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May 4 —‘The Truth Within Community” with Rev. John Biedler

Central to our ministry at UUFD is that here werpate a 'free and responsible search for
truth and meaning' to all who come through our doBut what does it mean to be ‘free’ to
search for truth and meaning and yet to be ‘resptasabout it? As the hinge that holds our
other principles together, it is here that indivaism and interdependence meet; it is here that
solitude and community are balanced. Herein liegénsion...we are both separate individu-
als of worth and dignity and yet interdependerd inanscendent reality. The privacy of our
own souls found in community with others will edmhhonored (and challenged) in this ser-
mon.

May 11 — "A Celebration of Mothers." with Kathy Sor ensen

A special celebration of our mothers, grandmothershose who were like mothers to us.
Members and friends of the Fellowship will shareittmemories and experiences. Special
music will be provided.

May 18 —*“A Communion of Truth and Flowers”with Rev. John Biedler

What is truth? Is there only “my truth” and “youunth” or is there an overarching truth? We
are combining in this service two propositionshatteach of us is like an individual flower in
our singularity of beauty, contribution and truylet we are an integral part of a bouquet of
beauty and truth greater than any one us. We igeiteto bring a fresh flower with you this
day, adding it to the collective bouquet we wikkate. After the service you'll be invited to
take home a flower, one brought by another. Irsttrenon | will take on the question of “how
do you know if you've found the truth or not?” #ems to be one of the struggles of this hu-
man enterprise, and one I've personally struggled fer a long time. You'll hear what |
think...but | want to hear what you think in the dission to follow the sermon.

May 25 - "Compassion ad Loving Kindness: A 21st Cenry, American

Zen Perspective" Ron ShaferWhat is "Compassion"? Where does it come from?
How are we to act with our fellow human beingshwétl sentient being? Ron

will give a view from a 21st Century, American Zgerspective.

Mark Sorensen

Secretary:
Mary Lovell

Board Members at Large:
Ron Shafer
Dave Snoeyenbos
Denise Renfro

UUFD Trust Board:
Ken Robertson
Vern Thistlethwaite
Dave Snoeyenbos

In this series of lectures and discussions, Rew Biedler will explore the distinctions be-
tween science and religion, and the results ofahg "philosophical Cold War" that has bed
going on for centuries. He will review previousdtéctual attempts to integrate these two
epistemologies, and will demonstrate how sciea@mpatible with those deep features
common to all of the world's major wisdom tradioin pointing the way to a union betweg¢n
truth and meaning, Rev. Biedler’'s aim is to guide audience to what he contends is a mugual
accord between the spiritual, subjective worldadigion and the objective, empirical world pf
modern science. You are invited to sign up on tmenfon the foyer table at the Fellowship.
Lectures 4 & 5 are on tHeunday afternoons of May 4 and 18", from 2 to 4 p.m.You
need not to have attended previous sessions ticipate.

Next Newsletter deadlineMay 15, 2008



Each month we explore a new theological themeeatihitarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur. Thepose of these
themes in sermons, newsletters and the discusaf@rschurch services is to inspire us all to lives of greater meaning, skil
and purpose. Each theme plays a part in the develnpof what we hope will be a well-rounded religgaand spiritual life. Thq
church’s offerings each month are by no meansédinio the themes, since we have guest speakers Bibgvever, these topic|
provide us with a set of common stories and ideastiecome elements of an ongoing community coatiers Our ultimate
goal is to contribute to the shaping of our coustoulture and future by becoming the change welevbke to see in the world.
Through the ten themes listed below we will explitre language and knowledge needed to dialoguepeitiple of different
perspectives on issues of faith, values, ethicsraligion. But be warned: seriously engaging thésenes could transform yoy
life!

The themes for 2007-2008:

September -- Building Community

October -- Knowing your Calling in Life

November-- Gratitude’s Gifts

December -- Peace on Earth

January -- With Grace & Compassion

February -- Spiritual Practices & Prayer

March -- Letting Go

April -- Salvation Re-Defined

May -- Truth , Is it Relative?

June -- The Power of Transformation
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May 4 - Cinco de Maye Day celebrating Mexico’s struggle for independendune Allison
May 11 - Mothers’ Day- Day to give love and thanks to all mothers - JenrSekosky and Linda Shroyer
May 18 - Humanism- encourages people to work towards the happinfesslfoand all - Lorelei Zaker

May 25 - Honor your Ancestors Day Cassandra Meyen

This month's Living Green tips are given with Watemind: Office hours for Rev. Biedler in May ars
each Tuesday evening from 5 — 7 p.m.

1) A really easy way to conserve water in the hastte check for any leaky fau- | | Wednesday mornings of May 14 and 28

cets/running toilets and by not letting the water when you wash the dishes, | |from 10 am. —noon; and each Thursday
brush your teeth or shave. The 20,000 gallons ¢émayear this would save is | | morning of from 10 a.m. —noon,. You

calling (217) 875-5442; or cell phone af

2) Consider consuming less meat and dairy, or ibstite go Vegan! Did you knoy | (217) 972-2184. Rev. Biedler is also
that the amount of water that goes into the feedimjcare of the average cow iq | 2vailable at other times by appointment.
enough to float a destroyer!? To produce only ONEng of meat takes 2,500 g4
lons of water--whereas the amount of water needegidw just one pound of
wheat--25 gallons.

**Another reason to go Vegan...did you know tha tmost common cause of | | G1ass recycle is now available at the
death in the U.S. is Heart Attack? This risk ofttey the average meat/dairy egt| F€llowship in a bin just outside the R.E
ing American man is 50%. But the risk of death Iy average American man whgdoor- Thanks. \We hope this will be

consumes a purely vegetable diet is only 4%. helpful to members who do not have
curbside pick up.




May 2008Calendar

All activities take place at the Fellowship, unless otherwisedo
Visitors are always welcome!

Friday, May 2nd

- 1:00 p.m.—UU Men’s Group - Tuscany restaurant
Sunday, May 4th

- Noon — Drumming Circle
Monday, May 5th

-+ 7:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.—Social Action Covenant Group
Tuesday, May 6th

- 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. — Youth Community Group

- 7:00 p.m. — Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group

- 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.—Christian Practices Covenant Group
Wednesday, May 7th

- 10:00 a.m. to noon—Wednesday Morning Covenant Group
Thursday, May 8th

- 7:00 p.m.—UUFD Buddhists Group
Friday, May 9th

- 1:00 p.m.—UU Men'’s Group - Tuscany restaurant
Sunday, May 11th

- Food Pantry Donations Accepted
Tuesday, May 13th

- 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. — Youth Community Group

- 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. -decREADQgrp
Friday, May 16th

- 1:.00 p.m.—UU Men’s Group - Tuscany restaurant
Monday, May 19th

- 7:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.—Social Action Covenant Group
Tuesday, May 20th

- 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. — Youth Community Group

- 7:00 p.m. — Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group

- 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.—Christian Practices Covenant Group
Wednesday, May 21st

- 10:00 a.m. to noon—Wednesday Morning Covenant Group

- 6:00 p.m.—UUFD Women's Book Group at Sally Van Nattaisiég
Thursday, May 22nd

- 7:00 p.m.—UUFD Buddhists Group
Friday, May 23rd

- 1:00 p.m.—UU Men’s Group - Tuscany restaurant
Tuesday, May 27th

- 5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. — Youth Community Group

- 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. -decREADQgrp

of Events

Group discussion topics:

Christian Practices Covenant Group—Please
join us for discussions on the life and teach-
ings of Jesus and the possibilities of the
Christian faith for everyday living. Guests
always welcome.

decREADgrp—Spiritual Book Club—the
"READ" portion of the title stand for
READING EXPLORATIONS AND DIS-
CUSSION. Open to the public

Drumming Circle—at Noon after the morning
service at UUFD. If the weather is good
we'll again take our drums outside to help
energize the Earth for Spring! This is an
event for all ages!! Questions: June Allison
#423-1813

Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group—The dis-
cussion group seeks to explore the teachings
and spiritual philosophy of Eckhart Tolle, a
contemporary mystic, through discussions,
audio-visual presentations, and silent medi-
tations. Presently we are viewing and dis-
cussing a spiritual retreat with Eckhart Tolle
filmed in Costa Rica a few years ago. This
event was attended by Marcelo Lepe-
ley. Open to the public. Contact Mel
Weinstein (763-0509) for additional infor-
mation.

Social Action Covenant Group— meets the
first and third Mondays of the month, April
7 and 23, from 7:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. at the
Fellowship. We lead the congregation in
social and political issues important to the
citizens of Decatur, the state of lllinois and
the nation. Some of the ideas this Covenant
Group is working towards are 1.) helping
adults improve their reading skills through
Project READ 2.) Share a Magazine Sun-
daywhere we all bring our past magazines
to church, place them on long tables to sell
for 50 cents each, and support worthy or-
ganizations in our community; 3Ganned
Food Sundayfor organizations such as the
N.E. Community Fund, the Good Samaritan
Inn, etc. that feed the hungry in our commu-
nity.

Wednesday Morning Covenant Group—
Please join us as we discuss the bGok-
structing a Life Philosophlgy David L.
Bender. Guests welcome.

Women’s Book Group— Sally Van Natta’'s
home at 2 Lake Grove Club Road. Bring a
dish to share and consider car-pooling due
to limited parking space. The book is Alice
in Wonderland by Lewis Carroll.




Some of the most valuable tools for living avaitats us are the Principles of the Unitarian Uniakss Association
— if we read them in such a way as to reveal anghasize the "principle behind the Principles." Metihat in the
center of the seven principles is that of a “fred eesponsible search for truth and meaning.”
This not only affirms the search for meaning agregio the human experience, but also declardshleavery mean-
ing we search for, the meaning of human existetse#,iis to be found in that we are at once sdépangividuals,
each with worth and dignity, and at the same timerdependent parts of an indivisible whole.
Yet a 'free and responsible’ search for truth aadmmg does not mean a purely individual searataulme none of us
is a purely individual being. But rather it is imbatly something we carry out both in the privaépor own souls
and in community with others. Principle number féaguses itself on that point where individualisnd anterde-
pendence conjoin.
But perhaps the most important word in this priteip "responsible.” Without it, we would be freeltelieve what-
ever we want to believe. Instead, we are requivdzbtieve what a “free and responsible searchriibh tand mean-
ing” leads us to believe. This is a much highend&ad in my opinion.
As you think about your own lifelong search forttrand meaning, | invite you to contemplate somtheffollowing
guestions:
- What role have the Unitarian Universalist Principéad Purposes played in your own search for tmthmean-
ing?
What beliefs from your past have you given up? Weey damaging beliefs, or comforting beliefs? Wby
easy to give up or hard to give up? What led yogite up those beliefs?
Can you name any beliefs you wish you had, but aloring yourself to? Why would you like to belietreem?
What prevents you?
Are there beliefs that others hold that you woikkd to embrace? Are there beliefs held by othexspecially
other Unitarian Universalists —that you think aeendging or foolish? Why? How does this affect yblow can
you listen to them speak their truths, and heart wba might learn, if you believe they are damagindoolish?
The search for truth and meaning may be carriednoaty number of ways, including scientific inguian aca-
demic study of the words of prophetic women and,raestudy of scriptures, discussion with otherpegiences
with nature, experiences in worship, meditatioothier ways of seeking transcendent experienceselsmurces
for our inspiration are listed in the Living Tradit part of our Principles and Purposes, Whictheke avenues
have you included in your own search? Are ther@a®s for this search that you would like to purdug,have
not? If there are, what is holding you back?
Having looked at the dynamic tension between inldiglism and interdependence, have you had anymew i
sights into the role that the Unitarian Univergaiiginciples and Purposes play in your own life?
So what would you sayg the "principle behind the Principles?" Could itthat Unitarian Universalisis a way
of being religiougather than an embracing of specific religious does?
For me, religion is an ongoing search for meanmgpose, value, and spiritual depth in our livesr OU creed is
not doctrinal, but moral: to love your neighbor,nwéor a better world, and search for truth resjlagswith an open
mind. And thus we come together in community topgupeach other as we explore our own truths.
Thank you for including us on your personal journéie are honored.
In your service, John
p.s. I'd love to hear your responses to the abaestipns.

i

As in our Sunday services, we are now offerind@y$ and Concerns” section in our newsletter. Uf yo
know someone that is having a joy or concern, andladvlike to notice them in the newsletter, simply
send an email to Tammy Bledsaw at t.bledsaw@hotroail with “Joys and Concerns” in the subject li
with the person’s name in the body of the emaih&dinformation will not be published due to thé pr
vacy laws.

Thank you.
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It is once again time for the annual meeting amdctianging of the guard. May 4, 2008, | will b&wening the annug
meeting of the congregation for the purpose oftelgmew officers, approving a budget for the cagriiiscal year and hearing|a
report about the status of the trust from one eftthstees. This is one of the best opportunitiesctively take part in the gov-
ernance of the Fellowship and | hope you will do so

The Secretary will read the minutes from the laseting seeking approval or amendment by the coatjoeg The
Nominating Committee will present a slate of caatkd who have agreed to accept the positionsdfed, of Vice President,
Treasurer, Secretary, and Board Member at Largthéocongregation’s consideration. Members witkvio elect individuals
to serve for the next year.

Effective committee chairs and committee membezstae backbone of getting work done on behalf effallowship.
It cannot be done without them. They will be apped by the incoming President, Julie Pajer, tdarbsgrving at the same tinfe
as the new officers. | hope you all consideredmetmg the time and talent section of the pledgenfbefore you submitted it
and if not, perhaps you could consider it nowis ttever too late to get involved. One of the besgs to feel more kinship with
other fellowship supporters is to be on a committda organization with only one % staff person wéidime is filled with min-
isterial work can only function if someone replabesned out bulbs, takes out the trash, updategubst book, replaces the
wicks for the pulpit, orders the coffee, plans divners, teaches R.E. for a Sunday and on and on.

| want to thank the members of the Board, JohnthedCommittee Chairs and
Committee Members for making my term of office swarding and productive. These people work verd loaryour behalf.

When | was asked about the possibility of beingeMresident and entering into the four year suamess offices, |
thought there surely was someone more capabld tlvha should be asked but what overrode that ematias the thought tha
| could be of service to the Fellowship. This isese | belong and | want it to continue for my dateg and grandchildren and
everyone else who is seeking a liberal religioyseeience. In closing, | want to say | appreciatenemore now what so many
people do to keep this ship afloat and steerirgypositive direction. You cannot imagine how miiek learned. | hope you
will share your wisdom and support with Julie as yave with me.

—

Respectfully,
Linda Shroyer

$

May 18- Rummage sale committee meeting, 12:10drbtvard room , or any available space. All aretéuvi

As many of you know the rummage sale is a majoreyienaker for the Fellowship and | am looking fordiéom another record
breaking sale ,none of which is possible withoutrygenerous support and donations . A wonderful wajeclutter your homg
and garage and recycle or repurpose those itemagtanger use.

Please make sure the donated items are cleargffstains, tears and are wearable.

Small appliances should be clean and be in goodtimgorder.

We cannot accept the following items:
Computer monitors

Computers

Personal items such as cosmetics

June 22- Sale set-up-Your assistance is need toppeitairs

Put items not for sale away

Put up tables

Get items down from the attic

June 28 -This years annual rummage sale 8am-2pm

June 29-No service ,instead we will clean-up dalm$, clean the Fellowship and replace chairs etc.

In mid May there will be a sign up sheet in thedpfor helping set-up the week of the sale and imgrkhe day of the sale.
In addition to your wonderful donations we needage space to house some items until the slaeultgn assist in the matteyr
please let Vern or | know.

As always either give Vern Thistlewaite 429-5923nyself (Denise) a call at 794-2300 for any iteroa yeed picked up.
Thank you
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In a nurturing environment of openness, mutugl

respect, and friendship, the Unitarian Univer-
salist Fellowship of Decatur is a welcoming,
diverse congregation. We share values and s{
to celebrate life and support one another in o
inward and outward searches for spiritual
meaning, provide a liberal religious presence,
and strive for compassion and justice in our
community and our world.

Julie Pajer—May 19th
Terry Hogg—May 28th

For Contact

Name Tags Kathy Kline

Address Changes Carolynn DeVore
Newsletter submissions Tammy Bledsaw

Website suggestions June Allison

At

(217) 875-5442
ebdevore@insigtubb.
t.bledsaw@aibttam or (217) 855-0736
JuneChelso@sprithgrom or (217) 423-1813
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