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Dear Fellowship Community, 
   This month, I’ve been thinking
about the UU Seventh Principle,
“Respect for the interdependent
web of all existence of which we
are a part.” I keep going back to the
Collective Journey walk and
butterfly discussion that Lisa
Coates led last spring. 

   One of the speakers talked about
butterfly bushes (also known as
buddleia davidii). We tend to think
about these plants and think this is
a way to support butterflies, but she
said that for the butterflies, and for
this plant itself, to do well other
plants need to be planted with it.

   According to the Farmer’s
Almanac, the butterfly bush only
provides nectar to adult butterflies;  

From Rev. Karen
it does not support the growth of
caterpillars. If you want to support
butterfly growth, it recommends
that you also plant native plants
such as milkweed, aster and dill.
https://www.almanac.com/plant/butt
erfly-bush#. 

   I have been really taken with this
information ever since I heard it last
spring. We live in a culture that
says we humans can make it in this
world on our own and that it doesn’t
matter who or what is around us.
The cultural message is that we are
entirely self-reliant. And yet, as we
know from observing plants,
flowers, insects, and animals,
everything in this world is
interdependent. We also know that
plants and animals interact, not just
 PLEASE CONTINUE ON PAGE 4
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St. Mary’s Hospital Chaplain Karla Thornton will discuss the
importance of determining for ourselves those connections in our life
which bring hope to our world and wholeness to our soul. Dick Zaker
is service leader.

Bryan Stevenson, author of the best seller, "Just Mercy", gives an                                                       
engaging and personal talk -- with cameo appearances from his grand-                             
mother and Rosa Parks. Filmed in 2012, hear hard truths about                               
 America's justice system.

'Connections -- Staying Connected'

'Looking at Our 6th Principle: World Community'

'Coming Out Day' 

OCT. 2,3 

OCT. 17

OCT. 24

'Insidious, Implicit Bias'
OCT. 31

Amy Myers, a drag event producer, will talk about the day that remembers
a life-changing action for many Americans. Shelli Brunner will share her
coming-out story. Sam Yeagle is serivce leader. 

   To endure implicit bias is to suffer a series of cruel paper cuts. Fred                     
Spannaus, the Human Relations Commission's investigator, will
suggest how to recognize implicit bias where it's hardest to see -- in
ourselves. 
 

October services

OCT. 10

Services - on Zoom - 10:15 a.m.                       

'New Way to Spell Fun -- R-e-t-r-e-a-t'
We say Throneburgs' Farm is the place you oughta be, so load up your "truck" and
move on down to Assumption. Games, crafts, potluck dinner, campfire, camping
availabilities and much more await you. Real chats with some of the people you like
most may be the special treasure.



  

   On Oct. 17, we will gather for
a day of art appreciation in the
Scovill Sculpture Park. Join the
RE team at 3 p.m. for a day of
art in the park. We will be
creating our own masterpieces
to take home. 

   We are holding on to Oct 24
as a bad weather-makeup day,
if either of our previous events
are rained out. 
  
   For details about children's
RE programs, please join our
UUFD Families Facebook page
for all the details on events. 

   Collective Journey will gather
on Oct. 23 at Allerton Park in
Monticello to enjoy a day in their
natural areas for hiking and
energy rejuvenation. We will
hike the grounds, enjoy
fellowship and discuss spiritual
and emotional energy builders. 

   The final weekend of the
month will be a Hallloween
celebration at my home. Please
join us at the Coates House at
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Journeys include trick or treating
4 p.m. on Sunday, Oct. 31.
Bring a themed food item for   
 the potluck, candy to hand out
to children, gather around the
bonfire and enjoy a night of
being together as fellowship.
The RE students will trick or
treat at 5 p.m. in our
neighborhood. 

   Please feel free to contact me
anytime at RE@UUFD.org for
questions and suggestions. All
details about specific events will
be posted in our weekly eblast
as well as Facebook. Happy
Fall, y'all!

Lisa Coates- UUFD Director of Lifespan

Religious Education

   Happy October! This is
going to be a "spooktacular"
month of fun, engaging
activities for all to enjoy! My 
                        goal is to cram
                        in as many in-
                        person events 
                        that we can do
                        before the 
                        weather turns. 

   Our month begins with a
weekend retreat for the entire
congregation at the
Throneburg Farm. Everyone is
welcome to attend this free
event for members and friends
to connect over games,
fishing, food, camping, guest
speakers, art and tons of
creative community building
activities. Please register and
let us know if you can attend. 

   All RE events are open to
everyone to enjoy here at
UUFD. We have adult-
centered activities through our
Collective Journey program,
and we also have weekly
children's RE programs. No
matter the focus, please
remember all are welcome!
Our children's RE program will
meet on Oct. 10 at Indian
Knoll Pumpkins near
Mechanicsburg pumpkin patch
at 3 p.m.

Lisa Coates

What a
yummy, fun
day Sept. 19
at Okaw
Valley
Orchard 
 near
Sullivan.

One fruitful day

mailto:RE@UUFD.org
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Owen Raleigh - Oct. 4 
Grace Raleigh - Oct. 6 
Shelli Brunner - Oct. 10

Sam Yeagle - Oct. 15
Dave Snoeyenbos - Oct. 15
Chelso Frescura - Oct. 16

Luella Coates - Oct. 19
Kim Schwarz - Oct. 21
Marge Evans - Oct. 28
Irma Cushing - Oct. 30

 
If you'd like your birthday listed,
send it to Newsletter@uufd.org

   The older Fellowship members may remember Gin
Strohecker, who attended several years ago with her
husband, Chet. Gin recently turned 90 and is affiliated
with the Urbana-Champaign UU church. Chet died in
2019 at age 92.

### 
   The Constitution Committee is looking for more
volunteers! If you have an interest in helping keep our
governing document up to date, please reach out to
Pat Rossiter. We would love to have you!

###
   Dick Zaker was interviewed by WAND-TV about the
AOK (Acts of Kindness) Project through the Decatur
Human Relations Commission. He was identified as
"Dick Raker", but hey, nobody's perfect.

###
   One of our former child care workers, Athena Pajer,
now is a reporter and has had some articles in the
Herald & Review.

 

Around the Fellowship

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE
 

not just one-on-one but that they do better in a
group. Isn’t that fascinating information to ponder
on, especially as we are continuing in our second
year of a pandemic? The evidence that all beings
need each other is everywhere around us. 

   What is also known is that animals and plants
thrive better in some environments than others. In
reflecting on this, it has become clear to me that it
is my time to leave UUFD because we are not
thriving together. I want nothing but the best for the
Fellowship and to make that happen and for
healing to take place, I am choosing to leave. For
the sake of the health and growth of the community  

I am stepping down. My resignation was effective
on September 22, 2021.

   I am proud of the work that we accomplished
together in my time at the Fellowship and all you
have done to strengthen and grow, especially in
these hard times. My thoughts and prayers are
with you as you move through to your next steps
of congregational life together. 

   In the words of Mary Oliver, may you “Pay
attention. Be astonished. Tell about it” to each
other and to the world. May UUFD be a beacon of
liberal religion in Macon County and beyond. 

In our UU faith,

Rev. Karen Madrone

mailto:kmadrone@uuma.org
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onBOARD : On apps, other tech
a Board decision has been reached, we agree to
speak with one voice.
5. We agree to encourage and support each
other in “self-care” and support a
“family-comes-first” approach.

   -- A UUFD Google calendar, which provides
an additional source of coming events, now is up
at https://www.uufd.org/current_events/

   -- In building and grounds upkeep news, the
Fellowship Building is being checked at least
once a week by Mark Sorensen and Tim
Rooney. The front cover of the MacArthur Road
church sign has been replaced. An extensive
tree trimming has improved our Fellowship
grounds. 

  Here's what's happening with your UUFD 
 Board:

   -- On Sept. 11, members discussed an app
that may be able to tie the newsletters, e-blasts
and Orders of Service all in one spot. 

   -- Money is remaining from the Tech Upgrade
capital campaign that is earmarked for
improvements to the equipment for people
needing help in hearing the services in the
sanctuary. Joyce Throneburg is researching the
necessary equipment.

   -- DID YOU KNOW? The Board has adopted a
covenant that directs their interactions. 

UUFD Board Covenant
1. We will treat each other, Board members,
paid staff, or Congregant, with respect.
2. We agree to respond to electronic messages
and other communications in a
timely manner. We will come prepared, having
read the agenda materials and
Board reports and we are all responsible for
using our time together efficiently.
We will inform the Board President if we are
unable to attend a meeting.
3. Each member will note and follow through on
Board assignments they have
committed to with accountability. We agree to
remain flexible and support each
other's boundaries. We will communicate our
needs to an Officer if additional
assistance is requested or required.
4. We agree to listen deeply and assume that
others have the best interests of the
Fellowship at heart. We will respect differences
and not let conflicts fester. Once

President - Pat Rossiter 
● 

Vice President - Sam Yeagle 
● 

Treasurer - Tim McMillin 
● 

Secretary - Sarah Schrishuhn 
● 

UUFD Board

Past President - Lorelei Zaker 
● 

At-Large Member - Kim Schwarz 
● 

At-Large Member - Shelli Brunner 
● 

At-Large Member - BJ Hartman 

https://www.uufd.org/current_events/
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Keeping in contact
   Consider calling or sending a note to
ones we don’t see often:

Irma Cushing, 765 Christopher Dr.,
Forsyth, IL 63525, 207-242-0769,
gm.eun17@gmail.com

Carolynn Devore, 250 N. Woodlawn Ave.,
Decatur, 62522

Marge Evans, 5584 Traughber Rd.,
Decatur 62521

Robert and Willa Hartman, 1244 E.
Whitmer St., Decatur, 358-2347 62521
bjhartman9@gmail.com

John Hays, Heritage Health, 1225
Woodland Dr., Mount Zion, 62549 
Deonne Orvis, 1100 Fairview Ave., Apt.
220, Parkway Apts., Pana, 51557 217-562-
2573 
Rita Schwake, Primrose Retirement, Room
119, 1145 W. Arbor Drive, Decatur, 62526,
791-6605
Darwin Shroyer, Tanglewood Village, 1293
S. 34th St., Apt. 103, Decatur 62521 217-
433-1668 

 If you have ideas for a
subject or a speaker,
please contact Joyce

Throneburg,
joyce.throneburg@

gmail.com

ON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNET
Facebook pages: UUFD

        Members & Friends,                                                       
UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur, IL

 Web site: uufd.org

Dick Zaker is the
newsletter editor.

Submit items for the 
 November edition by 

 Oct. 23:
Newsletter@uufd.org

   The UUFD Book Club                                                  
will discuss "Playlist for                                             
the Apocalypse: Poems                                                             
by Rita Dove" on Oct. 21                                             
at 8 p.m. via Zoom.  

   The author is a former                                         
U.S. poet laureate and                              has
earned many awards.                                       
Barack Obama writes, “Through works that
blend beauty, lyricism, critique and politics,
Ms. Dove has illuminated American poetry
and literature".  All are invited to attend! 

Ready for some poetry?
   Doing good deeds for others can only help
make Decatur a better place for us all. That's
the driving philosophy of a Decatur Human
Relations ongoing project.

   AOK wants to lift up acts of kindness done
only for the reward of helping others. If you
come across one, please send it to this
address:
humanrelationscommission@decaturil.gov.
They will be shared on the Facebook pages
of the city and commission and on the
Channel 18 civic affairs programming.

UUs can 'be kind'
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From Amy Stockwell
   Greetings! Slowly settling in and enjoying
the fantastic weather (while eyeing the
abundant trees and thinking                           
 about Leaf Management).                                                       
Miss you all but excited                                      
about this new adventure!  

   One of the lovely surprises                                   
is how close I am to the Erie                                   
Canal, which was pivotal to                                         
the industrial growth of New                                       
York State. Important to think                            
about how this country was                                      
made by massive invest-                                      
ments in infrastructure and                                       
how those needs continue. 

   Now, the Erie Canal is a                                    
lovely place to walk, bike and                               
boat -- the path along the canal is blessedly
flat! My favorite starting point is in the Village
of PIttsford, where there are flowers and 

Amy's letter from near Erie Canal
 restaurants. When you are able to visit, I'll take
you there! 

                                      I am enjoying my new 
                                   church (First Unitarian), 
                                   the fantastic farmers' 
                                   markets and the many many
                                   parks here. Still pretty much 
                                   locked down, so the parks 
                                   are a big part of my week! 
                                   I'm exploring in ever-
                                   widening circles. 

                                      While I'm going to be 
                                   unpacking for a long time, 
                                   this is starting to feel like 
                                   home. But miss you all! 
                                   Please keep in touch: 160 
                                   Buckland Ave., Rochester

 NY 14618. You can look forward to a Saturday
night potluck meal. 

   Soul Support will be back at it
on Wednesday, Oct 13, at 7:30
p.m. 

   They will continue with the
“Listening Hearts” book, chapter 8
– “Strangers”. Al Scheider will be
leading the session. All are
invited, whether or not you’ve
read any of the book. It's a good
opportunity to discuss interesting
topics and get other perspectives.  

Soul Support
   Care to take a look back at the UUFD of 10 years ago?
We can peek, thanks to the newsletter archive that’s part
of our web site, www.uufd.org.

   Judy Thistlethwaite was our president then, and was
typically gracious in her president’s message: “Thanks for
all you do”, she told the newsletter readers. The Sunday
services included such topics as “Transcendence” and
“Progressive Christianity”. 
 
   RE was exploring Native American religions, yoga,
science experiments, Hinduism and yes, Halloween fun.

The way we were
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Change -- but for the better
   Happy Fall, y’all! The Board has been working
on a lot of things for the good of the Fellowship.
Major changes are brewing. 

   First of all, Rev. Karen has submitted her
resignation to the Board. We had an emergency
Board meeting on Sept. 26 to formally accept this
resignation and discuss the terms of the
separation. We thank Rev. Karen for her service
to UUFD and wish her the best in all of her future
endeavors.

   At our September meeting, the Board voted to
officially approve the Board Goals that were
discussed at the August Board retreat. These
goals include revisiting the Mission Statement for
UUFD, working to get our legal names matching
everywhere and applying for 501c(3) status,
continuing to update our technology and internet
presence and continuing the work on UUFD’s
Organizational Manual, Policy Manual and
Constitution. To that end, the Board would like to
extend an invitation to anyone who is interested
in reviewing the Constitution to join the   

Task Force! If you have any interest or questions
about this, please reach out to Pat Rossiter or
Sam Yeagle. We’d LOVE to have you join us!

   Looking forward, a negotiating team has been
formed to work with the Search Committee on
the process of hiring our next minister. Please
help us thank the following people for their
generosity in serving UUFD in this manner: Dick
Zaker, Joyce Throneburg, and Tim McMillin.

   Last but certainly not least, Shelli Brunner with
the COVID Task Force has drawn up a matrix to
help guide UUFD in the reopening process. The
Board voted to accept this matrix and it has been
linked in the e-blast. Thank you to the COVID
Task Force for the difficult work!

   The fall and winter months will bring new
challenges, but your Board is committed to
meeting them head on and helping guide UUFD
into wonderful things in the future.

Thank you,

Pat Rossiter, President

Sam Yeagle, Vice President



Social Justice
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is Hispanic Heritage Month. Look for activities this month
that celebrate the history, culture and achievements of
Hispanic Americans in our country. The theme for 2021
is "Esperanza: A Celebration of Hispanic Heritage and
Hope". 

   Our friends at the First Presby-
terian Peacemaking Committee
have invited us to a special event
on Saturday afternoon, Oct. 23.
The Rev. Brian Ellison will be
discussing topics surrounding the
dignity and justice for all
LGBTQIA+ people. An exact time  
which will taped and available on
YouTube and on the First
Presbyterian Facebook page.

   Also, Sept. 15 to Oct. 15

   An 2018 article in the UU World noted four
movies with connections to our faith. “Frances
Ha” starred Greta Gerwig and included a scene
from a service at her childhood                               
home congregataion, the UU                                  
Society of Sacramento, Calif.                                 
The “old” hymnals (gray?                                      
green?) can be seen clearly.

   “The Man Who Invented Christmas” depicts
the writing of “A Christmas Carol”, which
Dickens did while attending a Unitarian church
in London. He had been influenced by meeting
Ralph Waldo Emerson and William Ellery 

UU ought to be in pictures!
 Channing during a visit to America.

   “The Greatest Showman” is a musical take
on P.T. Barnum’s life, although the connection
is not mentioned. Barnum was a Universalist
and subsidized Tufts, a college favored by
Universalist donors.
 
   Finally, there is “The Post”. The film tells the
nerve-wracking struggle between the Nixon
administration and the Washington Post over
publication of the Pentagon Papers. The White
House similarly went after the Unitarian
Universalist Association after Beacon Press
published the documents.


