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 Our virtual
services:

10:15 a.m. Sundays, live
 on Zoom (the room opens at

10 a.m.)– www.uufd.org

Feb. 7: “The Challenges of
Modern Local Govern-
ment” with Decatur Mayor
Julie Moore Wolfe

   The mayor will
focus on the
city’s issues,
especially in  the
past two
years. Mark
Sorensen is

service leader.

Feb. 14: “Side with Love
Sunday!” with Rev. Karen
Madrone

What if to "side with love"
meant making bold, faith-full
choices? What if it were even

a little bit scary? This
worship service brings
together worship leaders and
musicians from across the
country to offer hopeful,
moving, challenging
reminders about what we, as
Unitarian Universalists, are
called to do, and BE, in the
world.

Feb. 21: “Giving of Our
Time and Talent: What it

Means to be a UU Leader”
with Rev. Karen Madrone

   Being a UU leader helps
you live into your faith in
ways you never before
imagined!

Feb. 28: “Using the Power
of Stories to
Give Voice to
Our Dreams”
with Rev. Karen
Madrone

   We will revisit
our first service
together where we thought
about how stories are told
and consider the story that
UUFD tells about itself.

John Regan’s
impact on UUFD

still felt
65 years later

See page 5

Plus: Groundhog Day like you’ve never seen it before!

See page 4

 www.uufd.org
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Dear UUFD Community,

   I’m writing this to you a
couple of days after a
momentous day – the
inauguration of the 46th
president! While watching
all of the inauguration
activities was thrilling, what
I took away the most was
our country’s desire for
inclusion and respect
towards all people. It was
truly an amazing day. I am
grateful for a new direction
in our country.

   Here at the Fellowship,
there also are new things
we are trying out and new
things we are learning. In
January, we experimented
with changing the
Children’s Focus part of the
Sunday service to an
interactive Time For All
Ages. This has only taken
place a couple of times but
it seems to have had a
positive response. Thank
you all for being willing to
be flexible.

   By the time you read
this, the board will have
had their board retreat on
Jan. 30 – believe it or not,
we have a retreat planned
fully online. I’m looking
forward to spending the
day with your committed
leaders as they consider
how the Fellowship is doing

on its interim path and
dream into the future.

   The Soul Matters theme
for February is Community.
Over the course of the
month, we will be thinking
about how we build
community together, the
stories we tell about the
Fellowship, and think about
our hopes and dreams. It
will be a wonderful
adventure!

   This spring, I will be
offering a new member
class for anyone who’s
joined the Fellowship in the
last three years. This will
be an opportunity for
building deeper connections
and considering what it
means to make a
commitment to the
Fellowship.

   As you will see in other
parts of this newsletter, the
Fellowship is active and
engaged. We are planning,
dreaming and creating.
Many volunteer
opportunities are available

for everyone to participate
in the life of the Fellowship.

   Finally, it is not too early
to begin thinking about
your pledge to next year’s
stewardship campaign. As
the community continues to
grow and learn together, I
invite you to think about
your financial contribution
to the Fellowship.

   There are
many ways
to make
your
pledge. I
pledge to

several organizations,
including my home
congregation in North
Carolina, through a
monthly bill pay through
my bank. This method is
simple; once it’s set up,
you only have to think
about it when you reconcile
your statements.

   If at any time you would
like to talk to me about
anything at the Fellowship,
or would just like to talk,
feel free to reach out to me
at 312-248-3538 or use my
calendly link on the
Fellowship website to find a
time to talk. I’d love to be
in conversation with you!

In community,
Rev. Karen
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Jon Baxter Dies

Rev.
Karen
Madrone

As we stay active, think ‘community’



Jon Baxter Dies
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   The theme for February
is, "What does it mean to
be a people of Beloved
Community?"

   In our
children's RE
program, we
are going to
explore the
characteristics
of a beloved
community
using our Soul

Matters curriculum. A
beloved community is
where black leaders are
honored, love grows
beyond boundaries,
wounds are healed, and we
don't run away when
things get hard.

   Due to other events this
month, we will only meet
once, on Sunday, Feb. 14,
at 4 p.m. Information and
activities will be posted
throughout the month on
our UUFD Families
Facebook page.

   On Sunday, Feb. 28, we
will gather as a
congregation for a special
evening event I will be
co-hosting with the
Hospitality Committee. Join
us at 6:30 p.m. for another

Family Game Night on
Zoom. More information
will be posted as we get
closer to the event. SAVE
THE DATE!

   One of my favorite
changes to come out of
2020 is the creation of our
Peacekeepers adult RE
program for caregivers
during COVID times. Talk
about Beloved Community!
This group meets once a
month via Zoom and daily
in our Facebook group
dialogs.

   Peacekeepers continues
to grow with caregivers
from all over the country,
many with ties to UU
communities. I am
delighted to announce that
I have a special guest
speaker joining us on
Thursday, Feb. 4, at 8 p.m.
via Zoom.

   A colleague of mine from
Sioux City, Iowa, will be
speaking to us. Debbie
Bernstein LaCroix, from

Dream Catcher Dragon,
will be talking about
alternative, holistic
methods of healing. Learn
more about how you can
use Tarot, Chakra Healing,
Meditation, Vibrations and
"tree hugging" to help you
heal and grow.

   Another special event
taking place this month is
a collaborative effort with
the surrounding Central
Illinois UU RE teams and
congregations to do a book
drive for incarcerated
individuals through a
program based in Urbana
called Books to Prisoners
(B2P). It is a library that
collects books and mails
them to people based on
their letters and specific
requests. They are looking
for GED prep books,
dictionaries and books that
reflecting Black authors
and voices. I will be
posting more details as
they come in via our
Tuesday eblasts and UUFD
Facebook groups.

   If you would like more
information on RE
programs and events,
please contact me at
RE@UUFD.org.

Lisa Coates

Game Night, book drive, holistic health talk, oh my!

By the way, Lisa is NOT blowing her own horn here, but she is eager to
be a credentialed DRE with UUA. She has begun additional training and
looks forward to accumulating the needed credits. Plus, Rev. Karen will
be applying to be part of the Accredited Interim Minister’s program.
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February Family
Frolic wants you
   Games – check! Dancing –

check, check!
One-of-a-kind
photo contest –
triple check!

   Set aside Sunday, Feb. 28,
from 6:30 p.m. to 7:30-ish
for our next family online
shindig. The Hospitality
Committee has made it one of
its missions to hold periodic
gatherings.

   Take this as a great
opportunity to ease through
another
COVID-y
winter’s
evening.

   Here’s a
nice little
twist to this
party: we would really like
you to send along a photo of
you as a youngster – 5 or
younger. We’ll put them up on
the Zoom screen and have
everyone guess who’s who.
Send your prints (or better
yet, photos of prints) to Sarah
Schrishuhn, 1115 N. Oakcrest
Ave., Decatur, 62522. Or if
you can scan them, email
them to her at smatherly85@
gmail.com. Either way, be
sure to get them in by Feb.
21.
Zoom link: https://us02web.
zoom.us/j/8680261933
Meeting ID: 868 026 1933

(From DRE Lisa Coates)

It's almost Groundhog Day – you know what
that means! A groundhog is going to show up at
your front door, bearing gifts and requesting you
take photos with it. "What?!!!" you ask. That's
right; if you participate in this RE/Hospitality
Committee event, that's exactly what will happen.

   You see, I have a stuffed gopher toy from the
movie “Caddyshack”. It sings and dances. The
goal is for this little guy to visit as many UUFD
families as possible in February. If you would like
to join in on this craziness, email me, Lisa Coates
at RE@UUFD.org with your name, family
members’ names, phone number and address.

   When he arrives at your home, he will have a
some type of treat for your family. Your job is to
bring him in, show him a good time, perhaps
dinner, story time, game night, etc. (taking photos
the whole time and posting them to our UUFD
Members and Friends Facebook Group). Next, you
email me to find out his next destination. I will
give you the names and address of the next
household. You deliver him with a new special
treat. These "treats," can be anything from candy,
baked goods, snacks, craft kits, art supplies,
books, etc. If you know something specific that
they would enjoy, do it!

   Finally join us for our family game night event
on Feb. 28 at 6:30 p.m. via Zoom for all the
highlights of the groundhog's travels.  I'll be
collecting names throughout the month, but
please don't hesitate to let me know ASAP if you
are in!

Groundhog
going to be
here, there,
everywhere



   John F. Regan Jr. died on
New Year’s Eve. We
remember him for several
things, not limited to:
– helping found UUFD in
1953
– helping obtain our church

home at 716
W. William St.
– serving as
Fellowship
president at
least twice
– nearly
reaching the
 age of 110

   What shouldn’t get lost in
all the honorable details of
John’s life was his quest for
civil rights. John was the
attorney for the NAACP in
Decatur from 1947 to 1965.

   He fought for equal
treatment for African-
American people in Decatur
restaurants, at a time when
few would let them in.

   This activism came with a
price: he lost white clients
at his local law office.

   John also valued his
lifelong friendship with
James Parsons, a
schoolmate who went on to
become the first Black
federal judge.

   What principles guided
John’s life? He pointed to
the answer in this 1935

note in the Millikin
University Decaturian
newspaper: “I am not a
communist.  But I am
confirmed in the belief …
that the goal of government
should be the greatest good
of everybody, and not the
greatest good of the
greatest number.”
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Carly Coates and Judy
Thistlethwaite look over our RE
kids’ gifts to honor the 108th
birthday of John Regan in 2019.

John Regan: A life of generosity, justice well lived
Lisa Coates recalls

visits fondly

   The girls and I were very
lucky to be able to visit
John a few times before the
lockdown. Rev. Larry
Hutchison thought it would
be fun for the youngest
member and oldest member
of the congregation to
meet.

   I brought Luella to his
care center and we chatted,
posed for photos and
planned for his 108th
birthday party. His party
came soon after and was a
lovely event with many
members from UUFD
attending.

   We returned for another
visit at his 109th birthday,
but the COVID lockdown
came soon afterward. John
enjoyed chatting about
Decatur and the newspaper
and asked me about living
here.

    He was a true hero to
our community and will be
missed. I feel extremely
grateful to have had these
visits.

John Regan
in 1990

One of John Regan’s passions was
Decatur-area history. He spent
countless hours in the library.
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Here are UUFD Board highlights

The halls of the
Fellowship could stand
the emptiness no more!
The stuffed visitors
kicked up their plush
heels all night in late
January, leaving
photographic evidence
of time well spent.
Thanks for all the little
humans who let their
friends play.

President/VP’s words
(from Pat Rossiter and Tim McMillin)

Hello members and friends of UUFD.
Well ... we made it to 2021 with hopes
that things would start to get better.
Unfortunately, that hasn’t happened (at
least, not yet).

   Speaking for ourselves, things were
looking as dark as any time we can
remember, but the inauguration offers a
glimmer of light.

   Listening to President Biden brings
hope back into the picture, and thank
heavens for that man. It’s hard to
imagine any man better suited to lead
the country at this time.

   Meanwhile, we continue to strive to
bring a sense of community to the
Fellowship and our friends in this time of
need. We were incredibly proud to see
those who came to the impromptu
gathering the evening of Jan. 6 to offer
comfort and share the grief of events we
all witnessed.

   Although we are still not actively
having services, we wanted to take a
moment to thank the valuable
members. They are actively working to
maintain the Fellowship, patiently
awaiting our return. This was
evidenced by the group that came to
help clean up the trees after the recent
storms and have been meeting in
earnest to begin plans for taking care of
the Tranquility Garden this spring.

   Despite the challenges we all face, our
Fellowship remains strong and has an
excellent outlook.

   In the Jan. 9 meeting, the Board tabled plans
for redoing locks. The options are rekeying or a
simple keyless entry
   Members also discussed the state of the
ceiling in the RE room. Committees are
updating the organizational manual and
Constitution.
   The RE Committee has asked that next year’s
budget include a line item of approximately
$500 to support Lisa Coates’ efforts to earn her
DRE credentials.
   Rev. Karen also wants to encourage
congregational involvement in the RE program.
Members can sign up to be teachers.
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Cora Marschner – Feb. 2
Alexis Yeagle – Feb. 12

Barbara Hannon – Feb. 14
Tim Rooney  – Feb. 25

Find us on the Internet
Facebook pages: UUFD Members

& Friends, UUFD - Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship

of Decatur, IL
 Web site: uufd.org

Submit items to eblast_mgrs@uufd.org by
Monday of each week.

   On Saturday, Feb. 27, March 13, March 27, and
April 10 at 3 p.m., Rev. Karen will lead a series of
new member classes.

   They are open to anyone who has joined the
Fellowship in the last three years and anyone
considering joining and who is curious.

   If you would like more in-depth knowledge
about Unitarian Universalism and what it means to
be part of a UU faith community, come join us! All
are welcome!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8680261933

Are you new to UU?

28 “Power of Stories”
Madrone - 10:15/
Family Fun Night,

6:30

     Soul
Support - 8

New
member
class - 3

Widening
Circle - 7

Widening
Circle - 7
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Novel set for book
club on Feb. 18
   The Third Thursday Book
Club will discuss “Homeland
Elegies: A Novel” on Feb. 18
at 8 p.m. via Zoom.

   The author, Ayad Akhtar,
is an award-winning playwright, novelist
and screenwriter of Pakistani heritage.

   “Homeland Elegies” is described by the
New York Times as “a beautiful novel about
an American son and his immigrant father
… It’s a lover’s quarrel with this country.”

   The Zoom invitation will be in the
Tuesday e-blast. All are encouraged to join
us for what we think will be a lively
discussion.

   Well, here we are in a shiny New
Year! Like me, you probably have some
new intentions for the new year, things
that could make your life
better or easier or
healthier. For me, anything
I can do to make things
easier is a good thing.

   Got an idea for you if one
of your resolutions is to be
more regular in your giving
to UUFD. If your financial
institution allows you to pay your bills
on-line, consider adding UUFD to your
regular bill pays. Get this set up, and
you don't have to think about it again.

   Here's how it works at my credit
union: I open the bank software, and
authorize checks for my bills – heat,
water, phone, ice cream sandwiches,
etc. The vendors don't have access to
the account; they just get a check sent
from the credit union on my behalf.

   My credit union also lets me set up
recurring payments in advance. For
instance, I can set up a check to be
issued on the 10th day of each month
to "Cookie of the Month Club", which I
like to do to make sure I'm always
covered. You could do the same for
UUFD!  As your treasurer, I receive
monthly checks from the financial
institutions of several of our members.

   However and whatever you choose to
give, it’s all appreciated! But consider
this idea to make your life a tiny bit
easier!

Amy Stockwell

Treasurer gives giving options

GOT IDEAS? If you think of
a subject or speaker for a
UUFD service, contact
programs@UUFD.org

   Soul Support will meet Feb 10 at 8 p.m.
Preparation for the meeting will be the
third chapter of the book “Going
Somewhere”. Joyce Throneburg will lead.

###
   Much thanks to members Tim Rooney,
Tim McMillin, Mark Sorensen, Joyce
Throneburg and friend Brent Shull for
picking up sticks and tree limbs this fall at
UUFD. In addition, during the December
wind and snow storms, many large
branches and a whole tree fell on our
property. Most of this has been cut up and
hauled away, saving the Fellowship
hundreds of dollars.

###
For the time being, Darwin Shroyer can

be reached at Tanglewood Village, 1293 S.
34th St., Apt. A103, Decatur, 62521, 433-
1668.


