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This is the Day
   Each moment is a gift and an opportunity to practice gratitude. Even 

in the midst of experiences we'd like to change, we have the potential 

gift of clarity in how we want to move forward. Morris is an award-winning singer and 

songwriter. We are so thrilled she will be sharing her thoughts and music with us!
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The editor will explain

'Atheist's Prayer'

What does it mean for an atheist to learn to pray? Rev. Fritsche will discuss her

experience as a secular humanist serving in hospital chaplaincy pre-pandemic. We will

reflect on finding compassionate interfaith connection during life's big transitions.

with Rev. Sally Fritsche, associate minister at Urbana-Champaign UU

March services - 10:15 a.m.  -- Zoom room opens at 10

MARCH  7

MARCH  14

MARCH 21

MARCH  28

'Loved into Being'

Faith in Unitarian Universalism isn't just an intellectual exercise: it's "heart" work. This

service features a sermon by Rev. Frederick-Gray, as well as music, storytelling and

other elements that will help us to grow in spirit, in courage and in generosity.

featuring Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray, UU Association president

'Love is Being Seen'

We will celebrate Transgender Day of Visibility! This is an annual awareness day

observed around the world. We honor the accomplishments of transgender and

gender-nonconforming people while raising awareness of the work that still needs to

be done to achieve trans justice.

with Rev. Karen Madrone
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RE ISN'T JUST FOR KIDSRE ISN'T JUST FOR KIDSRE ISN'T JUST FOR KIDS
ANYMOREANYMOREANYMORE



Until we can reconvene at the Fellowship, most
of the classes will be held in person, outdoors. 

   Our first class event will take place Saturday,
March 20, at 10:30 a.m. at Fort Daniel
Conservation Area. The address is 4975 Fort
Daniel Rd., Decatur IL 62521. 

   Please join us for a Spring Equinox
Celebratory Hike! We will meet at the pavilion
near the playground. Snacks and a short activity
will be included in the plans. Feel free to bring
your children, pets, neighbors, etc. The trails are
short and easy! Masks will be worn, and a
sense of community will be felt! 

   More information about the course will be
introduced at this event. Register for "Collective
Journey" by emailing me at RE@UUFD.org. I
will be in touch regarding weather delays and
future events. This class is part of UUFD's new
Lifespan Religious Education mission. 
 
   The final plan for March takes place on
Sunday, March 28, at 4 p.m. on the front lawn of
UUFD! We are inviting the whole congregation
and friends as we celebrate the installation of
our first Progress Pride Flag. Join us for this
"Rainbow Celebration" and flag ceremony.
There will be rainbow-themed activities on the
lawn. The event begins at 4 p.m. and will end by
5. The rainbow is my theme for March. And, we
will be doing a month-long rainbow scavenger
hunt! More details will be posted in the
Facebook groups and in your weekly eBlast.
Please register for "Collective Journey".

Adults to share in RE fun
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   Spring is on its way! We have so much to
celebrate as the season changes! Finally we will
be able to gather outside again!

   I'm thrilled to announce the many                                  
plans we have for Religious                                   
 Education beginning this spring.                         
 Let's begin with our Peacekeepers                                    
group. Our next Zoom meeting will                                                 
take place Thursday, March 4, at 8                                     
p.m. The link will be provided in the Facebook
Group and shared in the eBlast for the week. This
will be a special event for Peacekeepers and will
be open to all UUFD members to attend.

   Our guest speakers will discuss alternative
healing practices. They describe the event as:
"Healing Through Limitless Modalities". Michael
Fry and Narineh Gharashor will share how spirit,
mind, body and universal community work
together towards global healing and how ancient
plant-based remedies, therapies and rituals
connect people to one another, nature and
Source. They run an online boutique called Trade-
Routes Apothecary. 
   
   Our next RE class is on Sunday, March 14, at 4
p.m. We will be using our Soul Matters
curriculum and discussing "Commitment". The link
will be emailed to registered families, and all
necessary supplies will be listed ahead of time on
the UUFD Families Facebook Page.

   Now for my HUGE, ANNOUNCEMENT! UUFD
will now be offering RE for adults! Our new
program is called "Collective Journey"

Lisa Coates
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Gopher's travels:
He Phils our hearts
In honor of Groundhog Day, the Coates'  gopher

Phil took a tour of UUFD homes during February.
He drew attention and hugs -- none more loving

than Walter Yeagle's. Many famiies gave Phil
many adventures, including a trip to Del's
popcorn place and a tea party. Thanks to

everyone who enjoyed his company. 



   This newsletter has news -- but that's about all it
has in common with what you're used to.

   The program we've been using for making this
publication for years has given up the ghost. Some
nice people in the Fellowship suggested the Canva
program, so here we go. We'll be working through
the old learning curve to see if Canva can or can't
help us.

   Meanwhile, as we had a "blank canvas" to work
with, it occurred to us that the newsletter didn't
really have a name. "Fellowship LIFE" seemed to
capture who we are and what we're describing in
words and photos. "Seven Principles Monthly"
didn't seem to do it. Plus, we're stating emphatically
that there is life in UUFD, COVID or no COVID.    

Home of the UUA
   In case you were ever wondering about your
larger UU community, this is home base, 24
Farnsworth St. in Boston. The building is in the
Seaport District, near the Federal Courthouse
and Boston's Children's Museum. The UUA
has occupied the space for about six years.

You're not
seeing things
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We are Community, our lives richer
   This has been quite the year, hasn't it? When you
get this newsletter, we all will have been in some
state of "everything is different" for a year!  (My year
of quarantine will be March 13, which was a Friday
in 2020 ...).  

                             But there is something that is not
                           different -- that has only 
                           strengthened -- and that is all our 
                           needs to be part of a community,                                                                                               
                           this Beloved Community.   
                              I join you all in seeing UUFD as 
                            my community:  where the people 

and connections we have made and are
making are treasures. Where the caring and
concern as we strive to live our values
elevate and enrich not only the recipients but
the givers as well.  Where the fun we make
and the meaning we find are all richer
because we've done these things together. 
 
   How has this community enriched your
life?   How does your presence and your gifts
enrich this community?   I'll be thinking about
these questions and invite you to join me as
we move into the next chapters of our lives!

Amy Stockwell 
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Putting a mantra into action

Everything we do is faith formation.

 Everything we teach is Unitarian  

 Universalism.  

The congregation is the curriculum.

 Dear Fellowship community, 

 

   Many years ago, I attended a UU leadership

training in the UU Southern Region. The

trainer, Conniee Goodbread, shared with us

her mantra that the entire region now uses.

Her mantra?

   As UUFD and I have gotten to                                

know each over the last seven                          

 months, I’ve been reminded of                                       

this mantra and what my focus                                        

is as a Unitarian Universalist                      

 interim minister. 

 

   What does this mantra mean? Faith

formation is the process of integrating our

faith, both into identity and behavior. It

becomes who we are in the world and how

we act. Becoming a Unitarian Universalist is

much more than signing a membership

book; it is a lifelong process of living into our

values. We all are on an ongoing Unitarian

Universalist journey.

   Everything we teach is Unitarian

Universalism. This means we teach our

principles, our history and our beliefs. Our

music, our messages, our religious education

programs all are through the lens of

Unitarian Universalism. This doesn’t mean we

only talk about UUism specifically but what

we talk about and listen to is understood

through our UU values and beliefs.

   The congregation is the curriculum. This

means that how we are together is just as

important as what we do together. The

congregation itself is learning how to be the

   

Beloved Community. By living its principles, by

being in covenant together, we are creating new

possibilities for not only the Fellowship but the

world at large. The congregation learns that it

can make mistakes and come back to right

relationship. It learns to care for its staff and

volunteers in healthy and constructive ways. It

learns to take risks and step into leadership

roles.

   How do I see these things happening at UUFD?

I see seven UUFD members participating in the

Widening the Circle collaboration with other

local UU congregations. I see nine of you (so far)

participating in the StartingPoint: Introduction

to the UU Journey new member classes. 

   I see the Board, the Finance Committee, the

Program Committee, the Hospitality & Caring

Committee and the Building & Grounds

Committee trying out new activities and not

giving up when there are obstacles. I see this in

the productive and thoughtful feedback

I’ve received from members and friends about

services and discussions. The whole community,

together, is learning to go from “I” to “we.” 

   It is not an easy thing to do, especially because

it’s very countercultural. However, from what I’ve

seen so far, UUFD is on the right track for

integrating this mantra. I believe in this

Fellowship and what you are bringing into

fruition.

   If at any time you would like to talk to me, feel

free to reach out to me at 312-248-3538 or use my

calendly link on the Fellowship website to find a

time to talk. I would love to be in conversation

with you!

In community,

Rev. Karen

 

Karen Madrone 



              Submit items to eblast_mgrs@uufd.org                                       

by Monday of each week.

   Hopefully, everyone has gotten themselves
unburied from the recent snow and warming up
from the frigid temperatures!  

   We are encouraged that although
vaccinations have been a bit slow, we are
hearing of more and more members who have
been vaccinated.

   The board had a wonderful retreat at the end
of January, developing and expanding upon
goals to finish out the year. In addition to
deciding on the date of our Congregational
Meeting for May 23, we are organizing search
committees for both our upcoming slate of
board officers and our upcoming ministerial
search.

   In an effort to include Fellowship members in
these decisions, we will be reaching out to get
your guidance. 

   We hope everyone has enjoyed the photos of
the groundhog as he has made his rounds to
the Fellowship homes and offered a glimpse of
joy this month.  We’re so happy to see that our
Fellowship continues to look for new and
unique to stay engaged and connected.
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Dick Zaker is the

newsletter editor.

Submit items for the 

 April edition by 

 March 23:

Newsletter@uufd.org

Facebook pages: UUFD

Members & Friends,                                                       

UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship

of Decatur, IL

 Web site: uufd.org

ON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNETON THE INTERNET
Mel Weinstein -- March 7

Darwin Shroyer -- March 15

Robert Hartman  -- March 16

James Brockway -- March 16

Sue Weinstein -- March 18

Crystal Brockway  March 20

Mary Lovell -- March 21

Book Club meets
March 18

   The Third Thursday Book Club               will
meet at 8 p.m. on March 18 on                      
 Zoom. The book is "The
Vanishing Half" by Brit Bennett. This
novel is a multigenerational family saga. 

   The New York Times calls it “an ambitious
meditation on race and identify as it considers the
divergent fates of twin sisters, born in the Jim
Crow South after one decides to pass for white.” 
 All are invited; watch for the Zoom link in the
regular Tuesday e-blasts.

President/VP Corner

   Our faith tradition is diverse                                                  
and inclusive. We grew from                                          
the union of two radical                                         
Christian groups: the                                             
Universalists, who organized in                                
1793, and the Unitarians, who organized in
1825. They joined to become the Unitarian
Universalist Association in 1961.

Tracing our UU roots



   On Wednesday, March 17, at 7 p.m. the
Transition Team will facilitate an evening of
listening to each other about your UUFD
stories and your hopes for the future. 

   This is an opportunity to learn from each
other and imagine the future the Fellowship will
create together. If you have questions, contact
Rev. Karen. All are welcome!  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8680261933

   We'd like to include all committee meetings and
events into the monthly calendar. Feel free to send
them along to Newsletter@uufd.org by March 23
and each month thereafter. 

   On Saturday, March 13 and March 27, Rev.
Karen will continue the "Intro to UU" class.
Everyone is welcome to participate in the 3 p.m.
sessions, regardless of how long they've been
part of the Fellowship. 

   Over the course of the class, participants will
explore their personal journeys, the historical
journey of Unitarian Universalism and UUFD, and
the journey that UUFD members travel together.

   Please register at https://tinyurl.com/UUJourney 

Early Spring by Rainer Maria Rilke
Harshness vanished. A sudden softness
has replaced the meadows' wintry grey.

Little rivulets of water changed
their singing accents. Tendernesses,

hesitantly, reach toward the earth
from space, and country lanes are showing

these unexpected subtle risings
that find expression in the empty trees. 

From around the Fellowship

Page 7 

* * *

* * *

   The Soul Support group will meet again
Wednesday, March 10 at 8 p.m. Bill Harbeck will
lead the discussion on chapter four of the book
"Listening Hearts". 
 

   Are you someone who works from home (either
pre- or post- pandemic)? Would you like some
(virtual) company to help you stay motivated and
accountable to sitting down and getting your work
done? 

   If so, come pop in on Wednesday, March 10
and 24 from 10am to noon at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7724360422. This is
not a social hour; rather it is time to come into a
virtual space where each person works on their
work or projects with company.
   We will check in on each other periodically as
needed but the overall goal is to help each other
stay focused on get our work done! Questions?
Contact Rev. Karen!

   Do you enjoy the Sunday services? Rev. Karen
provides food for thought many weeks during a
month, but on other occasions, topics spring from
other sources. Sometimes, it's an musician
inspiring us, sometimes an outside minister. But if
you have ideas for a subject or a speaker please
contact Joyce Throneburg, programs@UUFD.org.

* * *

* * *



Keeping in contact
   Consider using some down time to call or send a
note to ones we don’t see often:

Irma Cushing, 765 Christopher Dr., Forsyth, IL
63525, 207-242-0769, gm.eun17@gmail.com

Carolynn Devore, 250 N. Woodlawn Ave., Decatur,
62522

Marge Evans, 5584 Traughber Rd., Decatur
62521

Robert and Willa Hartman, 1244 E. Whitmer
St., Decatur, 62521  358-2347 bobbiehartman3@
gmail.com

John Hays, Heritage Health, 1225 Woodland Dr.,
Mount Zion, 62549 

Deonne Orvis, 1100 Fairview Ave., Apt. 220,
Parkway Apts., Pana, 62557

Rita Schwake, Primrose Retirement, Room 119,
1145 W. Arbor Drive, Decatur, 62526, 791-6605

Darwin Shroyer, Tanglewood Village, 1293 S. 34th
St., Apt. 103, Decatur 62521 217-433-1668 
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       Getting on Board
   Your UUFD Board’s been busy. On Feb.
13, it decided on installing a keyless entry
lock on the front door to the Fellowship and
a new keyed deadbolt for the RE door. It
was discussed that there would need to be
a system for issuing codes to
people/groups, including having those 
people sign a “Key Agreement.”

   Mark Sorensen, Pat Rossiter, Lorelei
Zaker and Barbara Hannon came to an
informal agreement to share in spot checks
of the building and consult with each other
if they find any issues.

   The Board heard that committees
continue to work on revisions to the
Constitution and the Organizational
Manual. 
 
   Board members will be calling each 
member of the Fellowship in the near future
to ask, “Who are two or three people you
would trust to be on the Search
committee?” The top names on the list will
be approached about joining the
committee. 

   Reports about the Widening the Circle
discussions were heard. About eight UUFD
members are participating the 11-week
process to improve the inclusiveness and
diversity of our faith community. The
conversations among members of
churches in Springfield, Urbana-
Champaign, Peoria, Bloomington-Normal
and ourselves could be a springboard to
more cooperation among our churches.


