rare chance

on Aug. 1, after the in-person
service. There are Darwin Shroyer

and Marge Evans , intently listening
to every word Barbara Hannon                           

was saying.

Oh good -- we remembered
how to potluck



Dear Fellowship Family, 

   Well, August was a tough month! In June,
when we began thinking about having services
in person, we all had high hopes of life
returning to somewhat normal. Mark 
                        Sorensen raised funds for 
                        technology so the Fellowship 
                        could have multi-platform 
                        services. Joyce Throneburg, 
                        Sarah Schrishuhn and Shelli 
                        Brunner, along with the
Hospitality Committee and COVID Task Force,
worked hard on the Aug. 1 in-person service
and outside potluck. All the while, we were
watching the COVID case numbers rising. We
made it to the next Sunday, we were all
masked, we were taking temps at the door and
we did contact tracing ... but the numbers
continued to rise. We desperately wanted to
really be there for each other while also
knowing that if the case numbers continued to
exponentially rise, we would have to go virtual
again. 

   When the board had an emergency meeting
on Aug. 11, it was with heavy hearts and deep
sadness. I assure you that no one wants to
have services completely virtual. Although it
was a hard decision to make, it was the right
one. I encourage everyone to acknowledge
your sadness, grief, frustration and even anger.
None of us has any idea when we will have a  
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Together, we can build, grow

Karen Madrone 

post pandemic life, but in the meantime, we
can continue to reach out to each other virtually
via many platforms and even over the phone
and through the mail. UUFD is still a strong,
caring community, wherever it is and however
it meets. You are invited to come join me on
Friday morning walks at 10 a.m. at Fairview
Park, you’re welcome to attend the Friday
evening Happy Hour via Zoom, please
consider attending the book club discussions or
to get involved with any of the Fellowship’s
ongoing committees. We all need all of us to
make it. We all need all of us to build and
maintain a strong, healthy community. I have
faith that we can do that, even in these trying
times. 

   In September, we will continue the Soul
Matters theme of “Embracing Possibilities” and
we will explore the UU seventh principle,
“Respect for the interdependent web of all
existence of which we are a part.” I’m looking
forward to the ways that the Fellowship will
continue to grow and learn together. Thanks to
all of the Fellowship’s dedicated volunteers
who are working diligently to serve the whole
community. Your work really matters!

   Many blessings to each of you. Please know
that you can reach out to me at anytime at 312-
248-3538 or minister@uufd.org. 

Sincerely,

Rev. Karen

mailto:sorens1@comcast.net
mailto:sorens1@comcast.net
mailto:sorens1@comcast.net
mailto:sorens1@comcast.net
mailto:joyce.throneburg@gmail.com
mailto:shelli.brunner@gmail.com
mailto:shelli.brunner@gmail.com
mailto:shelli.brunner@gmail.com
mailto:shelli.brunner@gmail.com
mailto:minister@uufd.org
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onBOARDonBOARD  
  The Board will be asking leaders of the various
Fellowship committees to meet on Zoom once
every few months to “compare notes” and take
advantage of leadership training opportunities.
This way, the groups’ calendars, programs and
special events can be coordinated.

President - Pat Rossiter 
● 

Vice President - Sam Yeagle 
● 

Treasurer - Tim McMillin 
● 

Secretary - Sarah Schrishuhn 
● 

UUFD Board

Past President - Lorelei Zaker 
● 

At-Large Member - Kim Schwarz 
● 

At-Large Member - Shelli Brunner 
● 

At-Large Member - BJ Hartman 

CHANGING
HEARTS/  
 ENDING
RACISM   The Fellowship is putting a lot more

commitment into its pursuit of social justice. For
example, the new Social Justice Committee has
filed paperwork to receive a grant from the
Community Foundation of Macon County that
are earmarked for social justice work.

   Our Social Justice Committee has begun
meeting and organized their first 
function. Eight of us -- Elizabeth Jeffery, Kathy
Sorensen, Lorelei Zaker, Tim McMillin, Pat
Rossiter, Lisa Coates, Shelli Brunner and Rev.
Karen attended a “Culinary Cookoff” fund raiser
for the Good Samaritan Inn.

   We also will be monitoring the progress of a
committee trying to bring Bryan Stevenson to
speak in Decatur. Stevenson is an acclaimed
civil rights attorney, author of "Just Mercy" and
founder of the Equal Justice Initiative. 

   The Third Thursday Book Club selections also
will key on social justice issues. The group will
meet Sept. 16 at 8 p.m. via Zoom. The book is
"Small Great Things" by Jodi Picoult. The
Washington Post calls this “the most important
novel Jodi Picoult has ever written … it will
challenge her readers….and expand our cultural
conversation about race and prejudice.” It is also
a gripping courtroom drama and a page-turner
that is hard for readers to put down. All are
welcome to join us.The Zoom invite will be in the
Tuesday eBlast. Questions?Contact
kathysorensen1@comcast.net. 

September's book

mailto:kathysorensen1@comcast.net


'Nurture Your Spirit'
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Keeping in contact
   Consider calling or sending a note to
ones we don’t see often:

Irma Cushing, 765 Christopher Dr.,
Forsyth, IL 63525, 207-242-0769,
gm.eun17@gmail.com

Carolynn Devore, 250 N. Woodlawn Ave.,
Decatur, 62522

Marge Evans, 5584 Traughber Rd.,
Decatur 62521

Robert and Willa Hartman, 1244 E.
Whitmer St., Decatur, 358-2347 62521
bjhartman9@gmail.com

John Hays, Heritage Health, 1225
Woodland Dr., Mount Zion, 62549 
Deonne Orvis, 1100 Fairview Ave., Apt.
220, Parkway Apts., Pana, 51557 217-562-
2573 
Rita Schwake, Primrose Retirement, Room
119, 1145 W. Arbor Drive, Decatur, 62526,
791-6605
Darwin Shroyer, Tanglewood Village, 1293
S. 34th St., Apt. 103, Decatur 62521 217-
433-1668 

   It's time again to take orders on t-shirts with
our UUFD identity front and center.

   The shirts will be blue heather. The front 
                        has a chalice logo and says 
                        Unitarian Universalist 
                        Fellowship of Decatur. 
                       "Nurture Your Spirit" and
                        the church website are on the
back.

   Keep an eye on your email and you'll find
details on price and how to order.

 If you have ideas for a
subject or a speaker,
please contact Joyce

Throneburg,
joyce.throneburg@

gmail.com

ON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNET
Facebook pages: UUFD

        Members & Friends,                                                       
UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur, IL

 Web site: uufd.org

Dick Zaker is the
newsletter editor.

Submit items for the 
 October edition by 

 Sept 23:
Newsletter@uufd.org

https://uua.wufoo.com/forms/general-
assembly-2022-theme-contest/



with hot dogs and                                     
 hamburgers provided.                              
 You’ll need to bring your   
potluck contribution                              
 and your own table
service and lawn chairs.                                         
If you are camping 
                      overnight,
                                      pack everything 
                                      you'll need for 
                                       that. On Sunday, 
                                       there'll be a 
                                       pancake 
                                       breakfast served.

                                       Longtime
                                    Fellowship 
                                     members 
                                will recall the 
                                 enjoyable retreats we
                                  had at Allerton Park.
                                    We could start new
                               traditions that reflect 
                               that long-ago fun. The
                         Throneburgs offer a                       
beautiful setting for our                                           
early fall fun.

      Keep an eye on                                  
 your email for the                                     
 registration form. Let's get                                
ready to make some memories!
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   Looking for a weekend of fun
activities you can enjoy with your
Fellowship friends? Join us at the
2021 UUFD Retreat at the
Throneburgs’ farm on Oct. 2-3.

   Oh, nothing’ll be going on – unless
you count the craft station            
 creativity, hikes, fishing, bee
education, bingo, “Slimer”                    
game, Saturday night campfire                 
and service! 

   You can come either                   
 day, parts of either day                            
or the whole weekend.                       
 Which means this is a                           
great camping                                
 opportunity!
    
   With such crafts                                   
as nature sun catcher                                   
and fairy garden,                           
 this weekend is tailor-                          
made for kids. However, your         
 furry companions will have to stay 
                              home. (Coyotes
                               and other animals
                             roam the area.)

                       You can look forward
to a Saturday night potluck meal 

'Treat' is right in word 'retreat'!
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Zoom is more than holding pattern
Hello Everyone!

   August was quite a month! We all thought it
was going to be the beginning of normalcy at 
 UUFD. And, for two weeks, it was. And then … it
wasn’t. Cancelling in-person services again was
devastating! The Board knew we had to do it, but
it gave us no joy to be doing the “right” thing.

   I wish I could tell you when we will be safely
back in the building. The Board will reassess the
situation every month. When the COVID new
case numbers go below 10 per 100,000 persons,
we will consider reopening. The change will take
place at the beginning of the following month.
Again, we have no idea when that might happen.

   We will try to come up with ways that we can
have some services outdoors, along with other
activities that can safely take place outside. Of
course, the weather will have to cooperate.

   By the time you read this newsletter, the Board
will have experienced our third retreat. The
retreat affords us time to discuss issues

 that a regular Board meeting cannot
accommodate. It also gives us a chance to
get to form stronger relationships in order to
do the work for the Congregation better. One
of the main tasks is to set goals for the next
year. A lot of thought and discussion takes
place to decide on these goals.

   I hope each of you will join us at Sunday
services on Zoom. I know that some of you
really don’t like using Zoom, but it does allow
us to “meet” and connect with each other. If
you are having difficulty using Zoom, please
contact someone on the Board and we will try
to help you. Let’s make the most of the
technology that allows us to stay in touch with
each other.

Please be careful. Take care, and if you need
help of any kind let us know. Please, let us
know!

Pat Rossiter, 

UUFD Board President 

    The Soul Support group will gear up again on Wednesday, Sept.
8, at 7:30 p.m. (a new time). The group will get back into "Listening
Hearts: Fourteen Gatherings for Reflection and Sharing" by Christine
Robinson and Alicia Hawkins. 

   Lorelei Zaker will lead the discussion of Chapter Seven,
"Cultivating Ourselves". 

   Even if you haven't participated before or read the book, the
subject matter will be well worth your time.

SUPPORT

Soul Support


