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 Our virtual services: 10:15 a.m. Sundays, live on Zoom – www.uufd.org

Oct. 4: “Innocence Work
During COVID Times:
Challenges and
Benefits” with Larry Golden,
founding director of the
Illinois Innocence Project

   The Innocence
movement and
Illinois
Innocence
Project have
taken on critical
issues during

the last nine months, from
the needs for compassionate
releases of inmates to the
exposure of police
misconduct. Golden,
emeritus professor of Legal
and Political Studies at
University of Illinois at
Springfield, will outline the
most important challenges
and recent achievements
during this. Kathy Sorensen
is the service leader.

Oct. 11: “Coming Out
Day!” with Rev. Karen
Madrone

   What does it
mean to live a
life of integrity,
dignity and
respect? How
does it feel
when we step

out into the world claiming
all of who we are? And for
UUFD, what does it feel like
to declare to the world what
we believe and take public
stands? Let's explore these
questions together!

Oct. 18: “Democracy
Sunday!” with Rev. Karen
Madrone

   With the
election only a
couple of weeks
away, it is more
important than
ever to dig deep
into our 5th
principle, "The

right of conscience and the
use of the democratic
process within our
congregations and in society

at large." For this service, we
will use several resources
from the "UU the Vote"
campaign.

Oct. 25: “The Impact of
Childhood Trauma on the

Developing
Brain” with Jill
Reedy

Childhood
trauma exists in
our classrooms
and our society.

Learn how trauma rewires
the developing brain and
how one caring adult can
make all the difference.

   Reedy, Ed.S., is the
assistant regional
superintendent of the Macon-
Piatt Regional Office of
Education.  She has been in
education for 23 years and
has experience as a teacher,
administrator, curriculum
director and presenter.

 www.uufd.org
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Jon Baxter Dies

Dear Fellowship friends,

   In the last couple of
months, I’ve gotten to
know many of your long-
term leaders and many
newer ones as well. I’ve
learned where there has
been joy and many things
that the Fellowship should
be proud of, and I’ve
learned about areas of
conflict and pain. All human
organizations have both
sadness and joy, resilience
and moments of
weakness.

   Nine months ago, a
major conflict at UUFD
occurred. I have listened to
quite a few members and
friends tell about how this
conflict affected them
individually and I’ve seen
how it’s impacted the
Fellowship. I have seen
folks have emotions from
frustration to anger to
betrayal. I am deeply
saddened by the events of
this past spring and the
impact it has had on the
community.

   One of the five focus
areas of Interim Ministry is
“coming to terms with the
history of the congrega-
tion.” Usually that means
we create a history timeline
and look at patterns that
have affected the congre-
gation over the course of

many years. Normally, I
would try to find a way to
do that, even in a virtual
format. However, it’s clear
to me that what is needed
right now is an opportunity
for the Fellowship to dia-
logue about what happened
this past spring. But even
more importantly, UUFD
needs to learn new ways of
communicating with
members and friends in
constructive ways.

   Therefore, I am going to
lead two conversations on
the book “Honest, Direct,
Respectful” by Dennis D.
Adams. These discussions
will take place on Saturday,
Oct. 17, at 10 a.m. and
Wednesday, Oct. 28, at 8
p.m. Both sessions will be
at this Zoom link: https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/772436
0422. “Honest, Direct,
Respectful” is a short book
with the potential for a
huge impact on how people
communicate with each
other. It helps people with
different communication
styles learn how to say
what is on their minds in a
– you guessed it – honest,

direct and respectful way.
This book will provide the
framework for how we need
to talk to each other the
majority of the time, but
especially when there are
disagreements.

   The next Thursday, Oct.
29, at 7:30 p.m., there will
be an open meeting for
people to talk with each
other about their exper-
iences this past spring. We
will have another meeting
like this in November.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j
/7724360422. My hope is
that in the new year, UUFD
will be able to move to a
place where we can have
honest respectful con-
versations that are
inclusive and supportive for
everyone.

   Unitarian Universalism is
a microcosm of the world
we want to create and live
in. Working together to
create a strong Fellowship,
we will impact our world.

   I would love to talk with
anyone in the community
about your questions and
concerns. Please use my
scheduling link https://
calendly.com/rev-
karenmadrone to find a
time to meet.

Take care,
Rev. Karen

Rev.
Karen
Madrone

Join us on the journey to healing
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   It's going to be a spook-tacular fun
month of programming! Please mark you
calendars for following events:

   Peacekeepers will meet
virtually Thursday, Oct 8, at
8 p.m. via Zoom. A link will
be provided on the group's
Facebook page. Please
contact me if you would like
to join. This is an adult RE
program focused on

parenting children during COVID times.
All are welcome to attend and contribute
to the conversation!

   Our next Intergenerational service is
scheduled for Sunday, Oct 11. We will be
celebrating National Coming Out Day.
Children's RE is scheduled at 4 p.m. via
Zoom the same day.

   We have
planned a big,
fun, virtual
family Halloween
party at 6p.m.
on Saturday,
Oct. 24. This is

for the entire congregation! It will be a
trivia night! The children of RE will
receive a special treat by attending. I will
be delivering party packs to homes for
those families that RSVP by Oct 17. The
packs will contain Halloween activities to
play during the party.

   Sunday, Oct 25, is Children's Virtual RE
class via Zoom at 4 p.m. It will also be a
Halloween-themed event! This one is just
for the kids!

   Please contact me if you would like any
information regarding programming and
events at UUFD.

Lisa Coates

For Halloween, something trivial this way comes

Here’s a good New (church) Year
resolution: regular gifts to UUFD

   The shortening and
cooling days tell us it’s the
new year: back to (Zoom?)
school, the new church year
here at UUFD, the wisdom
from our Jewish sources of
the atonement and

forgiveness celebrations that Rev. Karen
talked about on Sept. 20.

   For me, a new year is a good time to
review my habits (good and bad!) and
see what needs new intentions.  Do your
habits need a tune-up?  I hope that you

will consider adding a new good habit –
making a regular gift to UUFD!

   When we are together, we are
reminded every Sunday about this by
passing the offering basket. A good habit
of regular contributions takes a bit more
thought now.

   In creating a new habit, I've found
that it is way more important to be
consistent than to be large. "Floss one
tooth daily," as one researcher says.

   All gifts are appreciated by your
community here: I hope you will
consider using the fall new year to set
up (or strengthen!) your regular habit of
giving to UUFD.
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Our old friend Darwin
Shroyer has been
recovering from some
pretty serious health
problems. Phone calls,
cards and visits would be
much appreciated. His
daughter, Jennifer Sekosky,
has been watching after
him.

***

Mary Shellabarger
Cleave passed away on
Sept. 12 at the age of 92.
Mary had joined us at
service many times over the
years.

She raised four
boys who will
miss her
dearly, and was
regarded as a
fine cook. She
also helped

open Gallery 510 in
Decatur.

***

Chris Coates, editor of
the Herald & Review (and
spouse of our great DRE,
Lisa Coates), has won the
title of Editor of the Year
from the Illinois Press
Association. Making the
honor more significant is

that it's the
first time the
journalism
group has ever
bestowed it.
Considering all
this, and the

way their girls can perform
during our services, there’s
a lot of talent in that family!

***

   Some of us know Julie
Lauper, who has attended
our services in the past. Her
husband, Brian Pinkston,
died Sept. 12 after a long
battle with cancer.

   The honeysuckle didn’t know what hit it.

   When your plant-minded group includes
Marge Evans, your chances of improving
the environment shoot up.

   Marge and about a dozen
others spent part of their
Labor Day weekend battling
bush honeysuckle in Lincoln
Trail Homestead State Park.
The park covers about 80
acres near Harristown, and
Marge has spent countless hours as one of
its champions.

   The park includes the area that was
Abraham Lincoln’s first home in Illinois.

   Honeysuckle, despite its benign name, is
an invasive plant that’s wreaking havoc on
the native flora of the park. Ridding the
area of the plant is a goal of park
supporters who are trying to get the
habitat to resemble what Lincoln would
have seen.

   Being 90 years old doesn’t keep Marge
from hard work, especially if it will help
the environment. She has had a lifelong
focus on nature, including a long
involvement with Sangamon River
cleanups.

   What an inspiration!

Improving the environment is just Marge Evans’ nature

Dick Zaker is Newsletter
editor. November edition

deadline: Oct. 23
Newsletter@uufd.org

Submit items to
eblast_mgrs@uufd.org

by Monday
of each week.

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Web site: uufd.org

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
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Committees will review UUFD constitution, safety issues
   A “Little Library” may be
coming to a spot near our
church. On Sept. 12, the
UUFD Board heard that a
woman has asked for
permission to put up a free
book box on MacArthur
Road.

   We’ve researched the
insurance and zoning
aspects. The stocking of
the box will be coordinated
with when the Decatur
Public Library resumes
using its dropboxes.

   Volunteering to be a
Zoom runner would be a
kind act on your part. The
folks who are currently
trained as a Zoom Runner
are: Mary Lovell, Jen
McMillin, Terry Ankrom,
Sarah Schrishuhn, Shelli
Brunner, Emily Steele and
Joyce Throneburg. (Sorry if
anyone’s been left out of
this list.)

Being a Zoom runner does
require some training, and
these helpers must sign
into the Sunday morning
service at 9:30. Contact
Mary or Joyce if you’d like
to lend a hand.

   At the request of our
insurance company, we’re
resuming a Safety
Committee. Faith Vaught,
Lorelei Zaker, Tim McMillin,
Lisa Coates and Chris
Yeagle are serving. If you’d
like to be part of this, ask
Faith.

   Another new committee
will be writing a Board
Covenant.

   Some members of board
have started a discussion on
the book “The Nested Bowls”.

   Another sign that the
Fellowship is abuzz with
activity is that a task force
has been appointed to
review the UUFD
Constitution to make sure
it reflects how we operate.
Similarly, a separate task
force will review the
Fellowship’s organizational
manual. The Fellowship will
vote on any changes to the
constitution at the
Congregational Meeting in
May.

   Rev. Karen reported to
the board that she wants
to build the community’s
engagement with social
justice so the Fellowship
itself is leading in this area.
She plans to convene a
group that would like to
discuss ways that UUFD
can lean into its call for
justice in the Decatur and
Central Illinois
communities.

by Monday

Owen Raleigh-Oct. 4
Grace Raleigh -
Oct. 6
Shelli Brunner -
Oct. 10
Sam Yeagle  -
Oct. 15
Dave Snoeyenbos  -
Oct. 15

Chelso Frescura -
Oct. 16
Luella Coates -
Oct. 19
Karen Madrone -
Oct. 19
Marge Evans -
Oct. 28

UU by the numbers

You might like to know there are
an estimated  199,850 members of
Unitarian Universalist Association
congregations in America; 800,000
identify as Unitarian Universalist
throughout the world (this number
includes the United States total).

   The total number of
congregations is 1,070 worldwide.

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
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‘Strategic dialogue’ book
discussion set Oct. 15

   The next discussion on the informative
book, "Talking Across the Divide: How to
Communicate with People You Disagree
with and Maybe Even Change the World"

will be Thursday, Oct. 15, at 7
p.m.

   Social activist Justin Lee
describes how careful listening
and empathy can help to
achieve useful engagement with

people of opposing viewpoints.
Some of the insights in learning about
their tendencies can occur with us as well.

   Each of the four planned book
discussions will cover four chapters, but it
is not required that you read it.

   All are welcome. This is the Zoom link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7724360422.
This is the phone number to call 312-626-
6799 with Meeting ID 772 436 0422.

‘The Ghost Bride’ on tap for Oct. 22

   Speaking of books, the UUFD Book Club
has chosen " The Ghost Bride" for its
October discussion.

   The Yangsze Choo novel is
infused with Chinese folklore,
romantic intrigue and
unexpected supernatural
twists. A traditional ghost
marriage is used to placate a
restless spirit. Such a union

would guarantee Li Lan a home for the
rest of her days, but at what price?
Click https://us02web.zoom.us/j/
87963980421#success to join the fun on
Thursday, Oct. 22, at 8 p.m.

BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS

Oh, what love for our canine companions was shared on Sept. 20. Rev. Karen,
Lisa Coates and Lacey Edwards blessed more than a dozen dogs. Photos of
pets that have passed on and even stuffed companions received the special
treatment. Donations benefited the Decatur Humane Society.
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WATER COMMUNION

   Stay connected on
UUFD Community email

   Remember our UUFD Community
email board. Typing uufd-
community@googlegroups.com
into your email lets you share
ideas and new events in our
lives.
  You could consider it a
message board or a
clearinghouse for some of your
needs. It’s another way UUFD
people are trying to stay closer
to UUFD people, especially in
this stressful time.

1) Our building is at what intersection?
2) True or false: UUFD had a role in creating
the Planned Parenthood chapter in Decatur?
3) Who generously donates the big Christmas
tree for the sanctuary each year?
4) True or false: UUFD has had four meeting
places in its history?
5) What designs are on those two big banners
in the sanctuary?

**********

The answers: 1) Mound and MacArthur roads
2) true 3) Marge Evans 4) downtown YMCA,
former Jewish temple building on Prairie
Avenue, house at 716 W. William St. and
present home 5) dove and chalice

   The collection of waters on Sept. 13 helped the
church year get off to a good start. The enthusiasm
showed as Lisa Coates, Sam and Chris Yeagle, Kim
Schwarz and others rolled up to Creshaven Park to
share their offerings with Rev. Karen. Thanks to all.
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OCTOBER

1 3

6

2

7 8

151413

109

16 17

20 2221 23 24

27 28 29 30

Board-
10:30

Activities on Zoom
unless otherwise
indicated

‘Coming
Out Day’ -
Madrone/ RE
at 4

“Democracy
Sunday”-
Madrone

“Childhood
Trauma” -
Reedy/ RE - 4

        Happy
Hour - 5:30

        Happy
Hour - 5:30

        Happy
Hour - 5:30

        Happy
Hour - 5:30

“Innocence
Work” - Golden

Keeping in contact
Consider using some down time to call or
send a note to ones we don’t see often:

Mary Jo Comerford, 37 Maple Ct.,
Decatur, IL 62526
Irma Cushing, 765 Christopher Dr.,
Forsyth, IL 63525, 207-242-0769,
gm.eun17@gmail.com
Carolynn Devore, 250 N. Woodlawn
Ave., Decatur, 62522
Marge Evans, 5584 Traughber Rd.,
Decatur 62521
Bobbie and Willa Hartman, 1244 E.
Whitmer St., Decatur, 358-2347
62521 bobbiehartman3@ gmail.com

John Hays, Heritage
Health, 1225 Woodland Dr.,
Mount Zion, 62549
Deonne Orvis, 1100
Fairview Ave., Apt. 220,
Parkway Apts., Pana, 62557

John Regan, Hickory Point Christian
Village Room 204, 565 W. Marion Ave.,
Forsyth 62535
Rita Schwake, Primrose Retirement,
Room 119, 1145 W. Arbor Drive, Decatur,
62526, 791-6605
Darwin Shroyer, 25 Forest Knolls Estate,
Decatur, 62521, 429-7776, 433-3855

4 5

1211

18 19

25 26 31
        Happy
Hour - 5:30

    ”Ghost
Bride” - 8

Open
meeting on

spring conflict -
7:30

Peacemakers
- 8

Halloween
Trivia Night

- 6

       “Talking
Across Divide”
book - 7

    ”Honest”
book talk-
10

Book
talk,

“Honest” - 8


