
This year, we will be able to watch the entire service together.
Come join thousands of other UUs around the country in this
special program!

Our dear friend of the Fellowship is back to relate the tale of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, a pastor and author who worked to dismantle the Third Reich from
the inside.

Fellowship
LIFE

Using improv as a form of community building. 

We will celebrate this important day in our nation's history. Learn
more about how this came to be especially important for our Black
community. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP OF DECATUR

with Rev. Miley Palmer

'The Power of 'Yes/And'
with Rev. Karen Madrone

'Celebrating Juneteenth'
with Rev. Karen Madrone

'General Assembly Sunday Service'
Part of week's activities in Milwaukee

Welcoming Congregation - Green Sanctuary Accredited - Founded 1953

'A Humble Man of Faith'

Zoom room opens at 10
https://us02web.zoom. us/j/81022794467

Services - 10:15 a.m.  -- unless
otherwise noted

JUNE-JULY 2021

3773 N . MACARTHUR ROAD , DECATUR , ILWWW .UUFD .ORG 

June 6

JUNE 13

JUNE 20

JUNE 27

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81022794467


  

   
course working towards earning
my DRE credentials. 

   Lacey and I also will be using
this time to clean and organize
the RE space at UUFD. We also
plan to set up the new RE
library cart. We'll be working
hard to get everything in place
for a possible reopening with 

Lisa Coates

  Hi friends! I want to thank
everyone for such a lovely year.
We have gone through so
many changes and ended on
such a happy note with our 
                       Collective 
                       Journey 
                       gathering and a 
                       beautiful RE   
                       Celebration 
                       Sunday. 

   Through the end of May and
all of June, I will be participating
in an extensive training on
family ministry through the
UUA. This is my first official 

No classes, but lots to do!
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in-person gatherings. 

   During this time, we will not
be holding any official RE
classes. I do plan to offer
meetups and play dates
throughout the summer. I will
post invitations in our Facebook
groups.

   Please feel free to contact me
anytime at Re@uufd.org if you
would like more information or
to join any of our programs. 

   Have a wonderful summer! 
Lisa Coates- UUFD Director of Lifespan

Religious Education

On May 2, our RE children again were able to get
back together, face to face, on our grounds. An
improvised maypole and crafts were only part
of the fun.

Enjoying 'the lovely month of May'

mailto:Re@uufd.org


Third Thursday Book Club - 8 p.m. June 17; not in July
Happy Hour - 5:30 p.m. Fridays in June; not in July
Soul Support - 8 p.m. June 9; not in July
Second Tuesday Lunch - noon, June 8; not in July
Board meeting - June 12 AND July 10, both 10:30 a.m.
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What is/isn't
happening         
in June, July

Collective Journey takes flight

Members of the Collective Journey Adult RE program
had fun at Whitmore Park on May 22. Joyce
Throneburg and Erzsebet Getz spoke about butterfly
habitats and ways to create your own butterfly
garden. Plants also were handed out. The whole group
hiked the trails afterward. 

Suzanne Prange - June 13
Emily Steele - June 18
Elizabeth Jeffery  - June 20
Jennifer Sekosky  - July 20
John Hays - July 21
Justin Weaver - July 26

Just wait until August!
Aug. 1 - Welcome Back Brunch Potluck 

After a brief service celebrating our return to
in-person programs and the renewed spirit             
of community, we'll enjoy our first potluck in                   
     18  months. More details will be in the                            

August newsletter. 



Dear Fellowship Family, 

   I hope you all are enjoying the warmer
weather! The last two weeks, I have had walks
at Fairview Park with Fellowship folks. It’s such
a lovely park! I truly enjoy its rolling hills and
the opportunity to connect with nature. We are
meeting on Fridays at 10 a.m. at the Pavilion.
All are welcome! 

                         The June theme for Soul 
                      Matters is Play, which is a 
                      wonderful ending to our year 
                      together. For our service on June 
                      13, we will explore the rules of  
                      improv comedy and the irony that
sometimes is needed to create and explore,
structure and reach agreement. On June 20,
we will commemorate and celebrate
Juneteenth, the emancipation of the enslaved
people in the United States. Finally on June 27,
we will watch General Assembly’s Sunday
service together. 

   On May 23, the Fellowship had a very
successful and productive Annual
Congregational meeting. A new board officer 
 and a new member at large were elected.
Congratulations to Sarah Schrishuhn and BJ
Hartman! Coming off the board are Amy
Stockwell and Barbara Hannon. Thanks to you
both for your many hours of service to the
Fellowship. 

   The congregation also voted on the members
of the minister search committee, you approved
next year’s budget, and you approved changes
to the Constitution! Very impressive work was
done by many people. 
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A time to play and fondly recall  

Karen Madrone 

Willa and B.J. Hartman joined Rev. Karen on
her May 15 walk. There's always room for
one more on the sidewalk!

   In thinking about where we are with the
pandemic and the recent news from the CDC, I
will now be having office hours inside the
building on Wednesdays and Thursdays
from 2 to 5 p.m. I would still like folks to use
the calendly link to schedule appointments if
possible just so I can manage my time, but now
meeting in person is an option! If you would
prefer to meet in person but outside, I’d be
happy to meet you at a park. 

   I’m really looking forward to our fall together
and the great programs that will be offered.
The Program Committee and the Finance
Committee are hard at work on media and
technology upgrades that will help the
Fellowship have multi-platform offerings. We
are moving into truly uncharted territory. I’m
very proud of the work you have done in this
direction and your willingness to keep learning
as we work to be as inclusive as possible while
expanding our ideas of what is possible. 

Yours in community,

Rev. Karen

mailto:bjhartman9@gmail.com
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   The importance of connection became
critically important this past year. Zoom
quickly became our salvation; the way to
see the faces and hear the voices of our
community. 

   Through that connection, we shared
music, videos and guest speakers from all
over the country in our Sunday services and
small groups. We realized that geography
doesn’t have keep us separated.

   In that spirit, the UUFD board has
approved a plan to keep that connectivity
alive as we return to in-person gatherings.
After meeting with consultants, the plan is to
upgrade our Internet to cable from DSL and
install a mesh network so the Internet is
strong throughout the building. A large-
screen smart TV will be nstalled on the wall
to the left of the pulpit with HDMI connection
to a laptop in the back where a Zoom 
runner will manage the system during the
services and meetings. A webcam will be
installed as well.  

Please pitch in to upgrade our technology

 If you have ideas for a
subject or a speaker,
please contact Joyce

Throneburg,
programs@UUFD.org.

Facebook pages: UUFD
        Members & Friends,                                                       

UUFD - Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship

of Decatur, IL
 Web site: uufd.org

Dick Zaker is the
newsletter editor.

Submit items for the 
 August edition by 

 July 23:
Newsletter@uufd.org

   A smart TV will be installed for RE so Lisa
Coates can tap into the many resources available.
Another TV in the board room will allow people to
easily join meetings if they are unable to be in the
physical space. 

   The estimated cost of this upgrade is $5,000 and
will require fundraising to make it happen. A
generous donor has offered to match the first
$2,000 that comes in so $2,000 becomes $4,000! 

   Send your checks with the memo ‘Capital Fund’
to Treasurer at 3773 N. MacArthur, 62526 or use
the ‘Technology Upgrade’ tile our new on-line
donation page at
https://secure.myvanco.com/YM3P/home.

  Wanna be 
     a fun guy?   

Join us!

   Remember those great parties around Halloween and Christmas on
Zoom? You are invited to join the folks who cooked them up. The Hospitality
and Caring Committee wants you! The next meeting is 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 16. Contact Barbara Hannon, 454-1034, for more details. 
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   We have a lot to give thanks for this month
after our Annual Congregational Meeting on May
23. 

   Firstly, thank you to the committee that 
 worked diligently to prepare the Constitution
revisions that were presented. We know this was
difficult work, but it is truly appreciated and will
help our Fellowship strive into the future. 

   Next, we are so thankful for all of the
individuals who have accepted roles for either
our Ministerial Search Committee or the Board.
We know these posts will have some challenges
next year, but we are confident you will all be 

able to take them in stride. We are so excited
to embark on this journey. 

   Thirdly, we would like to give special thanks
to Rev. Karen because this Congregational
Meeting was significantly more challenging
than in years past, and her counsel was
invaluable in helping us through this 
process. 

   Lastly, we want to thank all of our
Fellowship for continuing to take part in this
adventure with us. We are excited for all of
the things that are being planned for the fall
and hope we will have a lot more to 
share with you in the very near future. 

President extends her thanks

     New donation option
   A revised online giving system allows
you to establish an account and securely
save your credit card and/or bank
information to make this method of giving
easier. 

   To learn more about process: 
https://files.constantcontact.com/c11ad014
601/eb8fdfb5-1fa4-4ffb-a07a-
62a377d201c8.pdf. To donate, go to
https://secure.myvanco.com/YM3P/home
or mail a check to Treasurer at 3773 N.
MacArthur Road, Decatur 62526.

   The Third Thursday Book Club will meet on June
17 at 8 p.m. via Zoom. The book is "This Tender
Land" by William Kent Krueger. 

                            This novel has been compared 
                          to "Where the Crawdad’s Sing". 
                          “It is a tale of adventure 
                          during the Great Depression: part 
                          'Grapes of Wrath', part 
                          'Huckleberry Finn', according to 
                          the Minneapolis Star Tribune. 

   All are welcome to join the discussion -- or listen
to the discussion. We are a very informal group.

'Tender Land' on tap

https://files.constantcontact.com/c11ad014601/eb8fdfb5-1fa4-4ffb-a07a-62a377d201c8.pdf
https://secure.myvanco.com/YM3P/home


President - Pat Rossiter 
● 

Vice President - Sam Yeagle 
● 

Treasurer - Tim McMillin 
● 

Secretary - Sarah Schrishuhn 
● 

Immediate Past President - Lorelei Zaker 
● 

At-Large Member - Kim Schwarz 
● 

At-Large Member - Shelli Brunner 
● 

At-Large Member - BJ Hartman 

   To the right is the listing of who will be
on your UUFD Board as of the beginning
of the fiscal year, July 1.

   These people were elected at the May
23 Congregational Meeting. Pat Rossiter
will remain president and Lorelei Zaker
past president because of the disruption
caused by the COVID pandemic.

   Please support them and remember
they're putting in lots of volunteer hours.

Board listens to RE, event updates
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  The Hospitality and Caring Committee is
planning a retreat October 3 -4 at Monte and
Joyce Throneburg’s.

   Pat Rossiter will take over the key project and
call Wareham Security to install the new locks. 

   The Minister Search Committee will consist of
Elizabeth Jeffery, Kathy Sorensen, Sara
Cothern, Chris Schrishuhn and Dick Zaker. 

   With Lisa Coates now the director of lifespan
religious education, Board members were told
the trick will be to keep her hours to 10 per
week. Lisa is taking classes online in pursuit of
becoming a credentialed religious educator.

    UUFD needs two delegates to “attend”
General Assembly online in June. The Board will
attempt to find the delegates before their June
12 meeting. 

New makeup of board

Like to hike? Join us on June 27 
   It's a splendid spring, and
the outdoors is just crying to
be visited.

   Take advantage of nature,
(good) weather and the
camaraderie of your fellow
UUs at a gathering on
Sunday, June 27.

 
 

   Elizabeth Jeffery and David
Snoeyenbos will be our hosts
as we catch up with friends,
enjoy some drinks and snacks,
play games and hike their
beautiful grounds.

   Oh, and there's a twist: David
and Elizabeth will be giving
away some personal  

   

possessions as they downsize

   No obligations; just provide
the items a good home.  

   The gathering will be from 2
to 5 p.m. at their home at 2634
Burns Lane. This is the latest
project of the Hospitality and
Caring Committee.


