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Gabriela Brunner returns to discuss meditation, journaling and more!
You’ll experience a meditation practice, as well!

                         Kristen McGlaughlin-Ragusa, field scientist/CREP specialist at the
                         Illinois Natural
                         History Survey, 
will discuss the crucial interplay 
between humans and birds.   
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'40-Day Wellness Practice'

'B-b-b-bird, Bird, Bird, Bird is the Word
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'Embracing Possibilities

Services - IN OUR BUILDING! AND on Zoom - 10:15 a.m.  -
Rev. Karen Madrone, interim minister

AUGUST 2021

3773 N . MACARTHUR ROAD , DECATUR , ILWWW .UUFD .ORG 

AUG. 8

AUG. 15

AUG. 22

Many thanks to the following UUFD members
and friends who donated over $8,000 to the

UUFD Trust to enable our media upgrade and
other needed work this summer. 

Bill Faber, Barbara Hannon, Mary Lovell and
Stuart Black, Lucy and Scott Murphy, Cathy
Ritchie, Sarah and Chris Schrishuhn, Dave

Snoeyenbos and Elizabeth Jeffery, Mark and
Kathy Sorensen, Judy and Vern Thistlethwaite,

and Joyce and Monte Throneburg. 
 

What is the 8th Principle?
AUG. 29

Taking the cue from Gretchen Haley's poem, "Let Astonishment be
Possible," Rev. Karen will help us explore new ways of being together in a
variety of ways. From inclusion of children and youth in services, to
expanded technology, to new ways of making sure everyone can be
heard, we are creating new possibilities.

   Over the course of 2021-2022,
we will focus on each of our UU
principles. Rev. Karen will tell us
about a movement to add an
eighth principle that focuses on
racial justice. 



  

   
   I recently completed a course
through the UUA on Family
Ministry. This has been a
wonderful and eye-opening
experience about how to make
families the heart of the
congregation.

   When we think of the word
"family", we tend to imagine two
adults with young children. In
this course, we were challenged
to look at this differently. The
word can mean our
congregation as a whole,
embracing individuals as
chosen family members and
really anyone who wants to feel
connected with others.

   We, as a congregation, need
to think as one functioning body,
working together to be inclusive
and to not segregate based on
age. Some of our service rituals
will be changing to incorporate
this new model of thinking. 

   Welcome back everyone!
This is such an exciting time at
UUFD! 

                          I'm thrilled to 
                       gather together
                       again and about 
                       how well our     
                       Soul Matters     
                       curriculum caters
to our ever-changing times.
This month is "Embracing
Possibilities". The focus is 
 "Welcoming Change with an
Open Mind." As we re-enter the
building and meet back in
person for classes and events,
we will need to keep this idea in
mind.

   I'm hopeful we will continue in
person. However, we are now
capable of seamlessly
transitioning between virtual
and in-person. So much so that
my children's RE lessons will
be shared in both areas. Each
week. I will hold RE in person
at UUFD, and I will post my
lessons on our UUFD Families
Facebook page. This will allow
families to access the material
when they might not yet feel
comfortable joining us in
person. 

Lisa Coates

Expect some good changes 
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   Our adult program, "Collective
Journey" will resume this month
with a special summer activity.
We will be gathering for a
campfire chat at my house! 

   Please join us Aug. 21 at 7
p.m. to brainstorm ideas for the
upcoming year's activities.
Please be thinking of how we
can help our community, guest
speakers, field trips and of 
course, more hiking locations!
I'll be posting more details in the
Facebook group and weekly
eBlasts. If you would like more
information on programs offered
at UUFD, please contact me at
RE@UUFD.org

Lisa Coates- UUFD Director of Lifespan

Religious Education

RE supplies needed
     We could use donations           

of crayons, markers, 
construction paper, paint, 
pens, pencils, dry erase

  markers and 
Sharpies. 

mailto:RE@UUFD.org
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We all scream for ice cream!

Proving that we needed each other's company, about two dozen of us enjoyed Lisa
and Chris Coates' hospitality at an ice cream party on June 13. The kids made a
splash in the pool, and the rest did some vital catching up. Our thanks to the
continued good vibes the Coateses put out.

Rita Schwake - Aug. 16
Jack Sekosky - Aug. 17
Vern Thistlethwaite - Aug. 21
Caden Coates - Aug. 30

Around the Fellowship
   Our David Snoeyenbos was given the Outstanding
Philanthropist Award from Richland Community
College for funding scholarships.

###
   The Soul Support group will reconvene in
September. 

  Yes, we will continue to offer Zoom. The easiest way to
get to the link is by going to uufd.org and looking in the

upper right corner of the home page. It will also be                      
in the weekly eBlast. 

Birthdays



Dear Fellowship family, 

   Appropriately enough, for the months of
August and September, we will be focused on
the theme, “Embracing Possibilities!” The
Program Committee, Religious Education (RE)
Team, Hospitality & Caring, Buildings &
Grounds, and the Board have been working
really hard to create a welcoming environment
for everyone this fall. We are committed 
                      to having a safe space for all  
                      those who attend services in 
                      person and making sure that 
                      those who watch services online 
                      are engaged and included in the
                      service. Truly, our UU welcome is
                      open to everyone, wherever you
are. Although the COVID cases are on the rise,
the Fellowship will continue to be a strong
community that is flexible and adaptable. We
will always make space, literally and virtually,
for everyone. 

   One exciting change that will be happening
this fall is that we are going to have what I’m
calling “All-Fellowship Sundays.” "All-
Fellowship" means that everyone will be in the
services together, including children and youth.
Children and youth will be in the services on
the minister-led services and they will be in the
RE area during the services on non-minister
services. On minister-led services, we will all
be in the service together, then have the
discussion time afterwards and our children will
have their own RE at the same time. 

   We are going to have this change because 
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Let's grow into our next chapter  

Karen Madrone 

it's important for children and youth to know the
adults in the community and for the adults to be
engaged with everyone of all ages, including
children. In our larger denomination, there has
been much discussion about how there are
large numbers of people who grow up UU but
tend not to stay in our religion. They are so
accustomed to having separate RE time that
when they go through the whole RE program,
they are not used to being in regular services
and end up leaving the denomination
altogether. Therefore, we are working to make
sure that we build connections across all
generations; that we learn how to sing, listen
and care for each other, all together. Everyone
matters and everyone is loved. 

   This is a big change to come back to right
after a year away, but I have faith that we can
do this. We can be welcoming to all, regardless
of age. We can sit with our discomfort at times,
acknowledge our own feelings that might come
up, and be open to the possibilities that will
come from the whole Fellowship being
together. I’m looking forward to how we are
going to grow into this next chapter of the
Fellowship’s time together. 

   In our time away during July, I thought of you
all and the many gifts of the Decatur
community. Today I had an opportunity to meet
with leaders in Decatur about an exciting social
justice initiative. There are many opportunities
coming your way, and I’m looking forward to
seeing them come to fruition. 

Many blessings to each of you,

Rev. Karen
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 If you have ideas for a
subject or a speaker,
please contact Joyce

Throneburg,
joyce.throneburg@

gmail.com

ON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNET
Facebook pages: UUFD

        Members & Friends,                                                       
UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship
of Decatur, IL

 Web site: uufd.org

Dick Zaker is the
newsletter editor.

Submit items for the 
 September edition by 

 Aug. 23:
Newsletter@uufd.org

Fun at Elizabeth and David's
Coolness reigned at Elizabeth Jeffery
and David Snoeyenbos' home on July
18. Two dozen of us had the chance
to browse through three rooms of
giveaways (ask Sara Cothern about

her big fan). We all got a look at
David's marvelous trebuchet

machine. Volleyball, a walking bridge
and cookies, oh my!

A  historic Juneteenth

This was the first year Juneteenth was
celebrated as a national and state holiday.
Rev. Karen and Sara Cothern looked over
commemorative t-shirts from the city's

Human Relations Commission on June 19.
Kathy Kline and Dick Zaker also attended a

ceremony recalling a lynching of a Black man
on the site of the present courthouse.



     New donation option
   A revised online giving system allows
you to establish an account and securely
save your credit card and/or bank
information to make this method of giving
easier. 

   To learn more about process: 
https://files.constantcontact.com/c11ad014
601/eb8fdfb5-1fa4-4ffb-a07a-
62a377d201c8.pdf. To donate, go to
https://secure.myvanco.com/YM3P/home
or mail a check to Treasurer at 3773 N.
MacArthur Road, Decatur 62526.

Here's August's book
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   The Third Thursday Book Club will meet  on Aug.
19 at 8 p.m. via Zoom. The novel is "Lions of 
5th Avenue" by Fiona Davis. 

   The Lions has been described as a "book written 
for “book lovers”! It’s a compelling novel that’s part 
family saga, part high-stakes heist and part love
story”.

  All are invited to join in the discussion. Also, we
have amassed a list of 10 summer reading ideas
that have been recommended by at least one of
our regulars. If you’d like a copy of that list, contact
Mary Lovell or Kathy Sorensen.

Board has a busy two meetings 
   In June, the Board was concerned with the
replacement of locks. After some delays, the
installation has been completed. Instead of keys,
a code for the system will be shared. 

   The Board has accepted a grant for Social
Justice projects. A committee is gearing up to
consider how to make the best use of the funds.

   With Lisa Coates’ transition to director of
Lifespan Religious Education, there will be a 
need for more volunteers to help in RE on those
Sundays she is off for professional development. 

   Board members decided that masks will be
required for everyone inside the building until
further notice. There will be no “coffee hour” 

 indoors for the time being. The Board will
continue to monitor the standards set by Macon
County and the state and will react accordingly. 

   The Board will hold a Fall Retreat on Aug. 28

   In July, the Board instructed the Minister
Search Committee to seek a three-quarter time
minister. Dick Zaker told the Board that a survey
will be distributed to seek consensus on the
qualities of a future minister the congregation
desire most.

   The Board is interested in asking the leaders
of committees and teams to meet once a quarter
to coordinate schedules, work on leadership
training and communication channels.

https://files.constantcontact.com/c11ad014601/eb8fdfb5-1fa4-4ffb-a07a-62a377d201c8.pdf
https://secure.myvanco.com/YM3P/home


 
President - Pat Rossiter 

● 
Vice President - Sam Yeagle 

● 
Treasurer - Tim McMillin 

● 
Secretary - Sarah Schrishuhn 
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UUFD Board
Past President - Lorelei Zaker 

● 
At-Large Member - Kim Schwarz 

● 
At-Large Member - Shelli Brunner 

● 
At-Large Member - BJ Hartman 

   The view from the editor's corner is that
"Opening Day of the UUFD season" was a
rousing success.

   The attendance was good, and people really
seemed to be happy to worship in person
again. The presence of food must have
"sweetened the pot" to create the good spirits.

   We hope all who attended in person and on
Zoom appreciated the tremendous strides that
are  being made on the technology front. We'll
be enjoying the benefits of tons of new
communications options. We could see a
speaker whom we might never have been able
to bring in, and we'll have expanded musical
options This all doesn't even touch the
improved internet and phone capabilities.

   So much work has been done and remains
to be done to make this 21st-century tech
possible. Joyce Throneburg and many others
have assessed our needs, researched
electronic systems, supervised installation and
tested the equipment. On the front page of this
Newsletter, we noted the generous Fellowship
folks who donated to allow this to happen.

   And then, the Aug. 1 service itself! Joyce
and Shelli Brunner handled the emcee chores,
and Lisa Coates and Rev. Karen played
important roles. Barbara Hannon and the rest
of the Hospitality & Caring Committee
organized the potluck, not knowing the
weather conditions for certain.  

   What a kickoff for the 2021-22 church year!

Giving credit where it's due


