
January 7, 2007 “Is There Any Justice in the World?” by Rev. John Biedler 
The symbols contained in statues of Lady of Justice found in our American 
courts of law, holding scales in one hand and a sword in the other, her eyes 
blindfolded, are quite meaningful and revealing. The most noticeable symbol, 
her scales, is carried by her as an indication that balance must be sought for 
there to be justice. Such is often thought of in our American society as the 
weighing of competing claims and evidence. The fact that her eyes are covered 
indicates impartiality and a willingness to be guided by the scales and actual 
weight of the matters, not physical appearances or other irrelevant distractions. 
Today I will roam from Plato, to the Romans, to the Bible in an effort to explore 
the meaning of the word Justice.   
 

January 14th “CeaseFire Decatur” by Ray Batman, Executive Director, 
Dove, Inc.  
Dove, Inc. has a 20 year history of working with neighborhood organizations in 
Decatur. It is the lead agency in the new CeaseFire Program, which will involve 
citizens in an effort to make their neighborhood safe.  Ray will discuss how a 
coalition of almost 20 Decatur agencies came together to bring this program to 
Decatur, the need for the services, and what is being done to make Decatur safer 
for all.  
 

January 21, 2007 “What M.L. King Really Said” by Rev. John Biedler 
When Martin Luther King was assassinated, during all the confusion after the 
police and FBI arrived, one agent informed his superior on a walkie-talkie how 
he had just heard Corretta Scott King say that Martin’s dream would never die. 
There was a pause. Then the agent’s superior instructed him to “find out what 
that dream was.” Today I will explore the nature of Martin Luther King’s 
dream. Much of that dream directly faced the question of how our predomi-
nantly European descent population relates to people of color. I will ask, how 
are we different? And at the same time, how are we one family? Can we engage 
these questions directly, personally and communally? Please stay for a discus-
sion to follow the sermon.  
 

January 28, 2007 "All politics is local, but how does that affect the national 
and international scene.” by Mark Sorensen 
Professor Larry Klugman will review the 2006 elections and discuss how the 
results might impact both immediate and long-term domestic and foreign pol-
icy.  Larry Klugman has taught political science and government classes at 
Richland Community College for over 30 years.  During that time most of his 
students have gotten hands-on experience working in local political campaigns. 
Professor Klugman is a frequent political analyst for local radio and television 
stations. 

��������	
��
����	
���	
�����	���
����	�����	��	�����	���			

�������������	�
������
���
���
��
������������
���� �
�����
����������

 Website:  
www.uufd.org 

Webmaster@uufd.org 
 

Minister:  
 Rev. John Biedler 

Church Office: (217) 875-5442 
 Home Phone: (217) 963-2490 
Other Phone: (217) 423-7349 

Cell: (217) 972-2184 
jbiedler@uufd.org 

Office Hours: 
Monday: 5:00 - 7:00 PM 

Wednesday: 10:00 AM - Noon 
(John will be out of the office 

January 3rd, 17th and 31st) 
 

President: 
Eric Devore 

 

Past President: 
Dick Zaker 

 

President-Elect: 
Linda Shroyer 

 

Vice President: 
Julie Pajer 

 

Treasurer: 
Mark Sorensen 

 

Secretary: 
June Allison 

 

Board Members at Large: 
Denise Renfro  

Mary Lovell  
Chelso Frescura 

 

UUFD Trust Board: 
Ken Robertson 

Vern Thistlethwaite  
Dave Snoeyenbos 

 

Next Newsletter deadline:  
January 15, 2007 

3773 N. MacArthur Rd. 
Decatur, IL 62526 

Phone: (217) 875-5442 
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Calendar of Events 
January 2007 

(All activities take place at the Fellowship, unless otherwise noted. Visitors are always welcome!) 
 

Tuesday, January 2nd 
· 7:00 p.m.—Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group 

Wednesday, January 3rd 
· 10:00 a.m. to noon—Wednesday Covenant Group 
· Noon—Book review at Decatur Public Library (see info below) 

Friday, January 5th  
· 1:00 p.m.—”We’re only UU Men”, Men’s lunch group. Tuscany restaurant 

Monday, January 8th 
· 7:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.— Social Action Covenant Group  

Wednesday, January 10th 
· 6:00 p.m.—Women’s Book Group. Rosemary Idleman’s home 

Thursday, January 11th 
· 7:00 p.m.—UUFD Buddhist Group 

Friday, January 12th  
· 1:00 p.m.—”We’re only UU Men”, Men’s lunch group. Tuscany restaurant 

Tuesday, January 16th  
· 7:00 p.m.—Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group 

Wednesday, January 17th 
· 10:00 a.m. to noon—Wednesday Covenant Group 

Friday, January 19th  
· 1:00 p.m.—”We’re only UU Men”, Men’s lunch group. Tuscany restaurant 

Monday, January 22nd 
· 7:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m.— Social Action Covenant Group  

Thursday, January 25th 
· 7:00 p.m.—UUFD Buddhist Group 

Friday, January 26th  
· 1:00 p.m.—”We’re only UU Men”, Men’s lunch group. Tuscany restaurant 

Group discussion topics: 
Social Action Covenant Group— Has guest speakers on issues important to Decatur, the state of Illinois and the na-

tion. We are working with Homeward Bound of DOVE to provide housing for the homeless in our city. Please join 
us, as guests are warmly welcomed. 

Wednesday Morning Covenant Group—with the discussion of the book by Rev. John Buehrens and Forrest Church 
entitled OurChosen Faith. Visitors are warmly invited to attend 

Women’s Book Group—potluck and sharing of the book “Water for Elephants” by Sara Gruen.  Please call Rose-
mary at 428-4031 to RSVP.   

Eckhart Tolle Discussion Group—This group seeks to explore the teachings and spiritual philosophy of Eckhart 
Tolle, a contemporary mystic, through discussions, audio-visual presentations, and silent meditations.  Contact 
Mel Weinstein at 763-0509 for additional information. 

January 3rd Book Review- UUFD Book Club member Kathy Sorensen will review two books by Peter Hessler:  
River Town: Two Years on the Yangtze and Oracle Bones: A Journey Between China’s Past and Present.  Her program 
is part of the Friends of the Library Books Between Bites program and all visitors are welcome. 



There is a wide vocabulary in 
our day and age for talking about 
how it is that even our  
most trivial-seeming human ac-
tions can affect the earth and her 
resources. But do we have the 
same appreciation for how our 
most seemingly personal actions 
affect other human beings cul-
turally and socially? 
 
You may have heard of the but-
terfly effect, the idea that a but-
terfly's wings might create tiny 
changes in the atmosphere that 
ultimately cause a tornado to ap-
pear (or, for that matter, prevent 
a tornado from appearing) in an-
other region of the world. The 
butterfly effect is a phrase that 
actually encapsulates the more 
technical notion in chaos theory 
which is, as I have read, the sen-
sitive dependence on initial con-
ditions.  In other words, in more 
technical words, “small varia-
tions of the initial condition of a 
dynamical system may produce 
large variations in the long 
term behavior of the sys-
tem.”  
 
The flapping wing 
represents a small change 
in the initial condition of the sys-
tem, which causes a chain of 
events leading to large-scale 
phenomena. Had the butterfly 
not flapped its wings, the trajec-
tory of the system might have 
been vastly different. 
 
Bringing this home to theologi-
cal and more philosophical 
terms, the butterfly effect can be 

seen in our seventh principle of 
present-day Unitarian Universal-
ism, which asks us to covenant 
and affirm “respect for the inter-
dependent web of all existence 
of which we are a part.” The no-
tion of an interdependent web 
seems to me to promise us con-
siderable spiritual sustenance in 
the consciousness that we 
all belong to a larger 
whole…that we are beauti-
fully made up of a thousand 
different relationships and 
connections.  
 
Looking into our heritage as a 
religious movement, it was the 
genius of the Universalists to 
understand the essence of the 
notion of the butterfly effect. 
What I’m suggesting is that a 
search for an adequate model of 
our interconnection as human 
beings stands firmly on the 1917 
Universalist Declaration of So-
cial Principles. The following is 
a small excerpt: 
 

“In the present general 
confusion of thought we 
deem it wise to restate 
the essential principles of 
the Universalist faith and 
their social implications 
in relation to modern 
life… 

While in no wise minimizing the 
responsibility of the individual 
for his own life, we denounce as 
superstition the teaching that 
men [sic] are led into sin by in-
herent depravity as by devils of 
an unseen world; but we hold it 

to be self-evident that mankind 
is led into sin by evil surround-
ings, by the evils of unjust social 
and economic conditions, which 
condemn one to be born in the 
squalor and filth of the slums 
and another amidst the equally 
demoralizing influences of un-
earned luxury. We hold, there-

fore, that all systems that 
attempt to load the blame 
on Adam, upon Satan, or 
upon human depravity, 
tend to weaken human 
self-respect, and to lead 
men [sic] away from the 

discovery and cure of the real 
causes of human sin and mis-
ery.” 
Because the Universalists be-
lieved in universal salvation, 
they believed in the eventual and 
radical equality of all people. 
And yet it was evident that the 
people of their world of 1917 
lived in radically unequal condi-
tions. Hence their insistence that 
unequal and unjust social condi-
tions be rectified because it af-
fects, even as does a butterfly’s 
wing flapping, conditions around 
it, often at a great distance.  
One of my all-time favorite 
movies shown at Christmas time 
is It's a Wonderful Life with 
Jimmy Stewart. Through the 
story of George Bailey wishing 
he had never been born, one can 
see the butterfly effect illustrated 
when an angel shows him how 
history would have been rewrit-
ten if he, George Bailey, had 
never been born. It dramatizes 
the detrimental affect on the 
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Continued on Page 5... 

“We are in 
a seamless 
garment of 

destiny” 
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After the holidays, on January 27, 2007 between 1:00 and 1:30 at the fellowship, John Biedler and I will be 
hosting an informational presentation on various methods and procedures that are practiced in today's 
world related to "COMMITTEES". It will be the who, what, when, where and why of committee manage-
ment. We will provide humorous past events related to the subject as well as tragedies that have occurred  
as a result of committee inefficiencies. 
  
There are so many negative comments circulating in our society today about the disastrous experiences  
people have had serving on committees  I am not surprised that after searching on the internet for two hours 
the other night I was unable to find one positive definition. It appears that few believe they are of any 
value. 
  
John and I hope to dispel that belief by not only providing some helpful hints on successful committee 
management techniques but to also receive ideas and suggestions from those who attend on what they 
have seen that works. 
  
There will be a sign up sheet at the fellowship. Please let us know if you plan to attend. 
  
And now, I have one more thought. If a committee can be defined as a group of people gathering together 
to discuss a common goal then is it safe to say that without a committee meeting there would be no huddle 
and without the huddle there would be no football and without football there would be 
.......What?...WHAT?.  
  
Thank You, 
Eric DeVore   
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A series of lectures by our minister Rev. John Biedler, former 
Biblical fundamentalist.  Rev. Biedler recognizes that the Bible 
doesn't go away as a powerful influence on our lives just be-
cause we neglect to read it. We simply cede power to narrow 
interpretations when it is left to the reactionaries. These lectures 
are designed for those who seek a deeper understanding of what 
is really going on in the Bible narratives. Please register with 
your $15.00 check made out to UUFD. You may obtain the 
class text book “Understanding the Bible” by John Buehrens 
when you sign up on the foyer table at the Fellowship. 
 
The dates of the lectures are from 1:30 to 3:30 on the Sunday 
afternoons of: 
January 21st  
February 4th and 18th 
March 4th and 18th 
April 8th and 22nd 
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-- for 30 years hundreds of UU’s from 
around the world have been giving to 
those in real need in far flung conti-
nents few hear about. And not just 
overseas, but also right here in the 
United States. Please don’t forget to 
place your Guest at Your Table box on 
your family's dinner table and ask that 
everyone give a little each day. Articles 
for discussion on preserving access to 
clean water and the many other causes 
our monies are used for can be found at 
the UUSC website at: www.uusc.org/ 
We will be collecting these funds in 
February and sending them to the UU 
service committee to promote a fair and 
just world for all her inhabitants.  
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The UU Fellowship of Decatur 
is embarked on a new program in 2006-2007 with 
nine themes for each of the 9 months of our regular 
church year. They are: 
 

Faith – September 
Death – October 
Forgiveness – November 
Hope – December 
Justice/ Racism – January 
Love – February 
Brokenness – March 
Transformation/  
Resurrection – April 
Transcendence -- May 

 
 

You will find hand-outs on each of these themes on the 
kiosk in the church foyer. We hope you will take the 
time to put your thoughts in journal form and preserve 
them over time. Discussion of these themes is reserved 
for after the services on Sunday mornings. Enjoy! 
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Mark Sorensen and Bruce Nims will present: “Hiking 
the Haute Route: Adventure in the Swiss Alps” at 2pm, 
Sunday, January 14, 2007 in the Madden Auditorium of 
the Decatur Public Library.  In the past few years Mark 
and Bruce have tried to scale Mount Kilimanjaro and 
wandered around the Grand Canyon.  Now they will il-
lustrate their 12-day hike last September from Mt. Blanc 
in France to the Matterhorn in Switzerland.  Free admis-
sion. 

SWISS HIKING SLIDE SHOW  

lives of everyone in George’s hometown when 
life is shown what it would have been like with-
out him. In a butterfly effect way, you see 
scenes where snow is falling in one version of 
reality but not in the other.  
 
What I’m saying is, you and I make a differ-
ence. What you say, what you think, what you 
do is like the wing of a butterfly. You and I af-
fect the social conditions around us. It is clear, 
we are in a seamless garment of destiny. May 
we all live up to our promise. 
 
In Faith, 
John  
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Thanks to John Biedler, Darwin Shroyer, Mark Soren-
sen and Vern Thistlethwaite for their efforts to cut down 
the broken tree branches and clean up the UUFD 
grounds after the December ice storm.  More clean up 
days will follow in the spring. 

All women are invited to a potluck followed by 
a "Margaret Fuller Conversation " on Friday, 
January 19 at 6:30 p.m. at UUFD. This event 
will be facilitated by the Central Midwest Dis-
trict-UU Women's Connection governing coun-
cil, who will be in Decatur Jan. 19 and 20 for 
their quarterly meeting. UUFD's Kathy Kline 
was recently appointed to the council. �
Margaret Fuller was considered one of the 
founding intellects of the emerging women's 
movement in the early nineteenth century, as 
well as one of the inner circle of Transcenden-
talists. She was our first woman public intellec-
tual, and the first to make a living with her cele-
brated Conversations. She died in a shipwreck 
when she was forty years old, but her work 
lives on.  
Currently, UU women's groups are hosting 
Conversations as a means of exploring religious 
feminist issues. Come and enjoy an evening of 
food and talk with UU women. Please RSVP to 
Kathy Kline at 428-1807 or 
kkline@insightbb.com  
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“Justice denied anywhere  
diminishes justice everywhere”  
                      -- Martin Luther King Jr. 
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“Promoting freedom, reason,  
and tolerance in religion” 

Non Profit Org 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Decatur, IL 

Permit No. 59 

In a nurturing environment of openness, mutual respect, and friendship, the Unitarian Universalist Fellow-
ship of Decatur is a welcoming, diverse congregation. We share values and seek to celebrate life and sup-
port one another in our inward and outward searches for spiritual meaning, provide a liberal religious pres-
ence, and strive for compassion and justice in our community and our world. 

For Contact At: 

Name Tags Kathy Kline (217) 875-5442 

Address Changes Carolynn DeVore ebdevore@insightbb.com 

Newsletter submissions Tammy Bledsaw Tbledsaw@barbeckbb.com or (217) 855-0736 

Website suggestions June Allison JuneChelso@springnet1.com or (217) 423-1813 

Denise Lohrenz-Renfro, Jan.6 
Laura Vaught - Jan 6 
Mark Sorensen - Jan. 20 

“Sometimes a small thing you do can mean everything in another person’s life.” 

Caius Pajer - Jan. 21  
Hadrian Pajer - Jan. 21 
Amy Stockwell - Jan. 22  
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