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July 1—"Our Earth-based Spirituality” by Rev. John Biedler Also known
as Earth-centered, this spirituality is nothing reviaddish - it is actually pre-
Christian and very ancient. Unitarian Universalismmes from a multiplicity of
theologies, and this diversity is, in fact, our dioamt identity. We come to-
gether for reasons other than agreement over tipedlige are united in our
commitment to honor and celebrate the diversitipuwwhankind, and provide an
atmosphere in which all seekers and searchersilgmiins can comfortably
explore. I invite you to experience our sixth s@uot our living tradition that
teaches us to live in harmony with the rhythmsattire.

July 8 — 11:00 a.m. An “Old Fashioned Picnic” at UBD. If it rains we will
simply move inside. Bring a dish to share and lalairs. UUFD will provide
the tables and cold drinks for all.

July 15 - "Fundamentalism and Liberal Religion" by Rev. Miley Palmer.
Rev. Palmer is a retired Methodist minister who has spaseveral times at our
Fellowship. In light of the rise of fundamentaligmboth Islam and Christian-
ity, Rev. Palmer will give us a liberal view of igibn.

July 22—"1t's Not Lonely Being Green!” The committee for a Green Sanctu-
ary will share tips and ideas on what it meansytod be “Green” and the path
we hope to take for accreditation of our Unitarismversalist Fellowship as a
“Green Sanctuary”. Input from the congregation Wwél appreciated!

July 29 — “Into the Future and Beyond” UUFD Architect, Jim Alpi will fa-
cilitate a desigrtharrette(a planning technique for consulting with all stak
holders) with the Fellowship to begin envisioniraphour buildings and
grounds will be used or modified in the future. Y@articipation is needed to
define the types of functions, programs, goals,astibities that our facility
should support and enhance so we can identifyntipeavements and modifica-
tions wanted to meet our congregation’s needsdruture. Your ideas matter
so please attend. A potluck will be held followithg program and those who
are able are asked to bring a dish to share.

A second brainstorming session will be held with Kipi on Thursday, August
16 at 7:00 P.M. for those unable to attend in dulwho have more ideas to
share. Look in the August newsletter for posdiiibes of dessert being
served.



Calendar of Events

July 2007

(All activities take place at the Fellowship, udetherwise noted. Visitors are always welcome!)

Tuesday, July 3rd

- 7:00 p.m.—Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group
Friday July 6th

- 1:00 p.m.—UU Men’s Group - Tuscany restaurant
Wednesday, July 11th

- 10:00 a.m. to noon—Wednesday Morning Covenant Group

- 6:00 p.m.—Women’s Book Group. Location TBA
Friday, July 13th

- 1:00 p.m.—UU Men’s Group - Tuscany restaurant
Tuesday, July 17th

- 7:00 p.m.—Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group
Friday, July 20th

- 1:00 p.m.—UU Men’s Group - Tuscany restaurant
Wednesday, July 25th

- 10:00 a.m. to noon—Wednesday Morning Covenant Group
Friday, July 27th

- 1:00 p.m.—UU Men’s Group - Tuscany restaurant

Group discussion topics:

Social Action Covenant Group— The Social Action Covenant Group will be takingarious activities through out the sum-

mer but will not meet again as a group until Sefiem

Wednesday Morning Covenant Group—meets on the first and third Wednesdays from &0 to 12, but since the first Wed.

is July 4", we are moving our Wed. gatherings to July 11 26/ We will continue to read and discuss the boolaltyf In
Your Handby William Houff. Visitors are welcome are welcomary time.

Women'’s Book Group— potluck and discussion of Rise and SHiyeAnna Quindlen. No meeting in August. The book selec

tion for September is The History of Lovey Nicole Krauss. Locations TBA.

Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group—This group seeks to explore the teachings andsaiphilosophy of Eckhart Tolle, a con-

temporary mystic, through discussions, audio-viguasentations, and silent meditations. Presevwdlare viewing and
discussing a spiritual retreat with Eckhart Tollméd in Costa Rica a few year ago. This event atteended by Marcelo
Lepeley Contact Mel Weinstein at 763-0509 for addal information.

Announcements Express Rev. Biedler's Summer Hours

It seems to be working! Please email congregationq July is Rev. Biedler’s study leave during which he does relsear

announcements to meraleman@sbcglobal.net in preparation for the coming year. August is John’s @ffficaca-
need them by 5:00pm on Fridays in order to have| | tion, so he will have no office hours during July and éstgJohr
them ready for the service leader to insert in Sundq has said he will always have his cell phone with him and anyj
order of service. This way, we save time for the sgr

vice, whether it be John or a lay leader, and also h{tate...(217) 972-2184.

a take-home copy. Thanks,

Rosemary Idleman & Committee on MinistryMel

at any time is welcome to give him a call, so please don’t he$
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Having a grandchild seems
to bring out the best in others...or
so | have found. With the birth of
our first grandchild Samuel Rye
Schutz to daughter Kimberly and
son-in-law Brandon in Tulsa, Okla-
homa, many of you have shared
with Gwen and me your own stories
of how much you judbvebeing a
grandparent, how much fun it is,
how you can seemingly spend hours
and hours just watching and playing
with your grandkids. Of course we
all know the old axiom that people
love to play with their grandchil-
dren because when they're done
spoiling them they get to send them
home with their parents, who then
have to contend with the fact the
child is now tired, probably cranky
and oh so very spoiled by grandma
and grandpa.

Nevertheless, | really think
grandparenthood brings out peo-
ple’s best. | know many a grandpar-
ent who looks after the little
one(s) while Mom and Dad
are at work. Two that imme-%
diately come to mind are
Linda and Darwin Shroyer
and Jane Brooks in our con-
gregation. And I'm sure
there are others as well. But Jane
and the Shroyers render an amazing
service to their own children by
taking care of their kids during the
day. Nowthatis bringing out the
best in someone to give of your
time, energy and attention to a baby
or toddler day in and day out.

With our little one so far
away we've not been asked of
course. But Samuel Rye’s other
grandparents are pitching in I am
told.

never-before attention on my part
now that I am one. I'm encouraged
to get books ready, to plan events
that will encourage the child to
grow and stimulate their curiosity.
All of which sounds so fun and ex-
citing to Gwen and me.

One among a number of
things | hope to do with my grand-
son is to take him out in nature,
out along creeks and brooks, _
out to places where he can
build little rock dams and look
for tadpoles and crawdads.
Once upon a time | wrote a
paper in graduate school entitled
“Think Globally, Play Locally.” It
was about what really makes an
impression on children, what ecol-
ogically-minded adults had said
made them the environmentalists

they had become. It wasn't because

they were told of air pollution, or
the degradation of our eco-system
or of global anything, it was that
they were taken out into nature
as a child, often by a grandpar-
ent, and allowed just to explore,
to be inquisitive, to feel, touch,
smell, taste and listen to the
sounds of frogs, crickets, birds,
owls, coyotes and the many
marvelous experiences of simply
playing in the mud and dirt. In the
paper | quoted Walt Whitman and
would like to include an abridged
version for you:
Walt Whit-
man (1819-1892)
from Leaves of Grass

“THERE was a child went
forth every day;
And the first object he

look’d upon that object he became;
And I've also noticed how And that object became
many people who know you're now part of him for the day, or a certain
a grandparent want to tell you about part of the day, or for many years,
theirs...which of course sparks or stretching cycles of years.

The early lilacs became
part of this child,

And grass, and white and
red morning-glories, and white and
red clover, and the song of the
phoebe-bird,

And theThird-month
lambs, and the sow’s pink-faint lit-
ter, and the mare’s foal, and the
., cow's calf,

And the noisy brood of the

-

f \ barn-yard, or by the mire of the

pond-side,

And the fish suspending
themselves so curiously below
there—and the beautiful curious
liquid,

And the water-plants with
their graceful flat heads—all be-
came part of him...

The strata of color'd
clouds, the long bar of maroon-tint,
away solitary by itself—the spread
of purity it lies motionless in,

The horizon’s edge, the
flying sea-crow, the fragrance of
salt marsh and shore mud;

These became part of that
child who went forth every day, and
who now goes, and will always go
forth everyday.”

That's what | plan to do
with my grandson — let him explore,
play in nature, find out about the
fun of it for himself. | want to do
this because | believe like Whitman
it will all become him. Thanks for
listening.

Grandpa John



% "#

! ) H#

By the time you are reading this, Darwin and I,/JBaown and June and Chelso will be back from the
General Assembly of Unitarian Universalist Congteges in Portland, Ore. inspired and ready to talk
about our experiences. | had never been to G.farddéast year when it was so conveniently locabesit.
Louis. The workshops were informative and welhpled. However, the event that stays with me was|
when we gathered for the worship service. Beingramitted UU is, most of the time, for me a private
matter. Sitting in the huge hall with thousandstbier UUs is awesome. It was that feeling of @ssn

with all those individuals across the country ameéther countries who share strong traditions aldes

with us who are working to make the world a beplece that changed my perspective about wheretwsg
in UU movement.

The rummage sale is finished and | want to ackndgéehe hard work of everyone who was involved In

any way; people who donated, hauled, planned,&agoteced, worked at the sale, borrowed the talsiess,
up and took down the tables and cleaned up. Incpéat, a big thank you to Denise Renfro, who chair
this event, and Vern Thistlethwaite, who does nobshe hauling of donated items too large for osher
bring.

We only have two fundraisers per year, the rumnsade in the spring and the Books, Bites and Bo&ds
sale in the Fall. The BB&B is planned for this yea October 13, 2007. Marge Evans is the Chasper
It is not too soon to be dividing house plantshonking of perennials that can be divided and pbttas
you go to garage sales or clean out at your hondese@e a great looking pot, keep in mind that patde
needed.

Finally, I want to highlight the service on July,Z®07 presented by Jim Alpi. He is the archisstécted
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by the Building and Grounds Committee to work withto translate our dreams and needs now and ir the
future into plans for a building and grounds to chat All of us are stakeholders in this endeavlease
come and share your ideas so that whatever wepdesents the best thinking of us all.
Until next time,
Linda Shroyer
Something To Sing About||Cosmotheosis CD’s Make a Difference in Decatur
Miss Han-Yuan Wang, our frequent Available Our mission as a congregation is to bring
Sunday morning pianist has graduatgd Anybody in- |]compassion and justice to our community
from Millikin this year with perform- terested in and our world. You'll find UUFD’s Mis-
ance majors in violin and piano. In getting a CD [|sion Statement on the front cover of th|s
2006 she received the Presser Fourda- fR letter. T K | it
tion prize, the largest single award or~on newsietter. 16 make real our Comml )
granted by the University, and the Shafer's talk [[ment, members of our congregation help
most prestigious honor in the School [on May 13th entitled feed the homeless at t®od Samari-
of Music. Additionally, she also was| | "Cosmotheosis: Awakeninf tan Inn during the year and we need
honored with the Alice Herren Ayarg |t the Cosmic Drama” your help with this last opportunity on
Award for the best piano student. hould tact Mel Saturd Julv 12 Volunt |
Han-Yuan has accepted a full-time S O_U C_On act Ve aluraay, July 14.Volunteers are al-
position in the School of Music teaciy| Weinstein at (217) 763- ways needed, so please contact Rev.
ing violin. 0509 or Biedler or one of the other regular mem-
Fortunately for the mel.weinstein.domehome@bers of the Social Action Covenant
UUFD she will still be 11gmail com. The price is $1f | Group: Darwin or Linda Shroyer, Rita
available to play piano . .
on Sunday Mornings. to cover the nominal cost ¢f Swatke, Deonne Orvis, Brent Vandolal,
ﬁ production. Brian Ater, or Larry Troy. Thank you.




News From The Green Sanctuary Committee

The Committee to apply to become a Green Sanchasyeen meeting and brainstorming. Th
environmental audit has been completed and a dfaft Action Plan has been drawn up which we wo
like to share with all of you, and gain your inpdthe date for this is July 22—hope you can makéfit
not, send your suggestions to Marge Evamsratdec@aol.com

Special thanks to the Committee: Gwen BiedlergJiltison, Mel Weinstein, Darwin Shroyer, D
nise Renfro, Deonne Orvis, Jeanne Robertson, Psiteg Kathy Kline and Rita Schwake.

ACTION PLAN
GREEN SANCTUARY PROGRAM

Twelve activities and projects covering the fourgram elements: WORSHIP & CELEBRATION, RE}

LIGIOUS ED, ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, SUSTAINABLE LIVNG
Two activities involving worship, spiritual practice and/or community celebration

1. A service on Thoreau John Biedler

2. Water Celebration John Biedler
Two religious education programs, one for childrerand one for adults

1. (will seek out UUA resourcedfeepers of the Earth Native American stories & envnental

activities Joseph Bruchac & Michael Caduto
Roots in the Earth: Environmental Values for Cheldr Roxanne L Reddington-Wilde & Rachael St

(a 9 week RE curriculum)

2. Northwest Earth Institute programoluntary Simplicity or Discovering a Sense aidel
Two activities addressing environmental justice isges, at least one of which is a year-long project
involving the entire congregation and collaboratingwith one or more groups in the broader commu-
nity:

1. Team up with CEC (Community Environmental Cal)r&/or Macon Co Solid Waste Mgt &/d
Audubon in a year-long 3R (Reduce-Reuse-Recyctgepor which would involve being a receiver for re
cyclables, (esp hazardous ones such as batteaies) encouraging the congregation to conceive afsw
to use less and recycle more; might include apglyor a grant from Audubon or CEC for recycle bins

2. Sponsor an informational program on our local ldh&ifthe proposed expansion; toxic wag

disposal, recycled material destination (mightuile info on local air quality)
Four activities covering elements of sustainableving, including at least one energy conservation ac
tion:

1. Offer a “Show & Tell” panel-type program fot#J service on ways to promote sustainable
ing (Green Sanctuary Committee)(“It's Easy Being&h”)

2. Contact Bob Croteau (Deonne) for a programsadar panels (&/or wind turbines)

3. Program on livestock production: its effemtisthe environment (Mel & Deonne) might invol
Il Stewardship Alliance

4. Recommend that solar panels on the southammeilass skylights in the RE room be consids
as part of our sanctuary remodeling project
Two additional activities relating to the elementsf our choice

1. Sponsor a program by Howard F. Lyman, LL.E2siRient of Voice for a Viable Future (Mg

2. Create a landscape plan incorporating usatdieplants, a water feature to attract birds ang
plantings to attract butterflies - Might includenaemorial wall or tree; a meditation seat
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In a nurturing environment of openness, mutualeesmnd friendship, the Unitarian Universalisti¢st
ship of Decatur is a welcoming, diverse congregatie share values and seek to celebrate life amd s
port one another in our inward and outward searfirespiritual meaning, provide a liberal religiopies-
ence, and strive for compassion and justice incoormunity and our world.

Hello From an Old Friend

| was recently thinking about my UUFD family anatight that | needed to do a better job of staying i
touch! I've enjoyed reading the newsletters onatbbsite and wanted to drop you a quick line. pénall
is well with you and everyone!

| sent a lengthy update to John in hopes that hddugpdate everyone else, since | no longer hdoed
people's email addresses.

Things are going well in Baltimore! | just gradedtwith a BS in Business Administration and Acceun
ing, and began a staff accountant position at Jbtopkins Health Systesm. I'm probably going tatsta
graduate school and the CPA in the fall. My partBeett, and | own a small house in Baltimore eitd
have greatly enjoyed painting and upgrading thesbayer the past two years.

Well, please pass my "hellos" on to everyone! hdbget back to lllinois nearly as often as | wblike
to, but I will try to stop by for a service nexin | am there.

Blessings,

Jason E. Kamrath

Linda Shroyer July-06 vg ;\"9 Ron Shafer  July-25
John Hays July-21 %_ gij
For Contact At:
Name Tags Kathy Kline (217) 875-5442
Address Changes Carolynn DeVore ebdevore@insigiubb.
Newsletter submissions Tammy Bledsaw t.bledsaw@aibttom or (217) 855-0736
Website suggestions June Allison JuneChelso@spetthgrom or (217) 423-1813
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