
Jan. 5: “What Saves Us?” with Rev. Larry
Hutchison

   Exploring the possibilities of
social hope. We are not
merely a collection of
standing alone, grievances.
We are builders of bridges,
thoroughfares of social hope,
a solidarity of purpose and

possibility, always, already reviving social
hope.

Jan. 12: "Nostalgia, Lament, and Hope:
Five Decades of Decatur" with Fred
Spannaus

   Fred started his life in
Decatur as a young community
organizer, working with
residents of the Torrence Park
urban renewal area. In the 50
years since, he has had a
complex love affair with our
city. He will share his observations with us.

 Fred is an independent consultant who
specializes in homelessness, human rights
and human resources. Kathy Sorensen is
service leader.

Jan. 19: “Can I Be a UU and Still Love
Mary Kay?” with Leanne Mull

   We humans are
complicated creatures!
Embracing our differences,
and our passions, is one of
the ways we can make a
difference in the world. Dick
Zaker is service leader.

Jan. 26: “The Green New Deal” with
Rev. Larry Hutchison

   A discussion in relation to our 2020
environmental film series. I'm sure
industrial hemp will be mentioned, also.
Perhaps, a bold new proposal for the city?
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Jon Baxter Dies

Choir practice – 9:30 a.m., before
service each Sunday
Greater Decatur Humanists – 6:30
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 8, UUFD; topic:
legalized marijuana
UUFD Board – noon Sunday, Jan. 12.
UU Men’s Lunch – 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15, Mi Pueblito

Decatur Veg Society – 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 15
UU Women’s Lunch – 11:30 a.m.,
Wednesday, Jan. 22, Beach House

Soul Support – 7 p.m., Thursday, Jan. 23

No Women’s Book Group in January

Imagine moving into a foreign country in which you don’t know
anyone and you don’t speak their language. Also imagine you’re
always looking over your shoulder because you’re not living there
“legally” and one false move could land you in trouble. That’s just
how Jennifer Carrillo explained her younger years to the RE kids
during the Dec. 15 service. She and her family moved from Mexico
into Bloomington.

 Please keep these people in your
thoughts:
John Regan, Hickory Point Christian
Village, Room 204.
Mary Cleave, Primrose Retirement
Community, Room 103.
John Hays, Heritage Health, 1225
Woodland Dr., Mount Zion, 62549.

Getting personal

To be noted
Thanks to everyone who bought the 20

new hymnals for the Fellowship. You can
check inside the front covers to see to
whom the books were dedicated.

# # #
 UUFD men “stepped up to the plate” to

keep the luncheon tradition alive in
December. Let’s do it again this month!

   As new members and friends join us
all the time, it is important we know how
to recognize and address each other in
line with our identities. To do so, a
member has purchased pronoun stickers
that can be added to our name tags.
They are on the name tag  board, and
everyone is encouraged to participate!

Jen McMillin  - 7th
Jay Zaker - 8th
Ada Elder - 15th
Mark Sorensen - 20th
Caius Pajer - 21st
Hadrian Pajer - 21st
Amy Hawkins - 27th
Amy Stockwell - 22nd
Mary Cleave  – 31st

Some strings attached
   A Jam Session will be starting at UUFD
Monday, Jan. 6 at 7 p.m.!
   Our concentration will be on strings but
we welcome any instruments: horns,
drums, washboards, accordions, etc. This
is for fun, and any level of experience is
welcome! Call Nancy Hutchison, 352-949-
3308 for more information.
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   This is a full-throated,
heartfelt, “open up the
carburetor” kind of THANK
YOU! to the wonderful
people you all are!!

   As I was saying the other
day, a person my age
should not be having this
much fun.

   And yes, to the best staff
ever: Lisa & Michael, for
your ever-caring, thought-
ful energy; your positive,
willing, “yes we can, of
course I will” attitudes;
your larger-than-life
talents and willingness to
share make my job a joy.
You are the best ever, and

that covers a lot of years
for me.
   Oh yes, Jay, Lacey,
Becca & Athena, we love
you and all you do to keep

us going. Thank you!
Thank you!!

Peace and love,
         Larry

You, me and a BIG THANK-YOU!!!
Rev. Larry Hutchison

lghutch@yahoo.com or
minister@uufd.org

352-949-1601

Office hours
Tues. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Wed. 6 - 9 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Call first or drop
 in if you see my car.

 Or call to set up a

time to meet or email,
 text or Facebook

 message.

Always happy to hear
from you.

Coming attractions: 366 days of hope
   2020: May joy and contentment come
calling to you and those dear to you.
   Well, why not just say “Happy New
Year”, and be done with it? Because UUs
choose not to ignore the
darkness in the world around us.
   Assuredly, new misdeeds, mal-
adies and shameful acts occur on
a daily basis. We see a slice of
them during Joys and Concerns
(called “Sorrows” in some
churches) each week. These woes heap
atop the troubles we already bear, each
day we arise.
   The path forward, then, is to make this
new set of days meaningful. In that
spirit, the UUFD News wishes you:
n A Healthy New Year. That’d be a
HUGE blessing for many of us.

n A Committed New Year. Focus on a
personal goal and a way to make the
world better.
n A Funny New Year. Seek out that

which delights you, so as to leaven
the serious.
n A Curious New Year. Take that
brave step to explore that new
interest or skill.
n Above all, an Outreaching New
Year, in which you strive to

understand the feelings of others and try
to help them
   By the time late December 2020 rolls
around, we won’t have stopped lighting
candles of concern on Sundays, but we
should see them outnumbered by
candles of joy.

Ada Elder - 15th
Mark Sorensen - 20th

Hadrian Pajer - 21st

Amy Stockwell - 22nd
Mary Cleave  – 31st



  Happy New Year! Thank
you all for such a
wonderful 2019 in RE!

   Our last
intergenera-
tional service
of the year
was so much
fun! The mus-
ic, readings,
cookies and
games made
for a spectacular evening.

   As we enter our new
year, our focus will be on
our UU principles. Each
week, we will focus on

what it means to be a
Unitarian Universalist.

   I was recently gifted
extensive UU curriculum
and materials from the
Bloomington/Normal
fellowship. I'm so excited
to dig into it with our
youth. Since our program
now spans multiple ages, I
have opportunity to use
materials for middle and
high school level.

   One area I would like to
see continue to grow is our
mentoring program. If you
have time to join us, we

would love to hear from
you.

   I'm looking for adults to
share what brought them
to our fellowship. What is a
humanist? Tell us about
your faith! Why is social
justice important? What is
a green sanctuary?
Vegetarian, plant based,
soul support?

   We have such a diverse
group a organizations in
our fellowship. I would like
for our RE students to
become familiar with each
of them. Let me know if
you have time!
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Focusing on RE: What Unitarian Universalism means

Lisa Coates

Humanist Group gives democracy a long, careful look
 On Dec. 4, the Greater

Decatur Humanists
discussed what democracy
means today. Jim Palmer
did great research, citing a
Politico article that
contended that “democracy
is devouring itself… and it
won’t last”.

   It seems that democracy
experienced a surge in the
1990s but began a
regression in about 2005.

   Why? According to Shawn
Rosenberg, author of the
Politico article, people are
not equipped to run a
democracy. We are
overwhelmed with the
choices in such a complex
situation.

   Rosenberg said it doesn’t
help that we only listen to
what we like, or what we
want to hear.

   At the
meeting,
Larry
Hutchison
interjected
that today’s
government only
works for the rich and the
corporations.

   It was suggested that
capitalism spurns
democracy, with the end
point of authoritarianism.

   Another thought was that
the decline of democracy

begins with an individual of
good intentions. Once the
populace supports that
individual, the new “leader"
ceases caring about the
population and begins the
autocracy. Indicators
include: 1) rejection of
democratic rule 2)
encouragement of violence
3) curtailment of civil
liberties and 4) denial of
legitimacy of political
opponents.

 For January, the Human-
ists will go to pot. Or at
least the thoughtful dis-
cussion of what will come
with legalized marijuana for
recreation. They will meet
at 6:30 p.m. on Wednes-
day, Jan. 8, at UUFD.
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Getting on Board: Talking Judy,
safety and more time with kids

 Here are
highlights from the
Dec. 8 UUFD Board
meeting:

   The board gave
its grateful thanks
to Judy Thistleth-
waite, who is step-
ping down from the
Hospitality Com-
mittee after ump-
teen years. Barbara
Hannon is taking
over.

   The ad hoc Safety
Committee (Kathy
Vaught, Tim
McMillin, Lorelei
Zaker, Chris Yeagle,
Leanne Mull and
Lisa Coates) is
studying our
security situation.

   During intergen-
erational services,
we’re looking into a
longer snack time,
to give a better
chance to mingle
with our RE kids.

What a warm glow was generated at Dec. 22 Christmas service at UUFD

It was  impossible to miss the feelings of joy and celebration at the holiday
service. The Sanctuary was alive with song and tradition. Our youth set the tone
with a reading of the Christmas Story, and our choirs made special music. A big
thanks to many, including Michael Duling, Leanne Mull and Steve John for
setting the bar high for Christmas services.

Just a note to let all those “Christmas helpers” know that their efforts were
appreciated. Included are Marge Evans, for our just-perfect tree; the “elves”
who put it up and took it down; those in charge of the coat collection for Old
King’s Orchard; and the group that helped organize and deliver Christmas gifts
through the OKO program. The holiday would not have been so rich without
you.

My, Jen’s been busy

 Jen McMillin has
been accepted for the
2020 class of the
Illinois Women’s
Institute for
Leadership Training
Academy. She will be
one of a dozen women

who will complete about six multi-day
training sessions over several months
around Illinois and in our nation’s capital.
Their goal is to improve their leadership
skills, gaining knowledge and confidence
from the academy’s network. Also, Jen
has joined Mark Sorensen as members of
the Rotary Club of Decatur.
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Service-
What Saves

Us?/Hutchison
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Service-
Nostalgia,

Hope/Spannaus;
Board meeting

noon

 Service -
UUs and Mary

Kay?/Mull

Green
New Deal/
Hutchison

Humanists,
6:30 p.m.,
marijuana

   Soul
Support,
7 p.m.

Positively
Plant-Based,

       Women’s
lunch, 11:30
a.m., Beach
House

30

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Web site: uufd.org

Dick Zaker is
Newsletter editor.
February edition

deadline: Jan. 24.

Submit items to
eblast_mgrs@uufd.org by Monday

of each week.

Men  lunch,
11:30 a.m.,
Mi Pueblito;
Veg Society,
6:30 p.m.

Choir -
9:30 a.m.

each
Sunday
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Plant-based group changes told
   Decatur Veg Society and Positively
Plant Based for Life have
merged. The groups formerly met
monthly on separate days at UUFD.
   The Veg Society will continue to
have meetings on the third
Wednesday of each month at 6:30
p.m., with the next meeting on Jan.
15.

Polly Thistlethwaite, Judy and Vern’s
daughter, visited Amy Stockwell
during the exhibit with her artwork at
the National Association of Women
Artists in New York City. Amy’s
honored piece is titled "Patterns of
Entanglement Four".

When the weather
outside is frightful

Cancellation
Policy: When a
service is canceled
due to inclement
weather, an email
will be sent to
those who receive
the weekly eBlasts
by 8 a.m. that
morning. If you
don’t receive the
weekly emails, call
President Lorelei
Zaker, 413-7359,
anytime after 8
a.m. to inquire.


