
May 6—”That Transcendent Experience” with Rev. John Biedler 
 
How open are you to that experience of the Transcendent? It calls for the inten-
tional creation of sacred time, sacred quietness. It also calls us to overcome our 
fear of what we will find in the silence and the emptiness. When open to the 
Transcendent, we reconnect with what is truly valuable: the beauty of the world, 
the love of God, the miracle of Being itself. Sabbath time…Transcendent time is 
waiting quietly for us, a haven of calm, a nest of gentleness, a sweet apple on 
the tree of peace. Let us reach up toward it, and taste it for ourselves this day. 
 
May 13— "Cosmotheosis: Awakening to the Cosmic Drama" - Ron Shafer. 
Drawing on material from mathematical cosmology, quantum physics, the new 
evolutionary biology, genetics, spiritual studies, and developmental psychology, 
Ron will take us on a journey from the the Cosmogenesis of the Big Bang to 
BioGenesis to Psychogenesis, to Cosmotheosis. All in forty minutes!  
 
May 20—“We Dedicate Our Children” with Rev. John Biedler 
 
Unitarian Universalists believe that every child brings new life and hope into the 
world. We set aside a special time, called simply the Ceremony of Dedication, 
for the community to bless the children among us and to celebrate the blessing 
of these gifts of life. The ceremony we will perform this day does not make the 
life of the child sacred; we believe that life is sacred inherently. When we dedi-
cate a child we acknowledge the truth that each child's life is sacred and hold 
that truth in the light of our faith. Join us as we dedicate our precious new ones 
at UUFD.  
 
May 27—No Service in observance of Memorial Day 
 
June 3rd—Movin’ On Up a Little Higher: From Mahalia  to Mariah 
The history of gospel music by Dr. Patricia Williams-Lessane, Wilbur Wright 
College  
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 Website:  
www.uufd.org 

Webmaster@uufd.org 
 

Minister:  
 Rev. John Biedler 

Church Office: (217) 875-5442 
 Home Phone: (217) 963-2490 
Other Phone: (217) 423-7349 

Cell: (217) 972-2184 
jbiedler@uufd.org 

Office Hours: 
Monday: 5:00 - 7:00 PM 

(except Memorial Day) 
May 9th, 23rd, and 30th from 

10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
 

President: 
Eric Devore 

 

Past President: 
Dick Zaker 

 

President-Elect: 
Linda Shroyer 

 

Vice President: 
Julie Pajer 

 

Treasurer: 
Mark Sorensen 

 

Secretary: 
June Allison 

 

Board Members at Large: 
Denise Renfro  

Mary Lovell  
Chelso Frescura 

 

UUFD Trust Board: 
Ken Robertson 

Vern Thistlethwaite  
Dave Snoeyenbos 

 

Next Newsletter deadline:  
May 15, 2007 

3773 N. MacArthur Rd. 
Decatur, IL 62526 

Phone: (217) 875-5442 
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Calendar of Events 
May 2007 

(All activities take place at the Fellowship, unless otherwise noted. Visitors are always welcome!) 
 

Tuesday, May 1st 
· 10:00 a.m. to noon—Tuesday Morning Covenant Group 

Wednesday, May 2nd 
· 3:00 p.m.—The Central Illinois Humanities Council Regional Planning 

Group  
Friday May 4th 

· 1:00 p.m.—”We’re only UU Men”, Men’s lunch group. Tuscany restaurant 
Monday, May 7th 

· 7:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.— Social Action Covenant Group  
Tuesday, May 8th  

· 7:00 p.m.—Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group 
Wednesday, May 9th 

· 6:00 p.m.—Women’s Book Group. Kathy Kline’s home 
Friday, May 11th  

· 1:00 p.m.—”We’re only UU Men”, Men’s lunch group. Tuscany restaurant 
Tuesday, May 15th 

· 10:00 a.m. to noon—Tuesday Morning Covenant Group 
Friday, May 18th  

· 1:00 p.m.—”We’re only UU Men”, Men’s lunch group. Tuscany restaurant 
Monday, May 21st 

· 7:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.— Social Action Covenant Group  
Tuesday, May 22nd  

· 7:00 p.m.—Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group 
Friday, May 25th  

· 1:00 p.m.—”We’re only UU Men”, Men’s lunch group. Tuscany restaurant 

Group discussion topics: 
Social Action Covenant Group— guest speakers on social and political issues important to Decatur, Illi-

nois and the nation. This Covenant Group works with the Central Illinois Organizing Project which con-
nects UU and other congregations to social issues of concern throughout central Illinois  

Tuesday Morning Covenant Group—as we discuss the book Infinity In Your Hand by William Houff. 
Visitors are welcome to drop in any time  

Women’s Book Group— The book is The Year of Magical Thinking by Joan Didion. Hostess is Kathy 
Kline. Please join us for discussion and a potluck by RSVP at 428-1807. 

Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group—This group seeks to explore the teachings and spiritual philosophy of 
Eckhart Tolle, a contemporary mystic, through discussions, audio-visual presentations, and silent medi-
tations.  Contact Mel Weinstein at 763-0509 for additional information. 

Buddhist Group—will not be meeting in May 



To Miss the Transcendent Mo-
ment 
 
How often does the holy break 
into your world? 
Like me, you may feel a sense of 
awe, wonder and inspiration 
whenever you’re directly experi-
encing nature’s beauty and maj-
esty, whether peering deeply into 
a tulip’s flower’s radiance, or 
burying your face in trees of ap-
ple and cherry blossoms, or sim-
ply sitting quietly in your own 
back yard taking silently in all 
you hear, see and feel. 
 
I’d like to ask you, how well do 
you resonate with the idea of 
holiness in the ordinary?  Do 
you consider feelings of awe and 
wonder and inspiration when in 
nature to be holy and sacred? 
 
I should pause here to de-
fine my terms. Given the 
inadequacies of language, 
opportunities for misun-
derstandings are abundant, 
particularly in a tradition 
with such wide-ranging theolo-
gies as our own. When I speak 
of the holy breaking into our 
world, I do not refer to science-
defying events brought about 
through the actions of a super-
natural being, or magical words 
causing breaks in natural laws. 
Rather I mean the breathtaking 
wonders inherent in our world, 
revealed sometimes through the 
unfolding of science, sometimes 
through beautiful patterns of na-
ture, sometimes, often, if only 
we had eyes to see, through hu-

man acts of kindness and gener-
osity and love that go on all 
around us. 
 
I invite you to take some time 
this spring to see if you might 
deepen the sacredness of your 
experience of Nature. When 
freed from archaic notions of 
God and the Holy Spirit, I 
believe we can find our lives 
imbued with a spirit that is 
holy, with a divinity that is 
non-dogmatic, in ways that 
can fill our lives with passion 
and meaning and joy unlike in 
any other way. 
 
I often walk through the back 
acres of our property out here 
along the Sangamon either by 
myself or with my wife Gwen. 
We simply take it all in – and in 
that taking in, there comes, often 

ever so softly, that direct 
experience of the Tran-
scendent I often long for. 
It is for me finding the 
holy in the ordinary. And 
these moments are unfor-

gettable to me. 
 
As part of my exploration this 
month of the Transcendent, I 
invite you to take walks in na-
ture, alone. Spend time in quiet 
awareness with the sounds and 
sensations of Nature all around 
you; hear the many bird calls in 
their unique soliloquies; 
feel/hear the breeze move over 
land and tree; resonate with frog 
and tree, rock and earth. And be 
all alone. 
Then I invite you to walk with 

others out in Nature. But remain 
silent as you walk together 
…merely notice what is. The 
crispness of smells, sounds and 
sensations all about. Interpreting 
none of it. Giving meaning to 
nothing. 
 
Just allow being. Notice all your 

senses becoming alert to 
what’s there. Take it all in. 
And after walking or hiking 
together with others in si-
lence… discuss your experi-

ences with them. 
 
I find this to be profound, 
memorable, lasting in its effect. 
For me, it deepens my sense of 
place in this world and gives 
strength to the bonds that hold 
me close to those on this journey 
of life together. You, like me, 
may find it an experience over 
which you will never get. 
This spring, even if you consider 
yourself an atheist, consider 
whether it is all concepts of God 
that you deny or if it is a particu-
lar concept of God that you were 
taught at some point that you are 
rejecting? Make sure that in re-
jecting a particular concept of 
God you have not inadvertently 
cut yourself off, intellectually or 
emotionally, from exploring the 
myriad of concepts of God that 
are available. See what comes to 
you from being open and recep-
tive to nature as an experience of 
the holy, of the sacred – of God. 
I have, and I am a richer human 
being for it. 
In Faith, 
John  
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It has been my pleasure to serve as your presi-
dent. 
 
Thank You, 
Eric DeVore   
 

Our mission as a congregation is 
to bring compassion and justice to 
our community and our world. 
You’ll find UUFD’s Mission 
Statement on the front cover of 
this newsletter. To make real our 
commitment, members of our con-
gregation help to feed the home-
less at the Good Samaritan Inn 

during the year and we need your help.  
During our first volunteer session at the Good Samari-
tan, our church members and friends helped prepare 
and serve food for 306 people which consisted of 274 
adults and 32 children.�
There are two more dates in 2007 -- May 19th and July 
14th – both are Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Volun-
teers are always needed, so please contact Rev. Biedler 
or one of the other members of the Social Action Cove-
nant Group. You’ll be glad you did. Thank you.  
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A Congregational Meeting will be held immedi-
ately following the May 6, 2007 service at which 
time we will hear a report from a Trustee con-
cerning our trust fund activities for this current 
fiscal year. Our treasurer will be presenting this 
coming year's budget for approval by the congre-
gation and the chairperson for the Nominating 
Committee will disclose the names of those 
who are being nominated for a position on the 
Board of Directors for the upcoming year as 
well. 
  
Your attendance will be greatly appreciated by 
those who have worked very hard in assembling 
the information needed so that each of you 
may become fully informed and thus help to suc-
cessfully shape the future of our Fellowship  

Once again it's that time of year when I begin to 
beat the Rummage Sale drum.  
A sincere thankyou to all that donated and helped with 
the sale in the past . It is through your efforts that this 
major fund-raiser for the fellowship is a success.  
Please keep the following in mind when giving dona-
tions: Small appliances and electronics should be clean 
and in good working order. Clothing and shoes should 
be free of stains, tears , clean and in  wearable condi-
tion . Linens should be clean, free of stains, and  tears . 
Please make sure that items are not broken and com-
plete .( without missing pieces). Items that sell well are 
children's toys and clothing , holiday items , craft items 
, complete sets of dishes , silverware , gardening 
items and decor  , tools and outdoor items. Items that 
do not sell well are computers and computer monitors . 
 For pick up of your donations  or if you have a ques-
tion regarding a donation you can call either Vern This-
tlewaite at 429-5923 or Denise Lohrenz-Renfro at 855-
4457 . Your donations are greatly appreciated. 
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Be sure to tune your radio to 1340 on the am 
dial on Wednesday, May 9, 2007, at 5:30 p.m. to 
hear our minister be interviewed by Rev. Wayne 

Kent of First Christian 
Church in his weekly pro-
gram "Direct Line." At the 
time of printing we do not 
know the topic, but it's 
sure to be interesting. This 
Rev. Biedler's second ap-
pearance on Direct Line.  
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The UU Fellowship of Decatur is embarked on a unique 
program this year with nine themes for each of the 9 
months of our regular church year, September 
through May. The themes are:  
 

Faith – September 
Death – October 
Forgiveness – November 
Hope – December 
Justice/ Racism – January 
Love – February 
Brokenness – March 
Transformation/  
Resurrection – April 
Transcendence -- May 
 

You will find more information on each of these themes 
on the foyer table at the church as well as copies of Rev. 
Biedler’s sermons on cassette tape. You are encouraged 
to put your thoughts into a journal and preserve them 
over time, returning to them as you deepen explore your 
own spiritual path. There will be discussions around 
each theme following Sunday morning services. Enjoy!  
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Man’s Search for Meaning. Victor Frank!. Bea-
con Press. Boston, 1959. 

New & Selected Poems. Mary Oliver. Beacon 
Press. Boston, 1992. 

A Path with Heart. Jack Kornfield. Bantam 
Books. New York, 1993. 

Religion in the Secular City. Harvey Cox. 
Simon & Schuster. New York, 1984. 

Self-Reliance & Other Essays  Ra!ph Waldo 
Emerson. Dover Publications, Inc. New York, 
1993. 

Three Prophets of Religious Liberalism: Chan-
ning-Emerson-Parker Beacon Press. Boston, 
1961. 

Why God Won’t Go Away: Brain Science & the 
Biology of Belief  Andrew Newberg, M.D., 
Eugene D’Aquili, M.D., PhD., and Vince 
Rause. Bal!antine Books, 2001. 

After the Ecstasy, the Laundry. Jack Kornfield. 
Bantam Books. New York, 2000  
American Transcendentalism, 1830-1 860. Paul 
F. Boller, Jr. G. P. Putnam’s Sons. New York, 
1974. 

The Enlightened Heart. Stephen Mitchell. 
Harper Perennial, 1989. 

The Essential Rumi. Translation by Coleman 
Barks with John Moyne. Harper Collins. New 
York, 1995. 

The Force of Spirit. Scott Russell Sanders. Bea-
con Press. Boston, 2000. 

The Gift: Poems by Hafiz, The Great Sufi Mas-
ter. Translation by Daniel Ladinskv. Penguin 
Compass, 1999. 

Learning to Fly. Sam Keen. Broadway Books. 
New York 1999. 

Living Buddha, Living Christ. Thich Nhat 
Hanh. Riverhead Books. New York  
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This six-part lecture series by our minister Rev. John 
Biedler comes from his 27 year study of religion, episte-
mology and Biblical exegetics. John has a Master of Di-
vinity degree from Meadville-Lombard Theological 
School in Chicago and is a former Christian evangelist. 
These lectures are designed for those who seek a deeper 
historical and personal understanding of the Bible narra-
tives. The text book Understanding the Bible by Rev. 
John Buehrens will be our guide through the series with 
extensive handouts.  The remaining lecture is from 1:30 
to 3:30 pm on the Sunday afternoon of May 6th  Even if 
you have missed previous sessions you will find value 
and inspiration, so feel free to attend.  

,����"�
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to a place near you.  A gathering of people who draw 
sustenance and spiritual nurturing from both Unitarian 
Universalism and Christianity, and who want to express 
it and experience it with others.  For more information, 
see last month's UUFD newsletter and/or contact Joan 
Brown 877-0880; joanmerci@aol.com. 
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“Promoting freedom, reason,  
and tolerance in religion” 

Non Profit Org 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Decatur, IL 

Permit No. 59 

In a nurturing environment of openness, mutual respect, and friendship, the Unitarian Universalist Fellow-
ship of Decatur is a welcoming, diverse congregation. We share values and seek to celebrate life and sup-
port one another in our inward and outward searches for spiritual meaning, provide a liberal religious pres-
ence, and strive for compassion and justice in our community and our world. 

For Contact At: 

Name Tags Kathy Kline (217) 875-5442 

Address Changes Carolynn DeVore ebdevore@insightbb.com 

Newsletter submissions Tammy Bledsaw t.bledsaw@hotmail.com or (217) 855-0736 

Website suggestions June Allison JuneChelso@springnet1.com or (217) 423-1813 

Julie Pajer  May-19 

On Transcendence:  
Buddhist discourses (Samyutta Nikaya: 1.10) - “They do not dwell in remorse over the past, nor do they 
brood over the future: they abide in the present: therefore they are radiant.” 

Terry Hogg   May-28 
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