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Aug. 2: “Circles” with Rev.
Miley Palmer
   We welcome Miley back to
help kick off our new church
year. He will offer thoughtful

insights on the
importance of
diversity and
inclusiveness in
society, in honor
of the UUFD's
demonstrated
commitment to

those concepts. Joyce
Throneburg will be the
service leader.

Aug. 9: “The Stories We
Tell” with Rev. Karen
Madrone
In this service we will
discover the power of

storytelling to share
universal themes of our lives.

Aug. 16: “What's in Your
Tool Kit?” with Rev. Karen
Madrone
     Each of us has special
gifts and superpowers –
come, let's explore the gifts
that we bring to the UUFD
community!

Aug. 23: But Wait! This
Isn't What I Wanted at
All!" with Rev. Karen
Madrone
   This is the fourth Zoom live
service, and we are working
out the kinks. Perhaps this
isn't quite the worship
service we were hoping for
... or is it?

Aug. 30: “Mindfulness &
Meditation” with Gabriela
Brunner

  She is a Honduras native
and former immigration

attorney.
Gabriela is a
KRI Certified
Kundalini Yoga
& Meditation
Instructor,
Children’s Yoga

Teacher, Reiki master and
teacher, author and coach.

   Her Gabriela Brunner
Coaching group helps
personal development by
having clients cultivate
compassion and curiosity
towards oneself.

Hello, UUFD community! I'm
very much looking forward to
meeting you all soon, even
though it's in a virtual manner.

   The first few months of our
time together will be all about
getting to know each other,
listening well, paying attention
and noticing patterns. Towards
that end, my first service on Aug.
9 will be about the stories we tell
ourselves and each other.

   The service on Aug. 16 will be
about learning what we carry in
our "tool kits": What are the
gifts, superpowers and ordinary
tools that we each bring
                               KAREN, continued on Page 2Rev. Karen Madrone

A reception for Rev. Karen will be
2 p.m. Sunday, Aug. 2, at the
Fellowship. Bring your mask, a
lawn chair and your own
refreshments.

 www.uufd.org
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Jon Baxter Dies

Submit items to
eblast_mgrs@uufd.

org by Monday
of each week.

September edition
deadline:
Aug. 24

Newsletter@uufd.
org

Among the pleasures of UUFD is our wonderful church
surroundings. Here you see Marge Evans and Pat Rossiter,
ready to take on the weeds in late June. Barbara Hannon
and Mary Lovell also rolled up their sleeves to keep the
Serenity Garden ready for us, when we finally can
reconvene at Mound and MacArthur. Mark Sorensen also
gives a lot of TLC behind the scenes, and we’re likely
leaving out others who ‘tend the plots’.

KAREN

individually and collectively to the UUFD
community.

   The service on Aug. 23  will be the
fourth live Zoom worship service for
UUFD! While that will be an
accomplishment because it's a whole
new way of being together, there is still a
lot to learn and explore. The theme for
the service is all about how this isn't
what we wanted, but when we explore
the silver linings, perhaps there are
benefits we are beginning to discover.

   Friends, I hope your July was restful
and restorative. I look forward to
meeting you in August!

In faith,
Rev. Karen

OFFICE HOURS/CONTACT INFO

 My office hours are virtual. They will be
on Sunday, 2-4 p.m.; Wednesday, 4-6;
and Thursday 3-5. The Zoom meeting ID
is 772 436 0422 . If folks would like to
meet with me outside of those hours,
they can request a meeting via this link:
https://calendly.com/rev-karenmadrone.

   For the virtual office hours, go to
zoom.com, click on “Join a Meeting” and
enter 772 436 0422. Or,can click on this
link: https://tinyurl.com/y6e8tnjd . (The
requests will need to be made about 48
hours ahead of time).

   When I open the Zoom room, I will
enable the waiting room, that way I can
talk to one person at a time. Folks will be
automatically put into the waiting room.

  “Turtles” for Book Club

   The UUFD Book Club
meeting will be Aug. 20 at
8 p.m. We’re reading
“Turtles All the Way Down”
by John Green. The novel
centers on a 16-year-old
girl who investigated the
disappearance of her

friend’s billionaire father, while she
copes with obsessive-compulsive
disorder.

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com


Jon Baxter Dies

PAGE 3 August 2020

deadline:

Nice to have you with us, new
members Sarah and Chris Schrishuhn
   Chris and I (Sarah) are
lifelong Decatur area
residents, and both of our
families live in the area.

   We had traditional
religious upbringings, but
as we’ve “matured” (nice
way of saying “getting
old”), we’ve felt that the
traditional church values
were not in alignment with
our personal beliefs. The
status of our country over
the last year has placed a
spotlight on this imbalance.

   I began researching
UUFD many months prior
to our attending our first
service. Our first service

was full of friendly faces,
genuine curiosity and a
message of peace and love.
We loved the coffee, tea
and conversation! We look
forward to attending
service and have been
welcomed onto committees
already!

   Chris works for FirsTech
Inc. as a shipping and
inventory clerk, and I work
at Town and Country
Bank as a commercial loan
assistant.

   When not at work, you
can find us playing with our
two “fur babies”:

Barret (7-year-old beagle
mix) and Baxter (6-year-
old shepherd mix), working
in our flower gardens,
pretending to be Top Chef
in our kitchen, traveling or
spending time with our
families, which include five
nieces and five nephews.
   (Sarah and Chris joined
UUFD on June 8).

Getting on Board: Setting up for 2020-21
   At its July 8 meeting the
UUFD Board:

n agreed there should be a slide
added to any online services with
information on how to
donate/contribute online.

n heard that the COVID has shut
down progress by Green Sanctuary
Committee. That group will need to
reorganize going forward.

n learned that Friday Happy Hour,
Ladies Lunch, and Men’s Lunch are
all continuing via Zoom.

n agreed that a Board retreat via
Zoom will be held  Aug. 22

n approved of a Transition
Team to be assembled to work
with Rev. Karen through these
next two years. The team will
help introduce Karen to UUFD
and the community and act as
a sounding board during her
time with us. Sara Cothern,
Sam Yeagle and Dick Zaker
have agreed to serve on this
team.

n decided to hold monthly
meetings on the second
Saturday of the month at
10:30 a.m. via Zoom. The next
meeting will be Aug. 8.

Rita Schwake –
Aug. 16

Jack Sekosky –
Aug. 17

Vern
Thistlethwaite –

Aug. 21

Caden Coates –
Aug. 30

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com


4

PAGE 4 August 2020

   Welcome back to a brand new season
of Religious Education at UUFD. We plan
to continue with virtual learning

throughout the fall and
winter.

   We are now incorporating
Zoom into our class by
creating social events,
lessons and even Sunday
worship. I'm eager to hear
from our RE families about

what type of online learning works best.

   I will be reaching out to registered
families to create the best fit for each
student. Please contact me if you would

like your child to
join in on the
fun! I will be in
touch with
learning options
and events. I

just need your email.

   Our Facebook group is called UUFD
Families. You do not need to be a
member of UUFD to participate. These
classes are open to everyone interested
in UU Religious Education. Invite your
friends!

   Let's build our community together.
See you soon!

Focusing on RE: Let’s Zoom into August fun

Lisa Coates

To request a ballot for the
November elections, go to
Illinoisvotes2020.com

g g g

   If, by chance, you haven’t filled
out your census form, visit
www.census.gov.
   You know the general benefits to
Decatur, surrounding towns and
Illinois from an accurate count of
the people.

   Meanwhile, upon visiting the
census site, we came upon these
estimates of the American and
world populations: U.S.-
330,003,650; world –
7,666,313,689

Notes

   So excited to be starting a new church
year and to be discovering new ways of
strengthening our
community!
   These are strange times
indeed — it’s Day 133 of my
own lockdown, but who’s
counting — and I feel acutely
how we are all called to
being together in mutual
support and action.
   We’ve always known that UUFD is so
much more than the building, and now I
know that we will find new ways of
proving that to each other.
   As we work together, don’t forget the
practical necessities, too! Your gifts of
time, talent and treasure mean more to
our community than ever before, and I,
for one, am so very grateful for all that
you each contribute.

Amy Stockwell

Remember ways to help
out, despite lockdown

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Web site: uufd.org
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Keeping in contact
Consider using some down time to call or
send a note to some of our people:

Mary Jo Comerford, 37 Maple Ct.,
Decatur, IL 62526
Mary Cleave, Rm. 103, Primrose
Retirement, 1145 W. Arbor Dr., Decatur,
IL 62526
Irma Cushing, 765 Christopher Dr.,
Forsyth, IL 63525, 207-242-0769,
gm.eun17@gmail.com
Carolynn Devore, 250 N. Woodlawn
Ave., Decatur, 62522
Marge Evans, 5584 Traughber Rd.,
Decatur 62521

Bobbie and Willa
Hartman, 1244 E.
Whitmer St., Decatur,
358-2347
62521 bobbiehartman3@
gmail.com
John Hays, Heritage

Health, 1225 Woodland Dr., Mount Zion,
62549
Deonne Orvis, 1100 Fairview Ave., Apt.
220, Parkway Apts., Pana, 62557
John Regan, Hickory Point Christian
Village Room 204, 565 W. Marion Ave.,
Forsyth 62535
Rita Schwake, Primrose Retirement,
Room 119, 1145 W. Arbor Drive, Decatur,
62526, 791-6605
Darwin Shroyer, 25 Forest Knolls Estate,
Decatur, 62521, 429-7776, 433-3855

AUGUST

Board-
10:30

Activities on Zoom
unless otherwise
indicated

Men’s
lunch-
11:30

     ‘Stories
We Tell’-
Madrone

‘     ‘What’s
in Tool Kit’ -
Madrone

    ‘Mindfulness
& Meditation’-
Brunner

   ‘Not
What I
Wanted-
Madrone

        Happy
Hour - 5:30

        Happy
Hour - 5:30

        Happy
Hour - 5:30

        Happy
Hour - 5:30

       Ladies
Lunch -
noon

       Ladies
Lunch -
noon

     Book
Group -
8 p.m.

  ‘Circles’-
Palmer;
 reception-2

National
mountain
climbing day

       National
Watermelon
Day

Hiroshima
Day

International
Youth Day

International
Lefthanders
Day

Women’s
Equality Day

Phone a
friend today

Remember
your mask

Decatur
schools
virtual first
day
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