
Oct. 6: “Others Walked Here Before”
with Rev Larry Hutchison

   We will remember and honor
the Native People who lived on
and knew this land. We will
explore the
their
cultures
and move

from the trail of death to
a trail of courage, one
where values must
prevail over technology.

Oct. 13:
“Following
Our
Journey”
with Sheriff
Tony Brown

   Brown will share his story of success and
setbacks. A 28-year veteran of law
enforcement, Sheriff Brown's unique story
can help us learn more about our community
and ourselves. Jen McMillin is service leader

Oct 20: "Give Children A Voice"
Intergenerational UNICEF & Halloween
celebration with Rev. Larry Hutchison, Lisa
Coates and Michael Duling
   Join in speaking for children when they
can't speak for themselves. A better world

for children starts with you,
through the United Nations
International Children's
Fund. Plus special music!

Oct. 27:
“What’s New
at Macon
Resources?”
with Amy
Bliefnick
    Bliefnick,
MRI president

and CEO, will explain how Decatur’s Macon
Resources impacts the lives of people in
Macon County and Illinois. Although known
for auto license plate manufacturing since
1983, MRI has programs for children and
adults and is just starting its “Meaningful
Meadows” expansion. Mark Sorensen is
service leader.

Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Decatur

3773 N. MacArthur Rd. Decatur, IL 62526 Phone: (217) 875-5442 www.uufd.org

Our services: 10:15 a.m., with religious education and child care

   Saturday, Oct. 26, from 5 to 8 p.m., join us at the Throneburg farm for a
family evening of fun around the campfire. Hot dogs, beverages, s'mores and
table service will be provided. Bring a dish to share.
   Located 5.5 miles east of Assumption, take U.S. 51 south past Moweaqua.
As you approach Assumption, watch for the green sign to Lake Shelbyville and
turn that direction. Continue east through the four-way stop (which is about
five miles east). In the next mile, you'll see a church on the right. Turn right
at the lane on the east side of the Mt. Pleasant church (right next to the four
mail boxes). At the end of the lane, turn left. Our house has red barns. Call
(217) 254-3235 with any questions.

 Fall
UUFD

Party on
the Farm

 www.uufd.org
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Jon Baxter Dies

Greater Decatur Humanists – 6:30
p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 2, UUFD; topic:
climate change.

Positively Plant Based for Life – 7
p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 8, UUFD
UU Men’s Lunch – 1 p.m. Wednesday,
Oct. 9, Coney McKane’s

Women’s Book Group – 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 9, at the home of Nancy
Shoop in rural Argenta. The book is
“House of Broken Angels” by Luis
Urrea. We will meet outside around the
campfire, so bring a lawn chair and a
jacket and a side dish or dessert.  Hot
dogs, buns and fixings will be provided by
Nancy.  Contact Kathysorensen1@
comcast.com for directions and to RSVP.

Soul Support – 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 10,
UUFD

UUFD Board – noon Sunday, Oct. 13

Macon County Progressives – 6:30
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 17, UUFD. Guest will
be congressional candidate Betsy Dirksen
Londrigan.

UU Women’s Lunch – 11:30 a.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 23, Beach House

Please remember those in facilities,
including:

John Regan, Hickory Point Christian
Village, Room 204.
Mary Cleave, Primrose Retirement
Community, Room 103.
John Hays, Heritage Health, 1225
Woodland Dr., Mount Zion, 62549.

   Longtime member Deonne Orvis has
moved to an apartment in Pana. Address
is Parkway Apts. #220, 1100 Fairview
Ave., Pana 62557. Contact Rev. Larry for
more information.

Getting personal

What do
Shakespeare’s
plays from 400
years ago have to
tell us about our
condition today?
Rev. Miley Palmer
returned to share
the analyses made
by author Kenji
Yoshimo in his
book, ‘A Thousand
Times More Fair’ on
Sept. 8. He also set
the record straight
on how he came
upon his first name.

Please share your birthday by  emailing
newsletter@uufd.org

Owen Raleigh – Oct. 4
Grace Raleigh - Oct. 6
Chelso Frescura – Oct.16
Marge Evans – Oct. 28

Our kids took
the stage at the

Peace in the
Park event on
Sept. 22, after
adding to the

peace wall at Old
King’s Orchard.

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org


Jon Baxter Dies

PAGE 3 October  2019

Yesterday was beautiful,
here at UUFD and later in
the Peace Park/gym at Old
King’s Orchard. Yet, today
fall floats in my head
as the sun screams,
otherwise.
Such a cool rain in the
park,
yesterday.

I know the fall smells of
October,
hiding in the green grass,
struggling for change in
the leaves,
making a last stand of
color
in the flower bed.

But Summer lives on
among the dreams of fall.
It was great seeing
everyone yesterday
celebrating International
Peace Day, here and at
OKO.

Let's keep the
collaboration going!!
They said, while leaving in
the rain.
Yes, yes! A community
rainbow, echoed.

A big THANK-YOU to
everyone!!
To be repeated throughout
the year

As we braid the beautiful
colors of fall,
And sing the soft melodies
of falling leaves weaving
our hopes
And blanking with warmth
our dreams to meet the
coming year.

Love,
         Larry

You, me and a peaceful autumn
Rev. Larry Hutchison

lghutch@yahoo.com or
minister@uufd.org

352-949-1601

Office hours
Tues. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Wed. 6 - 9 p.m.
Thurs. 10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Call first or drop
 in if you see my car.

 Or call to set up a

time to meet or email,
 text or Facebook

 message.

Always happy to hear
from you.

Dick Zaker is Newsletter editor.
 The deadline for the November

issue is Oct. 25.
Newsletter@uufd.org

Publish your event or meeting in
the weekly e-Blast – submit items

to eblast_mgrs@uufd.org by Monday of
each week.

Find us on the Internet
Facebook page: UUFD - Unitarian

Universalist Fellowship of Decatur, IL
Web site: uufd.org

No one we
know is a

bigger expert
on vintage

books than
Vern

Thistleth-
waite. Herald

& Review
readers got a

taste of his
expertise with

its coverage
of the Friends
of the Library
book sale on

Labor Day
weekend.

mailto:UUFDNewsletter@ gmail.com
mailto:newsletter@uufd.org


   Woo hoo, Fall is here!
I've been looking forward
to this month for so many

reasons!

   October is
my favorite
time of year!
Mostly
because of
the weather,
but also for

the fun holidays!

   In RE, we are going to
learn about the origins of
Halloween and Diwali. We
will perform a new song on
Oct 20 at our
intergenerational service
and collect money for
UNICEF. Oct. 27 will be our
Diwali celebration. Please

make sure your child
brings a jacket because we
plan to be outside as much
as possible.

   Our RE program is very
lucky to have such
supportive members. In
September, we were gifted
many items of dress-up
clothes, toys and
instruments!

   I'm also happy to share
that two people have
volunteered to speak as
mentors to our youth
group about their personal
history with the fellowship.

   If you would like to
donate supplies or your
time, please let me know.
We would love to hear
from you!

   Current items needed:
Multicolored construction
paper

Contact paper

Masking tape

Liquid glue
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RE will explore origins of Halloween, Diwali in October

Lisa Coates

The lights of a Diwali celebration.

   Amy Stockwell will have an
art exhibit from Nov. 1 to 30
in the Madden Arts Center in
Decatur. “Patterns of
Entanglement” will include
prints, monoprints and
paintings.
   A reception will be from 5 to
7 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 1.

A ‘close-by’ General Assembly

   Well, how do you feel about
Milwaukee? The UUA’s
international convention will be
held in our neighboring state in
2021.

It’s not your imagination – attendance at
Sunday services is booming. Take this
photo of the Sept. 15 program: There’s
hardly a seat to be had. The parking lot
was full! Christopher Moyer shared a
compelling account of his journey as a
transgender man. Besides the topical
subject matter, however, social networking
and good old word of mouth is sparking
this UUFD renaissance.
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Getting on Board: Church security, discretionary fund needs
   At its Sept. 8 meeting, your Board:

n Heard of need for additional hymnals

n Minister needs donations to discre-
tionary fund

n Many pledgers have pledged ahead,
postponing withdrawing from trust

n Informed of new member ceremony
set for November

n The Fellowship will offer unneeded
items found during a church office
cleanup

n RE is expanding program because of
growth in numbers, ages of children
and will be developing a youth group

n Darwin Shroyer has retired as Build-
ings and Grounds Committee chair-
man after many years of service

n Board will take online class for UU
church boards, one lesson per month

Security workshop highlights need for emergency plan
   Past President Kathy
Vaught represented UUFD
at the recent Houses of
Worship security
conference in Decatur.

   Speakers included
representatives from the
U.S. Department of Justice,
FBI, Macon County Sheriff
Tony Brown and Decatur
police chief Jim Getz.

   Here is Kathy’s summary
of the event:
   “Many different
congregations from all over
Macon County and Decatur
came together to hear what
they could do for the safety
of their congregations.

   The most important thing
is to have a plan. People
have three choices: hide,

run or defend. The best is
to run, but if that’s not
possible, then defend and

hide. It will
be at least
three minutes
for police to
get to a
place. The
congregation

is on its own until then.

   The plan needs to be
developed, and every
member of the
congregation needs to
know it. The plan needs to
be exercised. The Decatur
police and/or Macon County
Sheriff’s Department will do
an assessment of the
premises and evaluate our
plan. They also have a
presentation that can be
shown.

   The plan needs to take
into consideration: the
elderly —are they in
wheelchairs, walkers, on
oxygen? How and who is
responsible for getting
them out. Children – who
will take the babies,
toddlers out? If we hide –
where? and how to
barricade the room.

   Without a plan, someone
has to take charge. People
freeze and panic, and more
get injured. So what do we
need? A plan, a committee
to develop the plan, training
for the congregation
concerning the plan,
evaluation of plan and
continued reassessing as
things change.”
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 ”Following
Our Journey”
Sheriff Brown/
Board meeting

Service:

Macon Resources

Amy Bliefnick

       Service:

”Give Children a

Voice”/ Rev. Larry,

Lisa, Michael

Men’s
lunch,1 p.m.,
Coney McKane’s;
Women’s book
group, 5 p.m.

   Macon Co.
Progressives,
6:30 - Betsy
Londrigan

Positively
Plant-Based,

7 p.m.

      Women’s
lunch, 11:30,
Beach House

Sara Cothern took time out of her Labor Day weekend to guide
our kids through a discussion about the real life ‘Newsies’,
children organizing for fair treatment in the newspaper industry.

Humanists,
6:30 p.m. –

climate change

Let’s bring back the books
   You may have borrowed a
hymnal awhile back for a great
reason. Now, however, it’s on
your shelf while we’re
scrambling to have enough for
our growing audiences at
service. Please return the
hymnals when you can.

PICK A TOPIC   Since you love the
knowledge and feeling of our Sunday
services, you can understand that a good
amount of thought is put into them.
   This is where YOU come in. If you have
an idea for a service topic, please let Joyce
Throneburg or Rev. Larry know. And if
you’re willing to help during the services,
contact one of those two.
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Soul Support,
7 p.m.

         Fall Party

at Throneburgs,

5-8 p.m.



 #DecaturPride is an annual LGBTQ+
celebration of art, culture, history and
education on Saturday, Oct. 5, from 11
a.m. to 11 p.m. In Central Park.

 Games,
food, music
– oh, my!
And UUFD
will staff the
kids
activities.

   Also, at
this year's
Decatur
Pride
celebration,
we don't just
want to limit
our pride to
just

humans! At 2 p.m., you can show off
your animal buddies of any species (at
least the human-friendly ones) and even
have a chance to win a prize!

Timely notes
   First United Methodist Church invites
members of UUFD to donate blood at the
Red Cross blood drive on Saturday, Nov. 2,
from 7 to 11 a.m. They’re hosting the
event at 201 W. North St.

   To make an appointment, contact the
Red Cross at 1-800-448-3543 or online, or
call Carol Drayton at 520-4676. Walk-ins
are also welcome! Each donation can save
up to three lives!

n n n

   Several Fellowship members “have the
music in them”. So the natural thing to do
is harness that into a chorus (or choir, we
never can tell the difference).

   If you like to sing at all, take a leap of
faith and contact Pat Rossiter. Some type
of  performance is being considered for the
holidays.

n n n

   David Snoeyenbos will lead a discussion
on climate change at the Oct. 2 Humanist
meeting. David has compiled a 24-page
booklet titled “Climate Change—An
Overview” and will be happy to share it
with you by email or US Mail.  For a copy,
contact him at davesnoey@gmail.com

There WILL be rainbows
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   Former UUFD member Chester "Chet" Strohecker. 92, passed away
Sunday in his Arthur home after a long illness. Surviving are his wife
of 69 years, Virginia ("Gin"), his four daughters, grandchildren and
many friends. Chet and Gin joined the Urbana church 25 years ago
and made beautiful blankets for new babies born at the church. His
strong, generous and resilient spirit will be remembered. A Memorial
Service will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, Oct. 12, in the Sanctuary
of the Urbana church. A reception in the church’s Fellowship Hall will
follow the service. Cards in memory of Chet may be sent to: Virginia
Strohecker, 616 W. Parkview Dr., Arthur, IL 61911.

Former
UUFD

member
Chet

Strohecker
passes away

SOUL SUPPORT new dates: Oct. 10, Nov. 14,
Dec. 12 and the second Thursday of the
following months.


